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First, I want to thank every member for their positive comments about the Chapter Newsletter – it has been very well received and will continue to be published, with rare exception, each month following the Executive Committee meeting.  This month’s issue will introduce a new format as well as the inclusion of an insert.  The insert is an envelope with five $1 raffle tickets for the Chapter 14 Winter 2008 Raffle.  The raffle is explained in Commander’s Time on page 5.  The new Unit 14, Disabled American Veterans Auxiliary is covered in Auxiliary News on page 3.  Please give these items your attention and encourage your family and friends to participate in these vital programs - programs that support and enable Chapter 14 to accomplish our mission much more effectively.  Thanks for your support!


Chapter Officers 2007-2008


 * Chapter Executive Committee members


* Commander: Christopher A. Westall


* Sr. Vice Commander: Harry Corn Jr.


* Jr. Vice Commander: Dale D. Nelson


* Chaplain: Robert G. Scruggs


* Treasurer: Vacant


* Judge Advocate: James McLaughlin


* Historian: Ken Worthen 


Sgt at Arms: Ken Worthen


Officer of the Day: Harry Garren 


Adjutant: Bruce King


Chapter Service Officers: Christopher Westall, Robert Scruggs, James Rapp, Stephen Webber























When the current Chapter Executive Committee (CEC) met for the first time last June, each member was asked to bring written goals for the short, intermediate, and long terms.  A list of goals was compiled and unanimously approved by the CEC.  The following list explains our goals – updates will be presented at the end of the list.  


The first goal was to increase participation in Chapter operations through better retention and utilization of our current membership, increase membership through outreach activities, and explore opportunities for joint efforts with other Veteran Service Organizations (VSO’s).  


Goal two is to promote awareness of our Chapter and our mission in the communities we serve through: Public Service Announcements (PSA’s), Chamber of Commerce membership, participation in the upcoming Veterans Council, promotion of Chapter events, and increase community service projects that foster mission accomplishment.


Goal three is to obtain a Charter from the National Organization for a new DAV Auxiliary Unit 14.  The unit will be an integral part of the Chapter that will greatly enhance our mission capability.  


Goal four is to ensure financial stability and enable mission capability through: increased Chapter fundraising efforts each year, exploration of new fundraising avenues, promotion of those avenues through word of mouth as well as enabling the full membership to participate through direct mail, utilization of corporate sponsors, and utilization of media involvement.


Goal five is to purchase a van for the VA Transportation Network and recruit and train 20 drivers and a transportation coordinator.


Goal six is to purchase a van for Chapter use – transportation of members to Chapter events.


Goals seven through eleven include visiting nearby Chapters to foster cooperation and exchange ideas/best practices, developing budgets and spending plans, assigning tasks to committees and requiring reports from the Committee Chairs, increasing involvement with the membership through the website, the newsletter, and through member visits, and finally, to promote the Department and National Legislative agendas by providing legislative information and voting assistance/transportation to members and their families.


Working on goals one and seven directly impacted goals two, four and six – interaction with Chapter 25 lead us to pursue direct mail appeals for cash donations as well as to conceive the Winter Raffle.  Working with Chapter 06 resulted in a van being donated to our Chapter!   The van will increase our visibility and allow for more member participation (such as scheduled nursing home visits, parades, public events, etc.).  Through Service Officer Work, we have increased our awareness in the community with very favorable results.  We were able to obtain several corporate sponsors to assist with the Legislative Town Hall meeting the Chapter hosted in November, and we have commitments from more sponsors for future events.  We are partnering with other VSO’s to recruit drivers for the Transportation Van that we are currently seeking funding for.  As a member of the Department Legislative Committee, I am scheduled to attend a National Legislative event in Washington D.C. along with the other members of the Committee to further the National and Department Legislative agenda, goal 11. The functionality and timeliness of the website information is a work in progress, but we have added several new and transfer members as well as quite a bit of service officer work due to the website, goal 10.  The committees are doing their work diligently and the budgets are proving to be productive, goals 8 & 9.  The newly formed DAVA Unit 14 is underway, with the Charter to be presented in March – more information on the Auxiliary is available in Auxiliary News.  Expect many more updates during the coming months in the DAV Chapter 14 News.   Thanks for reading!
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Feb 25th -- Lunch 1200, Chapter Meeting 1300


