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Commander’s Corner:  This year our Annual Picnic will be held at the Little Red 

Schoolhouse.  It will be on the regular Chapter meeting date of Thursday, August 26, 2010.  
All members, their families, friends and guests are welcome; we hope that all will have a 

good time and a good picnic meal.  We can start gathering between 5:00 and 6:00 P.M.  For 
those who have never been there; it has a large covered picnic area with tables, benches 
and lots of shade or protection in case of rain. To get there from Helena; go out north 

Montana Avenue, to Sierra Road, turn right on Sierra go east until you go through  the I-15 
underpass, then the Little Red Schoolhouse is on ahead about two city blocks and on the 

right.  The gate will be open; parking is on both sides of the road after you enter to the 
right.  As usual, Chapter Three will furnish: the main courses, Fresh Rolls, and a Cheese 
plate selection, Coffee, Ice Tea, Cups, Paper Plates, Napkins, Water, Some Soft Drinks, Ice 

and Condiments. 
 
We request that those who are attending to bring a salad or desert to share.  Beer is 

allowed but you have to bring your own.  The Chapter food will get there in time for all to 
eat between 5:30 and 6:00. 

  
This year the Chapter has invited all the local volunteer DAV Transportation drivers to 
attend as our guests.  This will let us show our appreciation and gratitude to these folks 

who volunteer many hours to giving veterans rides in our vans to VA appointments.  Please   
attend and bring family and friends and have a good time with your fellow DAV and DAVA 

members.  I hope to see many of you at the Picnic.  If you have any questions, please feel 
free to contact me.  Paul Kroenke, Commander.  
 

* * * * * 
 
Chapter #3 Officers for 2010:  At our May 27th meeting the following members were 

elected or appointed to their respective positions.  If you have any questions about the 
Chapter activities just give any of the officers a call and they can either help or direct your 

request to someone who can help.   
 
Commander: Paul Kroenke  Sgt at Arms: Denis Bessler 

Sr. Vice:  Ben Stearns  Adjutant/Treas: Bill Furois 
1st Junior Vice: Bob Sandifer  Judge Advocate: Kevin Grantier 

2nd Junior Vice:   Tom Snell   Chaplain:  Chet Dever 
 

* * * * * 

 
National Service Officer:   The military owes about 120,000 Veterans extra pay and VA is 
reaching out to find them.  The Military Services are seeking soldiers, Veterans, and 

survivors of soldiers whose service was involuntarily extended under Stop Loss Authority 
between September 11, 2001 and September 30, 2008.  The 2009 War Supplemental 

Appropriations Act stipulates they are eligible for special pay.  Those eligible will receive 
$500 for each month or partial month served in Stop Loss statue.  To receive this benefit, 
those who served under Stop Loss must submit a claim by October 21, 2010.  Stop Loss 

Veterans can submit their claim on line. Veterans of all branches can link to the eligibility 
and claims information on the Veterans Administration  Veteran Center home page at 
http://www.vetcenter.va.gov/Retroactive_Stop_Loss_Pay_RSLSP.asp.  Veterans are 

encouraged to check the Vet Center page for further information and from the Vet Center 
page you can link to the various military branches for further details and forms required.  

Check with your Veterans Service Officer for assistance but act quickly. 
 

* * * * * 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.vetcenter.va.gov/Retroactive_Stop_Loss_Pay_RSLSP.asp


 

 
DAV National News of Interest (PTSD Claims):   July 13, 2010.  The Department of 

Veterans Affairs has issued new regulations to simplify the process for a veteran to claim 
service connection for post-traumatic stress disorder, or PTSD. Under the new rule, VA 

would not require that veterans document specific events like firefights or bomb blasts that 
might have caused their PTSD. If a VA doctor confirms that the stressful experience 
recalled by a veteran adequately supports a diagnosis of PTSD and the veteran's symptoms 

are related to the claimed stressor and is consistent with the places, types, and 
circumstances of the veteran’s service.  This science-based regulation relies on evidence 
that concluded that a veteran’s deployment to a war zone is linked to an increased risk of 

PTSD.  Previously, claims adjudicators were required to corroborate that a non-combat 
veteran actually experienced a stressor related to hostile military activity. This final rule 

simplifies the development that is required for these cases.                                                                                                                               
 
"The new regulations take a tremendous burden off the shoulders of veterans who’ve 

suffered psychological trauma as a result of their military service," said DAV National 
Adjutant Arthur H. Wilson. "It's a very positive step and a sign that our government is 

beginning to recognize the impact that 'invisible' wounds such as PTSD have in the lives of 
the women and men who have served our nation."   Montana Veterans seeking more 
information or assistance with a claim for service-connected disability should contact the 

Disabled American Veterans National Service Office at Fort Harrison.  
  

* * * * * 

 
Chapter Meetings:  The Chapter continues to meet on the forth Thursday of each month at the Helena 

American Legion Post #2, 3095 Villard, (Corner of Custer and Villard).  Meeting Time is 6:00 P.M.  These are 

open meetings and all members are very welcome to attend.   The Leadership welcomes you all with open arms.  

We hope you will come and give us some new ideas that we can work for the good of our members. 

 

* * * * * 


