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	ATTENTION  ATTENTION  ATTENTION  ATTENTION

DEPARTMENT COMMANDER TO VISIT RENO!

Department Commander Jane Overy will be in Reno on Monday, April 14, 2008.  There will be a social held at 895 Sage View Drive in Sparks, from 6 to 8 p.m.  All members of DAV Chapter # 1 are invited to attend.  Call 857-9905 for further information.

PLEASE ATTEND THIS SOCIAL AND MEET THE COMMANDER!

	VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
DAV Chapters # 1 and # 7 are holding the First Annual DAV Poker Run.  Volunteers are needed to man the registration booth, the stops and the final event on April 12, 2008.  Please call Wayne Willson at 775-530-7351 if you can assist.  Monies raised from the Poker Run will stay in Norther Nevada to assist disabled veterans!

PLEASE CALL TODAY AND BECOME PART OF THE DAV TEAM!

	DAV CHAPTER # 1 now has its own web site.  You can find us at http://www.davmembersportal.org/chapters/nv/01/default.aspx
     Since this is a long website, you can also log onto www.dav.org and go to the membership portion of their website and search for Department or Chapter.  Click on “Find a Chapter/Department Website”.  Websites are listed by state, so click on “Nevada”, then “Nevada Chapter Links”, then “Chapter 1”.  Once you’re there, make sure you put the site into your favorites.  We wouldn’t want to make you go through this all over again!!

     You’ll find recent announcements, pictures recent donors and donations made, as well as links to sites that may be of interest to our members.  We’re proud of this Chapter and hope you are as well.  We hope this website shows our pride in being members of the greatest veterans organization in the world.  

If you see changes that you would like to suggest on the website, please feel free to write to the webmaster.

Make sure you check the site regularly.  We update as often as possible

	Commander’s Message:  Well, we’ve made it through another winter and now it’s time to get busy with all the spring and summer projects.  I hope everyone had a pleasant Easter.  

     Elections have been held and installation of officers will be at our April 21st  meeting.  We hope you’ll join us.  Department Senior Vice Commander Wayne Willson from Carson City will be attending the meeting to swear in the officers.

     In May, we will be attending the Department convention is Laughlin, NV.  It’s a long trip, but always good to meet with our Comrades from other Chapters around the state.  We authorized rental of a van so we can take more members to our Department convention, so please consider going with us.  We would like to take a larger contingent so Reno has a stronger voice.

     We will be participating in parades again this year.  The first one will be the Armed Forces Day Parade in Carson City followed by the 4th of July Parade in Reno.  

     Getting underway is the planning stage of our annual raffle.  Our Chapter goes dark for July/August, but that only means we are not meeting those months.  We still have plenty of activities that need volunteers, whether that is parades, the annual raffle, or feeding veterans with our annual summer feed at the Vets’ Center.  

     Finally, I would like to thank the Chapter for the card when my father passed away.  It was truly appreciated.  

     I look forward to seeing all of you at our Chapter meetings.

Fred E. Wagar, Commander.
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You are cordially invited to DAV Chapter # 1 Awards Banget on May 19, 2008.
Awards will be presented to this year’s winners.  Thank you’s will be given to businesses who supported our Chapter for the past year.

Awards Ceremony will begin at 6:00 p.m. 

Supper will follow at 7:00 p.m.

Please join us for this fun event!



	LEGISLATIVE REPORT:

Have you signed up to get automatic updates on legislative issues?  You can get updates on legislative issues by visiting the legislative site at www.dav.org or by going to http://capwiz.com/dav/home.  Go online today and register to receive your automatic legislative updates on issues that affect all disabled veterans and their dependents.  Stay informed!

Dan Trabke – Legislative Chairman
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	Chapter Commander Wagar presents $1500 donation to Veterans Guest House Executive Director, Noreen Leary
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	Chapter Commander Wagar presents $10,000 donation to DAV Department Commander Jane Overy for the DAV Van Fund
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	Chapter Treasurer Connie Backes attends Womens’ Veterans Conference in Las Vegas
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	DAV Members attend Department meeting in Tonopah.  Pictured L-R are 

Dept. Exec. Committeeman Eric Arentz, 

Cdr. Wagar, Dept. Cdr. Jane Overy and Chapter Adjutant Paul Gulas.

