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	HELP!

Your assistance is needed!!  See Survey Inside or On Our Website!

	We’re Dark!

DAV Chapter # 1 – Reno is dark during the months of July and August.  Our next meeting is September 15th!

While we do not meet the months of July and August, that doesn’t mean we’re not busy.  We are right in the middle of our biggest fund raiser of the year – our annual raffle.  We are looking for assistance.  If you can spare a few hours a week, it would be very helpful.  Ticket sales are at Sportsman’s Warehouse daily and that means volunteers are needed.  If you would like to assist, please contact our chairman, Eric Arentz at 971-9121.  We would really appreciate your help!

We will be putting on another picnic for the Vet’s Center during the time we are dark.  This picnic is for all veterans.  However, we would especially like to invite our members.  If you are interested in attending or assisting with this event, please contact our chairman, Bart Daniels at 425-5842.  See you there!
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Members of Reno Chapter # 1 and Carson City # 7 show off their Poker Run shirts and dew rags at Department Convention.  

National Commander Brad Barton (2nd from right) and Department Commander Jane Overy 
(2nd from left - sitting) join in on the fun. 

	DO YOU KNOW?

· There are between 300,000 and 400,000 VA examinations done each year for pending claims. 

· The rates of suicide among depressed veterans were 7-8 times higher than the rate for the general population?

· Out of 744,313 homeless people in a given year, 194,254 were veterans. That means that 26 percent of the homeless are veterans, even though veterans only make up 11 percent of the U.S. population over 18 years old, according to U.S. Census data (2005).

DAV will continue to assist to reduce those numbers!
	Financial burden getting you down?!

     Here is a way for those 65 years or older to get a little relief from your monthly trash bill.  If you use Waste Management, you may be eligible for a reduced rate.  

     Some of our members have advised us that Waste Management will assist those 65 and over with a reduction in their monthly bill.

     If you are 65 or older, please contact Waste Management at 329-8822.  This is not something they advertise, so help get out the word to your friends and neighbors.

	MEMBERSHIP

Thank you to all of you who assisted in signing up new members this year.  The year was successful in meeting goal.  At our last meeting, we placed our new streamer on the DAV Flag, which was received from National in recognition of our accomplishment!  Thank you again for all of you who cared enough to sign up a new member!

Let’s keep the momentum going and ask even more disabled veterans to join our ranks.  Don’t forget to ask them to attend our meetings!
	Thank you to all the businesses that supported DAV Chapter # 1 this past year.  We appreciate your support!

Cycles and Gear, Marina Car Wash, 
Papa Murphy’s (Pyramid and McCarren), Skoosh Ink, 
Smart and Final, Sportsman’s Warehouse, 
and Wal-Mart (Pyramid Hwy)

PLEASE PATRONIZE THESE BUSINESSES!
Also, a special thank you to World Wings – Tahoe Chapter for their support!!


From the Commander:
     First, let me thank you all for a great 2007-2008.  The members we have involved are the best.  They are volunteers at all the Chapter functions, the VA Medical Center and the VA Regional Office.  DAV Chapter # 1 is by far one of the most active organizations in northern Nevada in assisting veterans.  It showed, when at the Department Convention, Reno # 1 was named Chapter of the Year.  It was a group effort and it showed!

     This month, we are including a survey.  I hope you will take the time to fill it out and return it.  It is fantastic that you are a member of the greatest veterans’ organization in the world.  But, I would like to find out what would interest you enough to attend our meetings.  I know from past experience, the more people that are at a meeting, the more fun that is had by all.  
     So, please, fill out the survey and return it to the address provided.  Better yet, when we have our next meeting in September (yes, we’re dark in July and August), show up and be a part of this great Chapter. 
     As a Chapter, we have worked hard to work together.  We keep our meetings informative and enjoyable.  As we finish each meeting, we remind ourselves that if you cannot say something good of your comrade, do not speak ill of him or her.  We hope you will attend our meetings and I will do my best to ensure you walk away with a positive experience and information you did not have before.

     Again, thank you for a great year.  Since being re-elected, I hope to work with all of you to make our Chapter even better.

     Your Comrade, 
     Fred E. Wagar

     Commander

***********************************************************************************************
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	New National Service Officer at Reno VA Regional Office

     The Reno National Service Office of the Disabled American Veterans will soon have a new National Service Officer (NSO) in the office.  John Hansen will be arriving on August 25, 2008, to fill the position vacated in October 2007.  After nearly a year, it will be a great benefit to the veterans of northern Nevada to have a NSO to assist with their claims.  

John was raised in Chicago, where he lived with his wife, Anne, until he was hired by the DAV, when he was transferred to the Milwaukee, WI, NSO office.  He was recently promoted to Senior Associate NSO.  

