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NEWSLETTER

NEXT DAV Chapter 16 Meeting March 21st 2024

DAV Chapter 16 Meeting
March 21st, 2023

DAV Chapter 16 & Auxiliary Unit 16  Meetings for the remainder of 2023
3rd Thursday of each month

APRIL 18, 2024
May 16, 2024
June 20, 2024
July 18, 2024
 
All Chapter meetings are held at:
VFW POST-2093
4444 Edgewater Drive.
Orlando, FL 32804
 
Bingo        5:00 PM
Meeting     6:00 PM Just so you know, the time changes, and there will be no buffet meal.
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http://davflch16.com/
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Events
Chapter 16 opened our claims assistance office at the VFW facility in January.
Office hours are Tuesday and Thursday – 10:00 am to 2:00 pm.
We hope to have enough trained and accredited service officers to staff this office with 2 – CSOs daily.

2024 Mid-Winter Conference
March 7-10, 2024 (Please see below regarding the 2024 Mid-Winter Conference change of dates)
Crystal Gateway Marriott
1700 Richmond Highway (formerly Jefferson Davis Hwy)
Arlington, VA 22202
Telephone: 1.800.266.9432 or 1.703.920.3230
Group Name: Disabled American Veterans $249 Single/Double

APRIL 06, 2024 - Join us for DAV Community Impact Day on April 6, 2024.
When you volunteer for veterans, you’re demonstrating that “thank you for your service” is more than just words;
it’s action. PLEDGE YOUR TIME HERE
Let us know you’re in, and we’ll send you information on how to connect with others, ideas for service, and how to make the most
of your community service event.

2024 National DAV Convention     Saturday, August 3 – Tuesday, August 6, 2024
Phoenix Convention Center, 100 North Third Street, Phoenix, AZ  85004
 Hotels:   Hyatt Regency Phoenix, 122 N Second Street, Phoenix, AZ  85004                              $154
Single/Double
Sheraton Grand Phoenix, 340 North 3rd Street, Phoenix, AZ  85004                                           $149
Single/Double                                                                                                                        

__________________
No one does more to assist our veterans in leading high-quality lives: More than 1.1 million
veterans trust DAV with their power of attorney to represent them for benefit claims. They
received more than $26.4 billion in earned benefits in 2022.

Volunteers needed for tentatively planned Spring/Summer functions:
·        Planned restart of Lake Nona CLC Bingo event – Once each month.

·        Planned the start of a new Bingo event for State Veterans Home Lake Baldwin.

To VOLUNTEER For either of the above, please forward name, membership number, and particular
interest to Commander at lrose@davfla.com
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DEPARTMENT SENIOR VICE
COMMANDER

 LAYMOND ROSE
and

DAV FL Chapter 16 Commander

from the department newsletter by Laymond Rose

Membership Update: More progress; as of this writing, 10 chapters have now achieved their 2023/2024
membership recruitment goals. Chapters 1 at 100.38%, 13 at 100.00%, 18 at 101.08%, 73 at 100.48%, 82 at
101.56%, 86 at 100.43%, 101 at 100.23 %, 109 at 104.58 %, 113 at 101.34%, and 123 at 101.58%. An
additional nine chapters are within ten new members of achieving their goals (20, 29, 57, 63, 67, 126, 129, 144
and 158). Overall, the Department is at 97.84%.

Chapter Visits: I was only able to visit four chapters in February – Chapters 109, 113, 129, and 133.

DAV Scholarship Program: The cutoff date to submit applications for the DAV Scholarship Program for fiscal
year 2023/2024 was February 28th. If you had a candidate, hopefully, they made the deadline.
However, now is the perfect time to recruit applicants for next year’s program. Remember, anyone age 21 or
younger can be eligible to participate in our scholarship program. They do not have to be related to a member
or a veteran. Anyone who is willing to volunteer to serve the needs of a veteran and accumulates a minimum of
100 lifetime volunteer hours may apply. See complete details at www.dav.org/scholarship

Every chapter should have at least one young person (age 21 or under) volunteering for the chapter so they
can apply for this scholarship program (ten scholarships from $5,000 to $30,000) If your chapter is not
participating in this program, it is a terrible waste of a valuable resource. Volunteerism is critical to successfully
serving the needs of the veteran community and the high school age youth are an untapped resource in many
locations. Our Scholarship program with a top award of $30,000 is an outstanding tool to attract this group.