	Chapter # 1 was represented at The Nevada Office of Veterans Services first State-wide Nevada Women Veterans Summit on Saturday, February 9, 2008, in Las Vegas, NV, by Treasurer Connie Backes.  Numerous topics were discussed, including services available to women veterans in Nevada through the Veterans Benefits Administration and the Veterans Health Care System.  Group sessions were held on topics of veterans’ benefits and claims, transition and outreach, healthcare, and socioeconomic issues.  As, there are currently approximately 24,000 women veterans in Nevada, the summit was an avenue to brainstorm ideas on how the system can better serve women veterans.  In a few months the summary of this summit will be posted on the NOVS website at www.veterans.nv.gov.  If you know of any soldier who is being discharged, Connie encourages them to go through the pre-discharge program and pay attention to the invaluable information that is provided.  As an organization for ALL disabled veterans, we would like to thank Connie for taking the time to attend this summit and bringing back information on ways our Chapter might assist women veterans in our area.  
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	DAV Chapter Cdr. Wagar attends NOVS Legislative Symposium.  L-R are Department Officers, Bill Baumann, Legislative Chair, Wayne Willson, Senior Vice Commander, and DAV Chapter # 1 Commander and Department Junior Vice Commander  Fred Wagar

	Membership report by Senior Vice Commander and Membership Chairman, Dave Meidinger
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	179 DAV Chapter Members deceased so far this fiscal year!  That’s right.  As hard as we work to recruit new members, our distinguished comrades who have served before us have left our ranks.  We need your assistance in recruiting new members to take their places.  We only need 8 members to reach our Life Member goal for the year!  But, we need your assistance all year long!  Sign up a member today!
	Commander Fred Wagar, DAV Chapter # 1, attended a legislative symposium hosted by the Nevada Office of Veterans Services (NOVS) in Reno on Saturday, March 15, 2008.  Members of the Nevada Veterans Commission were in attendance and legislative priorities were discussed for the next Nevada Legislative session that will affect veterans as a whole.  Priorities extend from tuition waivers to disabled plates for veterans meeting certain criteria.  With the number of veterans in Nevada, it is important to keep their priorities in front of our legislators.  Out of 25 million veterans in the United States, 339,235 live in Nevada, with 50,631 in Washoe County, 9,331 in Lyon County and 8,382 in Carson.  With DAV involved in the legislative process, we will continue to support those issues important to the veterans of Northern Nevada.  

	Life Members – 1,307      Life Member Goal – 1,315       % of Goal – 99.39%

Members Needed for Goal – 8:  We need your assistance!! Only 8 members to reach our end of the year goal by June 1, 2008.   To keep our Chapter growing, not only by membership, but with ideas, we need your assistance in asking disabled veterans to join our ranks.  With $40.00 off full paid life members and $20.00 off partial paid member dues, it is a great time to sign up those new members by offering these discounts provided by the Department and Chapters in Nevada.  For more information on our membership program, please call 775-857-9905.  
	!! DON”T FORGET !!

DEPARTMENT COMMANDER TO VISIT RENO CHAPTER # 1 

RECEPTION AT:

895 SAGE VIEW DRIVE

APRIL 12, 2008

6:00 to 8:00 p.m.

	LOCAL DAV MEMBER HONORED

     Comrade Onie Cooper served our country in both WWII and Korea and is a life member of DAV Reno Chapter # 1.  During WWII, the U.S. Armed Forces were segregated.  President Harry Truman desegregated the military in the late forties before the Korean War.  After his service to our country, Onie continued his personal commitment to equality and justice for all.  

