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October Newsletter

Commander's Corner

Hello Comrades,

This time of year encompasses our

biggest fundraiser. As such, we sell

raf�e tickets to the Auburn and

Alabama "Iron bowl" game. We

continue this fundraiser November 4-

13 at the National Peanut Festival in

Dothan.

I would like to thank those of you that

have assisted us in selling the Iron

Bowl raf�e tickets. We have a lot

more to sell so if anyone can assist us in this endeavor, I will be overjoyed to see

you stop by the of�ce so I can you some tickets.

If any of you can assist us at the fundraiser at the Dothan National Peanut

Festival, please let us know. All Volunteers get into this event for free. Chris

Jones is managing the Peanut Festival this year and is doing a great job! If you

have any questions, you can contact him at (334) 360-1719. Please click below to

let us know what days you can assist, and we will make sure your name gets on

the roster.

We can't do this without teamwork! So please consider volunteering.

Thank you, Tom

Click here to sign up to Volunteer at the National Peanut Festival Fundraiser 4-13 November

This is a Web Based Newsletter than can be accessed at the page below: 
https://preview.mailerlite.io/preview/141538/emails/68077615477425736

https://dashboard.mailerlite.com/preview/141538/emails/68077615477425736
tel:(334)%20360-1719
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0a4da9a923a0fa7-peanut


Christmas Party Countdown!

Days Hours Minutes Seconds

RSVP for the Chapter 9 Christmas Party

The Christmas Party will be on 8 December at 6:30 pm at the Baptist

Center Building of the First Baptist Church on 109 E Lee Street in Enterprise.

Because this invite is going out to all members of our chapter, an RSVP is

required to attend. We look forward to fellowship with our DAV family!

Click here to RSVP

Student Volunteer of the

Month is Eli Howell!

Eli Howell helped Chapter 9 with our

October Lowe's fundraiser. His

in�uence for others to donate

http://subscribepage.io/DAV9ChristmasParty2022


Senior CSO
This next year, all Chapter

Service Of�cers (CSO) are

required to work in the

chapter of�ce at least 4

days a month unless an

exception has been

granted.

Sr Vice Commander
Our Chapter now has

1,912 Members! We

Welcome the following

new members:

Donald Casey, Donald

Fontaine, Eva Garrison,

Edmund Israel, Jaymes

Mongrello, Scott Pampell,

Damion Summers, and

Linda Lewis

exceeded the normal donation

amount for a Saturday fundraiser. His

dedication to help our organization is

appreciated. 

Eli is a Junior at Enterprise High

School who spends most of his time

as a Cadet 2nd Lieutenant in the EHS

Army JROTC as both a Flag Detail

Commander and the Security Detail

Commander. He is currently a

member of the Student Government Association (SGA) and is responsible with

the duties as the Student Basketball Manager. His continued sel�ess service of

volunteerism re�ects great credit upon his character as a leader and his future.

Way to go Eli!

Volunteer service is at the heart of the DAV mission of helping empower more

veterans to lead high-quality and ful�lling lives. From volunteering at the

Department of Veterans Affairs Medical Centers to assisting veterans in their

local communities, DAV volunteers make a real difference in the lives of

veterans. DAV offers $110,000 in scholarships annually to be used toward any

accredited institution of higher learning, including universities, colleges,

community colleges and vocational schools.

This college scholarship is open to volunteers age 21 or younger who have

contributed a minimum of 100 hours credited through DAV or DAV Auxiliary.

Students may apply with the inclusion of an essay on what volunteering for

veterans means for them. Anyone can nominate a worthy candidate including

the student/applicant.

Click here for more DAV Scholarship information

Chapter Of�cers

https://www.dav.org/help-dav/volunteer/dav-scholarships/


Adjutant
Are you tired of the long

lines at the Pharmacy at

Lyster? Then transfer

your medicines to the VA

and receive them in the

mail! Click below

for more information!

If you would like to

submit anything for our

monthly newsletter,

please send your

message/update NLT the

28th of the month.

Treasurer
All of those going to the

CSO training/Mid-Winter

Conference in January,

please remember to have

receipts for

reimbursements. Your

allotted reimbursement

is based upon the chapter

vote.

Transfer Prescriptions to the VA Apply for VA Healthcare here!