National Vietnam War Veterans Day: March 29th is National Vietnam War Veterans Day, a day of tribute to
veterans of the Vietnam War. The date is generally viewed as the day in 1973 that the last combat troops were
withdrawn from Vietnam.

Community Impact Day: Speaking of volunteering, DAV National is launching a new Volunteering Initiative
called DAV Community Impact Day. The date is April 6th. This event is intended to encourage members, as
well as family members, friends, and any other person in the community that cares about veterans to honor the
sacrifices of veterans by donating an hour, or more, of their time.
It begins with asking everyone to pledge at least an hour of their time by visiting https://www.dav.org/dav-
community-impact-day/
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You will be asked to fill in basic contact information, name, address, email, and phone number. Then click the
submit button.

Once you have registered, you will receive a response that includes a PDF attachment of a Community Impact
Day QuickStart Guide. This simple guide provides an overview of what Community Impact Day is and why it is
being launched. Additionally, it discusses how to spread the word and numerous suggestions for activities that
the chapters can provide for people to volunteer for. Of course, to attract and keep qualified and reliable
volunteers, the chapter must provide specific, and well-defined activities, that include why the activity is needed
and who it benefits.

The top membership recruiters from July 1 to present:
Jackie Graham 46 members
Brenda Culbreath 30 members
Liza Perez 29 members
Afua Whiteside 29 members
Emanuel Coley 28 members
Kenneth Gore 28 members
Catherine Mohan 28 members
Gerald Propst 27 members

Top non-NSO recruiters:
Rodney Deflumeri 16 members
William Baker 10 members

DAV Women Veterans report goes live
From: Barry A. Jesinoski, National Adjutant

I am proud to announce DAV’s latest report, Women Veterans: The Journey to Mental Wellness. Between 2020
and 2021, the suicide rate among women veterans jumped nearly 25%. Our comprehensive assessment of the
unique factors contributing to the staggering rate of suicide and other negative mental health outcomes among
this population is a must-read for all veteran advocates.
Along with the latest in research and data, the report includes veterans’ personal stories and more than 50
policy and legislative recommendations aimed at sparking urgent change that can save lives. The report, which
marks the third of its kind from DAV in the past decade, was released during an event on Capitol Hill this
afternoon. Learn more and read the full report at womenveterans.org.
On Monday, March 11, at 8 p.m. ET, DAV will broadcast a special roundtable discussion inspired by the report.
The event will feature three DAV members and their personal stories with mental health, including:
• Naomi Mathis, DAV Assistant National Legislative Director and Air Force veteran
• Juliet Taylor, DAV Interim Women Veterans Advisory Committee member and Army veteran
• Kim Hubers, 2023 DAV Disabled American Veteran of the Year and South Dakota Army National Guard
veteran
I encourage you to tune into this important and illuminating discussion about the unique challenges facing
women veterans and how we can better serve our sisters-in-arms. Set a reminder for yourself to tune in on
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YouTube and share the link with your networks. In addition to YouTube, the roundtable will be streamed
on DAV’s Facebook and LinkedIn accounts.
I also encourage you to use the report and other resources at womenveterans.org in your outreach to veterans
in your community. For those interested in procuring hard copies of the report, please
contact legislative@dav.org. Alternatively, you can download a copy from the website.
Sincerely,
Barry A. Jesinoski
National Adjutant
BAJ:ecd

Jonathan Turk Obituary
Obituary published on Legacy.com by New Horizon Funeral Chapel and Cremation on Feb. 5, 2024.

Jonathan Robert Turk, age 77, of Kissimmee, Florida, sadly left us
on February 4, 2024.
He is survived by his brother David, David's wife Carolyn, brother
Bennett, sisters Laurel and Karen, and Karen's husband Anthony.
Jonathan was predeceased by his parents, Oscar and Elizabeth
Turk, and his sister, Suzanne Turk.
Jonathan loved traveling, especially to Hawaii and the
Netherlands. After retiring from Delta Airlines and as a disabled
Vietnam veteran, Jon wanted to assist other veterans to get the
benefits they earned. His past position was Department Service
Officer for the state of Florida, and his current position was Senior
Service Officer for the Disabled American Veterans, Central
Florida Chapter 16.
Jonathan will be buried at the Cape Canaveral National Cemetery
with the U.S. Air Force Honor Guard on Monday, February 12,
2024, at 10:00 a.m.
We invite you to make donations in Jonathan's honor to the
Disabled American Veterans, Central Florida Chapter 16,
in Kissimmee, Florida.

