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Commander’s Corner: 

 
Well, the elections are here again and I would like to encourage you to come to 

the election dinner at the American Legion Hall.  I have purchased two hats to 
be given away to DAV members who attend the dinner meeting.  Each time a 

member attends a meeting he/she will be given a ticket for the drawing for the 
chance of winning a hat.  I have purchased two additional hats to be given 
away at our annual holiday dinner in December.  The more times a member 

attends meetings the more chances they have to win a hat in the drawings.  I 
want to thank you all for helping me get through this year as Commander.  It 
has been a learning experience.  It continues to be a problem that only a few 

members attend regular meetings the 4th Thursday of the Month.  Please give 
some thought to becoming a more active member so that we can continue our 

work in assisting disabled veterans both through the Transportation program 
and the small donations and veteran assistance program of the Chapter.  Hope 
to see many of you at the Election Dinner.  If you have any questions, please 

feel free to contact me.  Paul Kroenke, Commander.  
 

* * * * * 
 
Chapter #3 Annual Elections and Potluck Dinner May 27th: 

 
As has been our custom, the Chapter election meeting will be accompanied by 
a pot-luck dinner.  The dinner will begin at 6:00 pm, Thursday, May 27, 2010, 

at the American Legion Hall, on the corner of Custer and Villard in Helena.   
The Chapter will be providing the main dishes drinks, coffee, utensils.  We ask 

each member to bring a salad or dessert to share with the diners.  Please 
attend and bring family and friends and have a good time with your fellow DAV 
and DAVA members.    

 
* * * * * 

 

Nominations and Recommended Appointments: 
 

At our April 22nd meeting Chet Dever, Chairman of the Nominating Committee 
put forward the following nominations and recommendations of members for 
the annual election. As you see some of the positions listed are appointed 

positions and the nomination committee only made recommendations and not 
nominations for these positions. 

 
Commander: Paul Kroenke  Sgt at Arms: Denis Bessler 
Sr. Vice:  Ben Stearns  Adjutant:  Bill Furois 

1st Junior Vice: Bob Sandifer  Judge Advocate: Kevin Grantier 
Treasurer:  Bill Furois   Chaplain:  Chet Dever 
 

Any member may make an additional nomination from the floor at the election 
meeting prior to votes being taken.   

 
 

* * * * * 

 
 
 
 



 

 
DAV Volunteer Van Drivers Needed:  

Veterans, including many of our DAV members, need help getting to and from 
their medical appointments at the VA Hospitals and Clinics.  Especially in rural 
States such as Montana, Vets may live hundreds of miles from VA medical 

services.  Additionally, many Vets live on lower fixed incomes and may not be 
able to provide their own transportation.  Because of these factors and others, 
the Montana DAV Volunteer Transportation Network operates almost 40 vans 

spread across Montana.  If you can afford the time to be a volunteer driver now 
is the time to get involved.  Join a cadre of volunteer drivers who enjoy driving 

and helping Vets at the same time.  To get more information please call the 
Coordinator at Fort Harrison in Helena at (406) 447-7760.  Drivers are not 
required to be veterans so bring any other folks along who might be interested. 

VA Releases Draft Gulf War Task Force Report: 

The Gulf War Veterans’ Illnesses Task Force has completed the final draft of a 
comprehensive report that will redefine how the VA addresses the concerns of 
veterans who deployed during the Gulf War in 1990 and 1991.  Earlier this 

year, VA published a proposed rule that will enable it to grant service 
connection on a presumptive basis for nine specific infectious diseases 
associated with military service in Southwest Asia after Aug. 2, 1990, or in 

Afghanistan on or after Sept. 19, 2001.  The proposed rule was based on a 
recent Institute of Medicine review of the scientific literature, and is a part of 
VA’s on-going Gulf War studies.  This rule when implemented will make it 

easier for veterans to obtain disability compensation and related health care.  
Contact your Veterans Service Office for information, or log onto the national 

DAV website at www.DAV.org. 