Mar 1st – DAVA Lunch 1200, Meeting 1300 


Mar 2nd-5th – DAV/DAVA Mid-Winter Conference


Mar 10th – DAV Executive Committee 1200 


Mar 10th – Winter Raffle Drawing (after ExComm)


Mar 13th-15th – DAV/DAVA Spring Conference





Mar 14th-15th – March of the Leprechauns


Mar 24th – Lunch 1200, Chapter Meeting 1300  


Apr 5th – DAVA Lunch 1200, Meeting 1300


Apr 13th – Patriot’s Ceremony 1400


Apr 14th – DAV Executive Committee 1200


Apr 28th – Lunch 1200 Chapter Meeting 1300




















It is proper and fitting to begin this column with a reminder of who we are and who we serve.  We are a small family group of disabled veterans who serve all disabled veterans and their families.  Since our last publication, the Chapter 14 family has had many in need of our thoughts and prayers, and in need of comfort.  The Chaplain and the Chapter Service Officers have collectively ministered to, and provided services for, many families over the recent months due to illness, injury, hospitalization, and sadly, death.  


Anyone who knew him, and many who did not, knew what kind of man he was.  His obituary was of few words, but it eloquently conveyed the message in the same way he would have.  December 12th, 2007 Kenneth Gerald “Rocketman” Rockett took flight to his eternal home.  Many of us had the pleasure and honor to know Rockett, as well as his family.  For those who may not have met him in person, I will do my best to describe him to you now, in a Rockett kind of way – He was our brother.  Please keep our brother, as well as those near and dear to him, in your prayers during this difficult time.


Our immediate Past Commander Jim Rapp, fell and fractured his hip in December, had surgery, and spent three weeks at the VA Medical Center.  Commander Rapp is home now, but he and Barbara will face more health issues in the near future.  Please keep the Rapp family in your thoughts and prayers.


Jim McLaughlin is undergoing another round of chemotherapy.  His fighting Irish spirit is ever-present though, and he is bearing up well under the strain of the poison in his body.  Jim and Ginni need the good thoughts and prayers of everyone in their DAV/DAVA family.  Please keep them in mind as they fight Jim’s cancer.


Harry Corn Jr. had a heart attack this month and underwent triple bypass surgery at the Asheville VA Medical Center.  Harry is recovering and expected to be home around the 20th of this month.  Harry’s wife Brenda, who is currently serving as interim DAVA Unit 14 Commander, had a brief stay in the hospital with the flu, but is home now as well.  Please keep the Corn family in your thoughts and prayers as Harry begins his recuperation from open heart surgery.


Joseph Baynard Jr. suffered a major stroke this week while working as a long haul truck driver.  Joe is currently hospitalized near Shreveport, LA and his family is looking for a way to get him transferred close to home, but for now he is unable to travel by vehicle.  While the search for air transportation is underway, please keep the entire Baynard family in your thoughts and prayers during this difficult time.  If anyone has helpful information to assist with Joe’s transport, please contact the Chaplain.



































Meetings are held at American Legion Post 77, with lunch served downstairs and meetings held upstairs.












































Thoughts and Prayers are Needed in our DAV/DAVA Family











Executive Committee Views


From the Executive Committee





DAV/DAVA Calendar of Events for February, March, April











On January 5th, the first steps were taken to form Disabled American Veterans Auxiliary Unit 14.  A meeting was held, the required documents were signed, and interim officers were elected and/or appointed in accordance with DAVA National guidelines.  With the assistance of our DAVA Department Adjutant, membership applications were ordered, a timeline was constructed, and the Unit was operational.   


There are several more steps in the process before the unit is fully operational, but for now, we have an Auxiliary Unit.  The applications and other paperwork have to be approved by both Department and National prior to the issuance of the Unit 14 Charter.  Once the Charter is approved and issued, it must be formally presented by a DAVA National Officer.  At that time, permanent officers will be both elected and installed by the National Officer presenting the Charter.  There is a possibility that the DAVA National Commander may be able to present the Charter.  This is not often possible and would be an honor for our Unit to be officially opened by the National Commander.  The request has been made, and as soon as the answer is known and the logistics are clear, the information and date will be passed on to the membership.  Please plan on attending the first membership meeting on Saturday, March 1st, at the American Legion.  Lunch is included and will be served at 1200.  Prospective and transfer members are invited.  DAV members are also eligible for membership, please join us!

