Volunteer as a Van Driver Email our Van Coordinator

Please Volunteer as a Van

Driver

Our nation’s heroes travel around the

globe to protect our freedoms—it’s

only right that we return their

dedication. Volunteering to drive a

vet ensures that even those living

remotely from VA hospitals can make

their appointments and never go

without the treatment they need.

It’s all part of the DAV Transportation

Network, administered by our

Hospital Service Coordinators at VA medical facilities around the country.

You do not have to be a Veteran, nor be a member of the DAV to join the DAV

Transportation Network. Please contact me at (334) 596-5217. Your

volunteerism will be greatly appreciated.  

Thank you, Kerry Edwards

Chaplain

https://va.org/filling-prescriptions-from-non-va-providers/#:~:text=Filling%20Prescriptions%20from%20Non-VA%20Providers%201%20A%20Primary,prescribe%20a%20medication%20recommended%20by%20a%20non-VA%20provider.
https://www.va.gov/health-care/apply/application/introduction
https://www.dav.org/help-dav/volunteer/drive-a-vehicle/
mailto:kedwards30378@sw.rr.com%20
tel:(334)%20596-5217


Hello to the Members of Chapter 9,

We have had a very busy year �ghting COVID and other problems in the world.

I wish to thank you for your service to the country and service to your fellow

veterans. The chapter is continuously working to make life easier for all

veterans. 

Chapter 9 has lost several members to sickness and I pray for each and their

families. The chapter meetings are a place for fellowship and information. The

of�cers and I are concerned with our veterans well being. 

Each day please say a small prayer for our brothers and sisters that are in

harms way, asking for their safe return home. We are our brothers keeper and

should think of each as family.

Buddy Keen

Executive Committee

“SERVICE”

Happy Fall, Comrades! As we move

into the season of Pumpkin Spice, or

second Summer here in Alabama, I’d

like to write about SERVICE. 

What is SERVICE? The dictionary

provides several de�nitions of the

word SERVICE. As a noun, SERVICE

means ‘the action of helping or doing

work for someone’. As a verb,

SERVICE means ‘perform

routine maintenance or repair work

on (a vehicle or a machine)’. As with all of you, I am always humbled when

someone thanks me for my SERVICE. I have two responses prepared for these

occasions; 1) The most fun anyone can have with your tax dollars or 2) You’re

worth it. My response is determined by the context in which the statement is

made. The more sincere and formal the statement seems to be, the more I lean

towards the second response. Usually, I get some weird looks and chuckles.

Oftentimes a conversation is sparked, and I have the opportunity to tell

the story of what Sel�ess Service truly is and the sacri�ces that we made, make,

and will continue to make as Veterans. It is truly telling, even in our closeknit

and heavily Veteran represented communities, how little the understanding is

for the hardships endured, shared experiences, and friendships forged over the

span of someone’s time in SERVICE.

Recently, I was asked why I served so long in the military and why I continue to

serve our communities in the manner in which I do. And, upon re�ection, the

only answer I can provide is “if not me, who”? There is a signi�cant decrease in



Veteran's Dinner/Parade Email Adjutant Perez Department Website

folks of all ages to perform sel�ess acts of SERVICE. Thankfully, each of you,

my Comrades, were forged in the same �res as I and know the value of Sel�ess

Service and the sense of pride, accomplishment, and well-being we receive

from these acts. Not to mention the immense good they do in our

communities. 

The Disabled American Veterans’ mission is to advance the interests and work

for the betterment of all disabled veterans; advance the condition, health and

interest of all disabled veterans; to stimulate a feeling of mutual devotion,

helpfulness and comradeship amongst all disabled veterans; and to serve our

communities and our country. Our Chapter, and the other VSOs in our

community, are doing very good things. There are plans for even more.

However, we need YOUR help; your SERVICE, if you will. Please take a moment

to look over the planned events and determine where you can assist. The more

oars in the water, the better the boat goes…

Comrades, I take great pride in serving and advocating for the Veterans in our

community and I look forward to continuing to do so with each and every one

of you!

DAV Department of Alabama

2nd Jr Vice Commander

Greetings Comrades,

There will be a National Veteran's

Awards Dinner (10 Nov at 5pm) and

the National Veteran's Day Parade (11

Nov at 11am) in Birmingham,

Alabama. For more information,

please click the link below. Tickets are

50 dollars and can be purchased from

the Department Adjutant Hugo Perez.

