
in the reconstruction that has 

recently be completed to our 

Chapter home. “His belief in 

the mission of the DAV was 

influential in the decisions 

made to make major structural 

changes to the layout of the 

main floor.” said Russ Berget, 

Chapter member and General 

Contractor. “Without 

Harold’s input, the 

project would have been 

approached very 

differently.” 

“Harold was my friend 

and I will miss him. 

Terribly.” said Andrew 

Grieb, Chapter Adjutant. 

(Some information for this story was 

obtained from the Denver Post ‘s 

obituary for Karen Rosa. Harold 

Armstrong’s published obituary was 

not available as this issue went to 

press.) 

Karen Jean McDaniel Rosa, 

Office Administrator for DAV 

Department of Colorado, was 

found deceased in her 

apartment on Monday, July 

30th, by a friend that was 

there to pick her up for a 

doctor’s appointment. Karen 

had been having health issues 

for an indeterminate time.  

Born in Utah in August 1951, 

Karen is survived by her son, 

Shawn; her daughter, Ryanne; 

her brother, Bill; sister, 

Melissa; 4 grandchildren, 

Anthony, Owen, Stasia and 

Jarrod; and niece, Lauren. 

Karen was an unforgettable 

personality that enriched our 

lives greatly and she will be 

terribly missed by all who 

knew her. 

On August 21, Our Chapter 

suffered a personal loss, when 

Harold Armstrong, past 

Building President, died after a 

prolonged illness, surrounded 

by his loving family. 

Harold’s passion for the DAV 

and his steadfast work ethic 

proved to be a major influence 

The reconstruction of our 

Chapter home has been 

completed. Operations out of 

the building began again on 

January 1, 2012. We look 

forward to everyone coming 

by to see the changes to our 

beautiful building. Again, I 

want to say thank you to Russ 

Berget and everyone on the 

reconstruction committee. 

We are now in the second 

phase of reconstruction. The 

second floor is being readied 

to accommodate office space 

for rental income. 

We will be having our annual 

picnic at the Chapter House 

this year and we look forward 

to seeing you and your 

families. Please come out and 

participate in this joyous 

occasion.  

A special thanks to all of you 

who hung in there while we 

were in our temporary 

location.  

There is, truly, no place like 

home. 

Harold Armstrong and his wife, Edith. 
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Office phone: 

(720)379-3405 



P A G E  2  

“As National 

Senior Vice 

Commander, 

Polzin showed 

solid leadership 

skills and a strong 

vision for the 

organization.” 

Come on down and 

join us for a cup of 

coffee now that the 

office is open for 

business! 
Larry A. Polzin Elected DAV National Commander 

Adjutant’s Notes by Andrew Grieb 

Chapter Office Resumes Regular Hours, New 

Interim Building President assigned! 

With the completion of the 

renovations on the main 

floor of our Chapter home 

following the fire in February 

of last year, the Chapter 

office has resumed it’s 

regular hours of business. 

Chapter service officers are 

available from 12 noon to 4 

PM on weekdays, except for 

Federal holidays. Other 

events, such as 

Conventions, will also force 

temporary office closures. 

To ensure that you will meet 

someone at the office, 

please feel free to call 

ahead. Contact information 

is available on the back 

page of this newsletter.  

Due to Harold Armstrong no 

longer being able to 

continue as our Building 

President, Commander 

Joffrion assigned Ken 

Melcher, Immediate Past 

Commander, to serve out 

Harold’s term. The present 

term will end with elections 

in March 2013. 

Ken and Walt will continue 

to oversee the day-to-day 

operations of the building 

and Chapter Hall usage. 

Already there have been 

multiple applications for use 

of the newly renovated hall 

for special events.  

Many thanks go to Russ 

Berget for his dedicated 

efforts to get the building 

finished for our use and his 

continued efforts to finish 

the second floor for use as 

rental income space. 

and taking the pictures I 

would like to take of 

Colorado’s wonderful 

landscapes and wildlife. 

Duty prevails and I have 

been busy organizing two 

parades, instead of one, this 

summer and helping to 

reorganize our Chapter 

records following the fire of 

Summer has come full force 

upon the Chapter. With the 

summer, comes the dog-

days of heat, the vacations 

and the loss of interest in 

many things. I find myself 

losing interest in many 

things during the summer 

except spending the time I 

would like to with my family 

February last year.  

Our basement is now full of 

the old records that are 

being gone though by Walt 

Curran, Russ Berget and 

others. We expect to have a 

“Shredding Party” very soon. 