We have an opportunity to enter the first annual March of the Leprechauns Parade on March 15th as well as the St. Patrick’s Day Sidewalk Festival on March 14th and 15th.  This will be a good opportunity to showcase our “new” van as well as our new Auxiliary Unit.  We will take this up at the next meeting – Please join us!


Including the family members and extended family of our 400+ members, we have quite a large number of people to minister and offer service officer work during times of sickness, injury, illness, and death.  We are blessed with a highly trained and knowledgeable Chaplain, as well as well trained, annually certified Chapter Service Officers (DAV is unique in this annual certification process).  We all volunteer for this work because we care.  Our only request from you and your family members, is to tell us as soon as possible when sickness, distress, or death occurs.  We can be most effective for you and your family when we are able to help sooner rather than later.  Please pass this information to anyone that may be in need of assistance if adversity or disaster strikes.  


It’s that time of year again – elections are right around the corner in both organizations.  Please start thinking about new ways that you or someone you know may be able to serve the organization.  We are in a state of flux, that is, we are experiencing changes – we’re growing, stretching, and learning.  Talents of all types are needed to contribute to the legacy we build for those that follow – and many will follow.  Please stand up!









































“DAV Auxiliary units serve disabled veterans, with particular emphasis on the families of those veterans.”





Looking Forward – Chapter/Unit 14, 2008 and Beyond





Welcome our newest partner - DAV Auxiliary Unit 14!





Chapter Goal Updates from page 1
























































“Working with Chapter 06 resulted in a van being donated to our Chapter!”





“We are a small family group of disabled veterans who serve all disabled veterans and their families.”
































Please see Everyone on page 4














Thoughts and Prayers from page 2











Please see Thoughts and Prayers on page 5

















I can’t begin to tell you how proud I am of the members of the Executive Committee and the work they have done in the last eight months.  This organization is truly blessed to have the dedication of these men as well as their willingness to give so selflessly of themselves for the betterment of all.  This group of leaders has set an example for others and the bar is high.  I challenge every member to search his or her soul and either step up, nominate, or participate this year.  There are endless ways that you can make a difference, many of them small, but very important.  The only way for you to know is to ask.  That is my challenge to everyone this year - in both organizations.  This is the most rewarding position I have had the privilege to hold, and while I do serve at the pleasure of the membership, I look forward to serving as long as I am both effective and welcome, within reason.  I hope that each member of this DAV/DAVA family is afforded the opportunity to experience the pride, the satisfaction, and the sense of accomplishment that I find working with my comrades, my brothers and sisters, my family here at Chapter/Unit 14, at the Department of North Carolina, and at National Headquarters.  Thank you for your support over the last eight months, I look forward to continuing our important work in whatever role the membership sees fit in the future.


Winter Raffle tickets are enclosed along with an addressed envelope.  The prizes include a $100, $300, and $500 Visa gift cards good anywhere you can use Visa or Visa Check cards.  Five $1 tickets have been mailed to each member on the mailing list.  What a great way to support your Chapter while earning five chances at winning up to $900 in prizes.  Feel free to sell these tickets to friends and family, purchase them yourself, or use them as a gift for someone hard to shop for.  Either way, please send the tickets back as soon as possible, even if you cannot sell or purchase them so that we may sell as many of the tickets as possible before the drawing date.  If our raffle is successful, we will likely have more in the future, with higher value prizes.  Please help your Chapter family raise the money we need to serve our disabled veteran family, which continues to grow daily!  Fraternally…    Chris























“while I do serve at the pleasure of the membership, I look forward to serving as long as I am both effective and welcome”
































Until Next Time 
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We’re on the Web!


See us at:


Web address
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Chaplain’s Corner











Auxiliary News and Views











"Building better lives for disabled veterans and their families"
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From the Editor








We’re on the Web!
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DAV Chapter 14


PO Box 2425�Hendersonville, NC 28793-2425


Phone:


828-697-0097


Commander:


828-489-2424
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The Future of our Organization
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