Please click the link below to email

him to get your tickets.

The Department of Alabama has a new website, its more user friendly and there

are numerous links you can go to for information. Click below to see the new

website.

For the Month of October, I plan to visit Chapters 6 (Foley), 87 (Dothan), and 94

(Ozark).

Thank you, Gerry Merrihew

https://nationalveteransday.org/
mailto:aldavadj@outlook.com
https://www.davdeptofalabama.org/?fbclid=IwAR06CJ65bFfQlk49jV-_ya81fAGFnHJZWzyyf4_SDMZpdtZuYkN9JRsLF1Q


PDC Bill Baker

2023 VA Compensation Boost

Congress recently �nalized plans to

guarantee Veterans the same cost of

living increase as Social Security

payouts. With in�ation all over the

country, Congress plans to boost

bene�ts, including monthly VA

compensation. The 2023 COLA will be

the most signi�cant margin increase

in four decades.

What is COLA, and how does it affect

my VA compensation?

The Social Security Administration

generates the cost of living adjustment. It started in 1973 to keep pace with

in�ation over the years. COLA is calculated based on the increase in the

Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers. These are

calculated monthly by the Bureau of Labor Statistics.

When will VA rates be affected by the increase in in�ation?

The COLA for 2022 is 5.9%, and of�cials predict an increase to 8.7%. This

increase would be the highest the COLA has been since 1981. The of�cial

increase amount will be announced in October 2022 and will go into effect in

January 2023. As a Veteran receiving compensation from VA, there is nothing

you need to do. The change will take place automatically.

Chapter Views



Chapter Monthly Meeting

We meet on the 2nd Thursday of each

month (excluding November) at

Shane's Rib Shack (8 N Pointe Pkwy,

Enterprise, AL 36330) at 6:30 pm. If you

would like to fellowship and eat, then

please show up before 6pm. We do

9/11 Ceremony at the Wall of Freedom



not have a meeting in November

because of our largest fundraiser at

the National Peanut Festival in Dothan

4-13 November. We look forward to

seeing you there!

Join our Color/Honor Guard!

Help us to present the National Colors

at a presentation or ceremony as a

Color Guard and to present a

contingent to bear honors at funerals

as an Honor Guard. Our job is to give

honor to both our nation and our

fallen comrades who served with

honor and sel�ess service. 

If you would like to join our distinguished team of professionals, please contact

our Color/Honor Guard Commander, Armand Franco, at (334) 475-0619 or email

him at the link below. 

Contact the Color/Honor Guard Commander

tel:(334)%20475-0619
mailto:armand.franco@yahoo.com%20




Local Veteran News

Construction of the new VA

home in Enterprise is in

progress!

ADVA Commissioner Kent Davis,

Assistant Commissioner for

Operations Jeff Newton, and



Enterprise Hometown Heroes

Banner Program

Support a hero in your hometown by

purchasing a banner. Banners will be

located on Main & College Street in

Downtown Enterprise and will be

displayed throughout the summer

months of the year (Memorial Day

Weekend - August). Finished banners

are 24" x 48" and, displayed

throughout the downtown district on

the light poles.

Due to the limited number of banner

spaces, there is a limit of one banner

per family. 

To have your hero represented, please

click the link below to �ll out the form

below and submit along with $200

and a high resolution .png or .jpg or

your hero. The application will close

when all spots are reserved.

Executive Director of the State

Veterans Homes Kim Justice visited

Enterprise on October 4th to see

progress at the future site of the

Command Sgt. Maj. Bennie G. Adkins

State Veterans Home! Construction of

the state-of-the-art skilled-care

nursing facility began in early July.

The home is expected to open in 2024.

Read more

Click for Application

Latest Headlines

https://www.enterprisedowntown.com/hometownheroes
https://va.alabama.gov/rabren-general-contractors-selected-to-build-new-adva-state-veterans-home/?fbclid=IwAR1T2_upZbLSiy4t8NMqQXwpla_vJlF1l3nF018BI9yxJ7CHC2cNBaxQ_20
https://www.enterprisedowntown.com/hometownheroes


Chapter 9 DAV Members Portal Chapter 9 DAV Facebook

DAV legislation: Priorities and victories

Gulf War Illness has baf�ed scientists. Until now.