Old records that no longer 

have any bearing on our tax 

or other record keeping 

Corps following high school 
graduation in eastern Colorado. 
After boot camp, he was 
assigned to the 1st Marine 
Division, 1st Engineer Battalion, 
Camp Pendleton, Calif. He 
continued to serve until his 
medical discharge in 1966. 
Polzin has been actively 
involved in veterans’ issues at 
the state and national levels 
throughout his career. In 1972, 
he joined DAV’s professional 
staff as a National Service 
Officer in Los Angeles. He was 
promoted to Assistant 
Supervisor of the L.A. National 
Service Office, and continued 
his work as an NSO for more 

than 25 years until retiring in 
1998. A life member of Chapter 
73, Woodland Hills, Calif., since 
joining in 1971, Polzin has 
served as department-level Jr. 
Vice Commander, Sr. Vice 
Commander and was 
unanimously elected as State 
Commander in 1996.  
“It’s an honor to lead an 
organization committed to 
empowering our nation’s injured 
and ill veterans and their 
families,” said DAV National 
Commander Larry A. Polzin. “I 
will do my best every single day 
to help DAV fulfill its worthy 
mission.” 

LAS VEGAS (August 7, 2012) 
— Larry A. Polzin, a service-
connected Vietnam-era 
veteran, was elected DAV’s 
National Commander at the 
organization’s 91st National 
Convention in Las Vegas. 
“As National Sr. Vice 
Commander, Polzin showed 
solid leadership skills and a 
strong vision for the 
organization,” said Arthur H. 
Wilson, DAV’s National 
Adjutant and CEO. “We look 
forward to advancing the 
organization and achieving our 
strategic goals under his 
leadership.” 
Polzin joined the U.S. Marine 

T H E  C O M M U N I C A T O R  

Shredding 

Party 

coming 

soon! 

More info 

to be 

released as 

dates are 

set!  
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Summertime and vacations are 

drawing to a close. Now we 

gather together to celebrate the 

year that we’ve had and our 

new/old building.  

On September 22nd we will, 

once more, gather for our annual 

Picnic. 

Last year, we cancelled the 

Picnic due to the massive 

amount of damage that our 

building had suffered due to the 

fire in 2010. Now we are finished 

with the reconstruction of the 

main Chapter hall and we are 

continuing the time-honored 

tradition of our Chapter Picnic. 

Please come down with your 

families and join us for burgers, 

brats, hot dogs and more. 

Tour the renovations and 

changes that we have made to 

make our Chapter home a better 

place to meet and offer this 

facility to the veteran community. 

Russ Berget is once more 

donning the chef’s hat and apron 

and will be preparing our annual 

feast. 

Come on down and check out 

the new features to our building 

and the renovations that have 

been completed. 

RSVP are not required but they 

are suggested so that we can 

get an idea of how many we’re 

feeding. Please contact Ken 

Melcher, Walt Curran or Russ 

Berget in the Chapter office if 

you plan on attending. 

Chapter phone: 720-379-3405 

Department office. Karen was 

one of the steadfast folks who 

could be counted on for help 

with any situation. Her sudden 

death, last month, shocked me 

to my core. In the many years 

that I have been associated with 

the DAV and the Department, I 

counted her as a dear friend and 

I will miss her greatly. 

I must also comment on the 

requirements will be 

permanently destroyed.  As 

dates are set we will be looking 

for volunteers to help with this 

monumental task. 

On a more somber note, I feel 

that I must make note of the 

passing of a very important 

person in the life of our 

organization. Karen Rosa was 

more than a secretary at our 

passing of Harold Armstrong. 

Harold was a core member of 

the Chapter and was our 

Building President for quite a few 

years. Full of humor and sage 

advice, Harold was a believer in 

the DAV cause and helped in the 

fight to better the lives of our 

fellow veterans. Our lives are a 

little darker today without him. 

million for the purchase of 164 vans 
for the DAV Transportation Network. 
“Ford is proud of our partnership 
with DAV.” said Jim Vella, President, 
Ford Motor Company Fund and 
Community Services.  
“Our Transportation Network 
volunteer drivers log millions of miles 
on the road each year taking ill and 
injured veterans to VA medical 
center appointments and returning 
them home,” said the DAV’s 
National Director of Voluntary 
Services Ron Minter.  
The donation of $45,000 helps DAV 
provide eight scholarships to young 
men and women who have 

generously volunteered their time 
and compassion to injured veterans 
in their community. In honor of the 
90th anniversary of Ford’s 
partnership with DAV, Ford Motor 
Company has increased its 
contribution to the Jesse Brown 
Memorial Youth Scholarship 
Program to total $90,000 over two 
years. 