Please go HERE
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LVAP HOURS :  
We can not say this enough, but please send in your LVAP hours each
month. NLT the 27th of the month. Get kids 15-21 years of age involved for a
chance at a scholarship after 100 hours. Anybody (does NOT have to be a vet)

LVAP POC: Mary Lou Davison PH: 904-200-2548 email: davflchapter16@
davflch16.com The information needed to add NEW members:

Last Name, First Name, Full Address, Email, Phone, Date of Birth

Please email me the information, and they will be added to our LVAP Members List.

If you attend our meetings, you should sign up for the LVAP Hours Program!
Check to make sure!

LVAP Hours reported for the month of February 2024 were 1379 Hours
Top 5

Maureen Veguilla (389), Regina Johnson (215), Jeremy Lam (200), Laymond Rose (118),
 Mary Lou Davison (112)

We had many people with 0 hours reported with no return email. Please let me know if it is 0 hours, so I
am not waiting for your reply. Thank you.

Great Job Everyone

You can find the
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 Department's Latest Newsletter
 and

 DAV National Auxilary Newsletter 

CLICK HERE
BOTH ARE A MUST READ

SERVICE OFFICERS
submitted by Jonathan Turk

One DAV service officer daily at Lake Baldwin, 5201 Raymond Street, Orlando, FL 32803
(407-646-5500 x 28720), walk-in hours 0900-1400 Monday - Thursday, and sometimes
Friday. They are usually very busy.

DAV at  Lake Nona,  13800 Veterans Way, Orlando, FL 32827 (407-631-1833)

We Have staffed CSOs at DAV service officers at VFW Post 2093, 4444 Edgewater Drive,
Orlando, FL 32804, on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 1100 to 1500 after the middle of
January 2024.   Chapter 16 cell phone 407-843-3722 

Please remember to bring in your DD214, and any paperwork from previous claims and
appeals as we can NOT get any information on any veteran or their family members.     
The VA wants to protect your information.     If you want to avoid having to come back,
because you did NOT have all the information required on the VA forms, you can go to VA
forms (https://www.va.gov/find-forms/)  such as    VA Form 21-0966 - Intent to File a VA
Claim (this one can be done on the phone with the VA @ 800-827-1000 in case you do NOT
have everything ready to file today)    VA Form 21-526EZ- Application for Disability
Compensation Benefits,   VA Form- 20-0995- Supplemental Claim,   VA Form 21-686c -
Declaration of Status of Dependents,   VA Form 21-2680- Request for Aid and
Attendance/Housebound Status,   VA Form 21-8940 -Application for Increased
Compensation due Unemployability,  VA Form 21-10210- Lay /Witness Statement.              
                                                                                                                                                   
 Important information on the internet
The DAV's Death Benefits Guide tells what must be done if the veteran dies before their
spouse.  The benefits for veterans from the state's Department of Veterans Affairs is in
the Florida Veterans' Benefits Guide.  Federal Benefits for Veterans, Dependents,
Survivors, and Caregivers is another brochure online. 
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Trivia and Interesting Stuff

March
No man is entitled to the blessings of freedom unless he be vigilant in its preservation.
-Gen. Douglas MacArthur

Women History Month

March 10 Daylight Savings

March 13 is K-9 Veterans Day. It is a day to honor the military war dogs or military working dogs
deployed worldwide.

March 17 St Patrick’s Day

March 25 Medal of Honor Day This is a day for recipients of the Medal of Honor, which is awarded by
Congress. It is meant to remember the sacrifices of members who have earned the highest of military
honors.

March 29 National Vietnam War Veterans Day This is meant to thank Vietnam veterans for their service
and sacrifice. It is also a day to recognize the Allies’ contributions and highlight advances during the war.

March 31, Easter Sunday
 

Boston Light on Little Brewster Island is the only lighthouse still operated by the Coast Guard. (via
Military1)
What rating would you give if you were an 'Anchor clanker'? Boatswain's Mate
“Hurry up and wait” happens when each leader down the chain of command tells his or her Marines
to be there 15 minutes before the senior’s directive. This is why Marines arrive early to their
destinations.
The initial uniforms were modeled on “current Army/Air Force uniforms, saving costs of
designing/producing a new one," according to a Space Force source. (cnet.com) A service dress
uniform is set to be produced and rolled out to Guardians everywhere in 2025.
(airandspaceforces.com)

http://cnet.com/
http://airandspaceforces.com/