VA to Screen all Patients for Toxic Exposure Issues

VA extends presumptive period for Persian Gulf War Veterans

How the PACT Act is Already Helping Veterans

Social Media

Disabled American Veterans (DAV)  
@DAVHQ

The caregiver program was previously only available to eligible veterans who
served on or after 9/11. It provides v… https://t.co/8fDCGdQ1Zp

12:37 PM - Oct 1, 2022

6 See DAVHQ's other Tweets

DAV Chapter 9 Enterprise-Coffee Co. Alabama  
2022-10-01

http://www.davmembersportal.org/chapters/al/09/default.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/DAVAL09/
https://www.dav.org/learn-more/news/2022/dav-legislation-priorities-and-victories/
https://www.dav.org/learn-more/news/2022/gulf-war-illness-has-baffled-scientists-until-now/
https://www.militarytimes.com/veterans/2022/09/28/va-to-screen-all-patients-for-toxic-exposure-issues/
https://news.va.gov/96639/va-extends-presumptive-period-for-persian-gulf-war-veterans/
https://news.va.gov/109341/how-pact-act-already-helping-veterans/
https://www.twitter.com/DAVHQ
https://www.twitter.com/DAVHQ
https://www.twitter.com/DAVHQ
https://twitter.com/Interior/status/1576189592767987712
https://t.co/8fDCGdQ1Zp
https://twitter.com/intent/like?tweet_id=1576189592767987712
https://twitter.com/intent/like?tweet_id=1576189592767987712
https://www.twitter.com/DAVHQ
https://www.twitter.com/DAVHQ
https://www.facebook.com/DAVAL09/
https://www.facebook.com/DAVAL09/photos/a.674422349272595/5455772074470908/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/DAVAL09/photos/a.674422349272595/5455772074470908/?type=3


Veteran "must have" Apps
Check out these apps to use on your mobile device.

VA Rx Re�ll

Re�ll and track your VA

prescription and scan

your VA prescriptions to

access prescription

information.

VA Video Connect

Meet with VA health

care providers through

live video on any

computer, tablet, or

mobile device with an

internet connection.

VA: Health and

Bene�ts

Manage existing VA

claims or appointments

and send a message to

your VA health care

providers.

Like Comment Share

https://mobile.va.gov/app/rx-refill
https://mobile.va.gov/app/va-video-connect
https://mobile.va.gov/app/va-health-and-benefits
https://www.facebook.com/DAVAL09/photos/a.674422349272595/5455772074470908/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/DAVAL09/photos/a.674422349272595/5455772074470908/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/DAVAL09/photos/a.674422349272595/5455772074470908/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/DAVAL09/photos/a.674422349272595/5455772074470908/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/DAVAL09/photos/a.674422349272595/5455772074470908/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/DAVAL09/photos/a.674422349272595/5455772074470908/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/DAVAL09/photos/a.674422349272595/5455772074470908/?type=3


Click here to Join the DAV!

https://www.mydav.org/dav-membership?a=000176c0-a037-4099-a091-7b0ce638d8e6&r=0100912388474


Check out the DAV Store

DAV Member Deals and Sponsorships

Click here to see your DAV Membership Deals!

https://dav.trophyawards.com/
https://dav.enjoymydeals.com/


DAV AL Chapter 9 Enterprise

704 Crawford Avenue, Enterprise

Alabama, United States of America

You are receiving this because either you

are a registered member of the DAV

Chapter 9 Enterprise, or you requested to be

on the communications list.

Unsubscribe

Do you like the newsletter? Share it!

https://www.facebook.com/DAVAL09/
http://www.davmembersportal.org/chapters/al/09/default.aspx
https://dashboard.mailerlite.com/preview/141538/emails/68077615477425736
https://www.facebook.com/TheBrickEnterpriseAL/
https://www.titanmagic.net/
https://dashboard.mailerlite.com/preview/141538/emails/68077615477425736
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://preview.mailerlite.io/preview/141538/emails/68077615477425736
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=&url=https://preview.mailerlite.io/preview/141538/emails/68077615477425736