LAS VEGAS (August 3, 2012) —
Ford Motor Company will donate 
$200,000 to purchase eight new 
vehicles for the DAV Transportation 
Network and $45,000 to DAV’s 
youth volunteer scholarship program 
at DAV’s 91st National Convention 
at the Bally’s Hotel in Las Vegas.  
“For 90 years, Ford has helped DAV 
build better lives for America’s 
injured or ill veterans and their 
families,” said DAV National 
Commander Donald L. Samuels.  
Volunteer drivers use the vehicles to 
take sick and disabled veterans to 
VA medical centers. Since 1996, 
Ford has donated more than $3.4 

Ford Donations Provide Critical Transportation Services to Injured 

Vets 

Adjutant’s Notes (continued) 

“For 90 years, 

Ford has 

helped DAV 

build better 

lives for 

America’s 

injured or ill 

veterans and 

their families.” 



in VA funding, the fact remains that 
more resources are sorely needed to 
meet the needs of our injured and ill 
veterans,” said Washington 
Headquarters Executive Director Barry 
Jesinoski. “DAV and other veterans 
groups have recommended an 
additional $1.5 billion for medical care 
and $3 billion more for major and 
minor construction projects to maintain 
the VA’s critical infrastructure.” 

The House of Representatives has 
approved legislation providing $135.4 
billion for veterans programs and 
services in the next fiscal year. Of that 
amount, $60.7 billion is discretionary 
funding for the VA, about a four-
percent increase over this year’s level. 
Military construction, also included in 
the bill, was cut by 2.4 percent 
compared to the current level. 
The measure, which has yet to be 
taken up by the full Senate, includes 
$44.4 billion for medical services, 
including third-party collections. That is 
$2.3 billion more than provided in fiscal 
2012. About $52 billion for medical 
care, which includes medical services, 
medical support and compliance and 
medical facilities, was provided in 
fiscal 2012 through advance 
appropriations. 
Included in the bill is $54.5 billion in 
advance appropriations for veterans 
medical care for fiscal year 2014. 
Also included is $608 million for minor 
construction projects, well below 
DAV’s recommended level of $3.6 
billion. 
“Although the bill provides an increase 

Included in the bill is $6.2 billion 
specifically for mental health services, 
$73 million for suicide prevention and 
$220 million for traumatic brain injury 
treatment. Another $5.8 billion is for 
treatment services, housing and job 
training for homeless veterans and 
$250 million is for rural health services. 
Under the bill, 75 percent of funds for 
the integrated medical record program 
between the VA and the Department of 
Defense would be withheld until the 
program office submits a schedule for 
data standardization and a report to 
Congress on the program’s annual 
spending. 
“DAV members are urged to contact 
their lawmakers and urge them to fully 
fund the VA at the levels 
recommended in The Independent 
Budget,” said National Legislative 
Director Joseph A. Violante. “Tell 
Congress to honor our promises to the 
men and women who have served and 
sacrificed for this country.” 

8720 E Colfax Ave 

Denver CO 80220 

 

Phone: 720-379-3405 

Fax: 720-379-3450 

Email: dav21co@gmail.com 

DAV empowers veterans to lead high-quality 

lives with respect and dignity. It is dedicated 

to a single purpose: fulfilling our promises to 

the men and women who served. DAV does 

this by ensuring that veterans and their fami-

lies can access the full range of benefits 

available to them; fighting for the interests of 

America’s injured heroes on Capitol Hill; and 

educating the public about the great sacrific-

es and needs of veterans transitioning back 

to civilian life. DAV, a non-profit organization 

with 1.2 million members, was founded in 

1920 and chartered by the U. S. Congress in 

1932. Learn more at www.dav.org. 
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Spending Bill Spares VA From Cuts by Dave Autry 

Building Better Lives for America’s 

Disabled Veterans and their families! 

Once again, it is up to Congress 

to decide the fate of funding for 

veterans’ healthcare. 

We’re going to be on the 

Web! Details coming SOON! 

http://www.dav.org/voters/IndependentBudget.aspx
http://www.dav.org/voters/IndependentBudget.aspx
http://www.dav.org