     He was honored by the Reno community on March 8, 2008, at the Second Baptist Church for his lifelong accomplishments in all fields of endeavor.  Comrade Cooper is a model of tenacity for his three year fight to get the city of Reno to name a road honoring the Reverend Martin Luther King.  All of us who have had dealings with any governmental agency know that one has to be as tenacious as a pit bull to get them to come around to our way of thinking.  

     Chaplain Andy LePeilbet and Adjutant Paul Gulas represented Chapter # 1 at the event.  Reno Chapter # 1 is honored to have Onie as a member and takes great pride in his many accomplishments.  Congratulations Comrade!!

***************************************************************

INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS – APRIL 21, 2008

We’re honored to have Department Senior Vice Commander Wayne Willson visit our Chapter on April 21, 2008, to swear in the new Chapter officers.  Please join us for the festivities!  Our meeting starts at 6:00 p.m. with dinner to follow.  

***************************************************************

 Department Convention – May 3-7, 2008

     DAV Chapter # 1 has authorized the rental of a van to carry those members who wish to attend the DAV Department Convention in Laughlin, NV.  Officers hope that the assistance with travel arrangements will encourage members to travel, as the cost for getting to the convention is half the battle.  Registration for the convention is $20.00, plus a cost of $35.00 for the Awards Banquet on the final night.  

     There are special prices for the rooms and if members choose to attend, they can share a room for less than $15.00 a night for Sunday through Tuesday night.  The dates of the convention include travel dates.  If you wish to register or need further information, please call 857-9905 for more details.

Come to Laughlin, NV, May 3-7, 2008, for the Department Convention.  Don’t miss the fun and camaraderie!!
	Economic Stimulus Payments: Information for Recipients of Veterans' Benefits
     Normally, certain veterans’ payments are not subject to income tax. However, the economic stimulus law passed in February contains a special provision allowing recipients of certain veterans’ benefits to count those benefits toward the qualifying income requirement of $3,000 and thereby qualify for the stimulus payment.

     Basic Eligibility Requirements

· Individuals or families must have at least $3,000 in qualifying income, which can be income from or in combination with Social Security benefits, Veterans Affairs benefits, Railroad Retirement benefits and earned income.

· People must have valid Social Security Numbers.

· People cannot be claimed as dependents or eligible to be claimed as dependents on another's tax return.

· People must file a 2007 tax form, i.e. Form 1040A.

Free Tax Help Available

     Individuals who need to file a return this year to receive a stimulus payment may be able to take advantage of thousands of free tax preparation sites nationwide for low-income and elderly taxpayers.

     The Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) program provides help to low- and moderate-income taxpayers. Call 1-800-906-9887 to locate the nearest VITA site.

For more information, visit www.dav.org.  

	
	The DAV Transportation Network
Travel benefit cuts left many vets with no way to get to Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) medical facilities for needed treatment. They're men and women who answered our country's call in times of war. Many lost limbs, sight, hearing, or good health.
They may live a great distance from a VA hospital, and because so many exist on small fixed incomes, they find that the cost of transportation to a VA hospital is just too high. They're left with two choices. They could go without the treatment they need, or skimp on food or other necessities to pay for transportation.
Vets disabled in our nation's service should never face such dire options. So DAV and Auxiliary volunteers responded, driving vets to and from VA hospitals and clinics. Other grateful Americans are helping too. It's all part of the DAV Transportation Network, administered by DAV Hospital Service Coordinators (HSCs) at the VA's 172 medical centers. The DAV has also donated vans, where needed, to make the program work.

	VA Voluntary Service Program
     Like all medical facilities, Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) hospitals, nursing homes, and clinics need volunteers. These volunteers are needed because many hospitalized vets have no family or friends, and they are very far from home.
     What volunteers do for patients at VA medical facilities can be as basic, and as important, as just being a friend in the trying days of illness and therapy. DAV and Auxiliary VA Voluntary Service (VAVS) volunteers bring a touch home...a personal contact with the world outside the hospital walls...the feeling that patients are remembered, that they're still a part of the community.
     These volunteers perform a wide range of duties. Some enjoy direct contact with patients; participate in recreational programs and other activities on the wards. Other volunteers assist the VA's professional staff in several ways that involve little patient contact. No matter what your inclination may be, there's a volunteer role you'll enjoy. And you'll show our country's hospitalized vets you're grateful for their sacrifices.

     If you would like to be a volunteer, please contact us.
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	Are you a partial paid member?  Contact us for a $20.00 discount when you pay your life membership in full!

Know someone who is thinking about joining the DAV??  Contact us to learn about the $40.00 discount offered to individuals who pay their life membership in full or a $20.00 discount for those who pay a partial paid membership.

Examples:

A current member owes $60.00 on his life membership.  The individual pays $40.00 and the Department of Nevada and Chapter # 1 pays the $20.00 balance.  

A non-member wants to become a partial paid member.  The individual pays $20.00 of the $40.00 partial paid membership and the Department of Nevada and Chapter # 1 pays $20.00.  

A non-member wants to pay a full life membership.  The amounts are as follows.  

Age                       Life Amount         DAV Pays           Amount Owed

40 and Younger     $250.00                $40.00                    $210.00     

41 thru 60              $230.00                $40.00                    $190.00

61 thru 70              $180.00                $40.00                    $140.00

71 thru 79              $140.00                $40.00                    $100.00

Over 80                     Free                    N/A                         Free

NOTE:  In order to receive these discounts, payments must be sent to DAV Chapter # 1, PO Box 994, Reno, NV  89504
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CHAPTER OFFICERS:  Fred E. Wagar – Commander; Dave Meidinger – Senior Vice Commander; Bart Daniels – Junior Vice Commander; Paul Gulas – Adjutant; Connie Backes – Treasurer; Dale Snavely – Judge Advocate; Andy LePeilbet – Chaplain; Eric Arentz – Department Executive Committeeman

CHAPTER MEETINGS:  3rd Monday of each month at the American Legion on 4th and Prater in Sparks, NV (behind the Post Office); 6:00 PM – Meeting; 
7:00 PM – Supper

NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICE:  5460 Reno Corporate Drive, Reno, NV  89511; 775-321-4895 – Phone; 775-321-4899 – Fax

For information on DAV Chapter # 1 and other issues,  please call:  775-321-4895
Upcoming Calendars

APRIL 2008

April 2nd-……………….…..DAV Executive Committee Meeting

April 9th-……………….…...National Former POW Recognition Day

April 11th……………….…..Civil Rights Act of 1968
April 12th-……………….....1st Annual DAV Poker Run, Chapters # 1 and 7

April 14th………………........Department Commander Reception

April 21st…………………....DAV Membership Meeting – 6:00 p.m., Dinner – 7:00 p.m., Meatloaf

April 30th………………....…End of Vietnam War – 1975 
MAY 2008

May 3rd-7th. …………………Department Convention – Laughlin, NV

May 8th……………………...President Harry S. Truman announces the end of World War II in Europe.

May 14th…………………….DAV Executive Committee Meeting

May 17th…………………….Armed Forces Day Parade – Carson City – 10:00 a.m. – Meet at American Legion at 8:00 a.m.

May 19th…………………….DAV Membership Meeting – 6:00 p.m., Dinner – 7:00 p.m., Pizza

May 26th…………………….MEMORIAL DAY
JUNE 2008

June 6th……………………...The "D-Day" invasion involves more than 1 million troops on the Normandy coast - 1944

June 11th…………………….DAV Executive Committee Meeting

June 11th…………………….Congress appoints committee to draft Declaration of Independence - 1776
June 14th…………………….FLAG DAY
June 15th…………………….Father’s Day

June 16th…………………….DAV Membership Meeting – 6:00 p.m., Dinner – 7:00 p.m., Hamburger/Hot Dog Picnic

June 22nd……………………President Roosevelt signs the "GI Bill of Rights” - 1944



The DAV Transportation Network is the only way many veterans are able get to Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) medical facilities for needed treatment.  If you would like to be a volunteer, please contact the VA Medical Center and tell them you want to volunteer on behalf of the DAV.
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