	     John was commissioned as an Infantry Officer in 1986, and was medically retired after suffering a career ending injury.  

     He joined the DAV in 1996 and became a live member of Illinois Chapter # 103 and Wisconsin Chapter # 1.  He served as Chapter Commander of Illinois Chapter # 84 from 1999-2001 and Sergeant of Arms for the Department of Illinois from 2000-2002.  Additionally, he has served as the Commander of the Northern Illinois District, Golden Rodent of Illinois Dugout # 90, N.O.T.R., and is currently serving as Commander of Wisconsin Chapter # 1, and Wisconsin 1st District Legislative Officer. 

     He is a Life Member of the National Order of Trench Rats, Paralyzed Veterans of America, National Native American Veterans Association, Military Officers Association of America, and an annual member of the AMVETS.  For the past two years, he as served on the VA’s EEO American Indian Employment Committee at the VA Medical Center in Milwaukee.  

     We welcome John and his wife, Anne, to the Reno area and look forward to having him as an integral part of Reno Chapter # 1 and the Department of Nevada.

     We would invite you to attend the September 15th meeting to meet John.  If you have any questions about your claims process with the VA, please contact John after August 25th at 775-321-4895.


Our Chapter has many different projects to help the veterans of Northern Nevada.  We hope that you will consider volunteering.  The more members we have on a project, the easier it is.  

If you are unable to volunteer your time, please consider making a donation to assist in providing the services we offer.
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Every dollar helps!!
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WE WANT YOUR IMPUT!
Please make sure you fill out the Chapter Survey on the next page and return it to DAV Chapter # 1, PO Box 994, Reno, NV  89504

Or 

Call the Commander at 775-857-9905 to provide input into activities you would like to see at our meetings

CHAPTER SURVEY

Our Chapter has over 1,000 members.  Monthly attendance at our meetings runs from 20 to 30 members.  In an effort to increase membership activity, we are asking that you complete this survey and return it to DAV Chapter # 1, PO Box 994, Reno, NV  89504.  Please assist us in making our Chapter better.  Thank you.

1.  Have you ever attended a DAV meeting? 

___Yes
___No

2.  If yes, do you still attend meetings?

___Yes
___No

3.  If no, what made you stop coming to meetings?
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.  What would you like to see at the meetings?

________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.  What would you like to see in your newsletter?

________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________

6.  What information would you like to see on our website? (http://www.davmembersportal.org/chapters/nv/01)

________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________

7.  What would make you interested in attending meetings?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

8.  Would meetings at a facility that has facilities for socializing after the meeting encourage or discourage you from attending and why?

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

9.  Additional comments:  __________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

THANK YOU FOR YOUR INPUT.  

Please tear off this survey and mail it to DAV Chapter # 1 – Reno, PO Box 994, Reno, NV  89504.
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	CHAPTER OFFICERS:  Fred E. Wagar – Commander; Dave Meidinger – Senior Vice Commander; Bart Daniels – Junior Vice Commander; Paul Gulas – Adjutant; Connie Backes – Treasurer; Dale Snavely – Judge Advocate; Andy LePeilbet – Chaplain; Leo Gravelin – Department Executive Committeeman

CHAPTER MEETINGS:  3rd Monday of each month at the American Legion on 4th and Prater in Sparks, NV (behind the Post Office); 6:00 PM – Meeting; 7:00 PM – Supper (Dark in July and August)
NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICE:  5460 Reno Corporate Drive, Reno, NV  89511; 775-321-4895 – Phone; 775-321-4899 – Fax

For information on DAV Chapter # 1 and other issues,  please call:  775-321-4895; or, visit our website at www.davmembersportal.org/chapters/nv/01


	CALENDARS
JULY 2008

4th  – ……….………………….Independence Day        ENJOY YOUR SUMMER OFF! Remember, we still have projects while we’re dark! 
9th……………………………..DAV Executive Committee Meeting
11th……………………………. The term "United States of America" first officially used – 1778

AUGUST 2008

2nd…………………………….John Kennedy’s PT-109 sinks after being split in two by Japanese destroyer – 1943

5th……………………………..The United States, Britain and Soviet Union signed treaty banning nuclear tests in atmosphere, space and underwater – 1963

6th……………………………..Atomic bomb on Hiroshima, Japan, kills an estimated 140,000 people – 1945

7th……………………………..Gen. Washington establishes Order of the Purple Heart for soldiers wounded in battle – 1782

9th……………………………..The United States drops an atomic bomb on Nagasaki, killing an estimated 74,000 people - 1945

13th……………………………DAV Executive Committee Meeting
14th……………………………President Truman announced that Japan had surrendered unconditionally, ending World War II.  – 1945 
23rd – ……….………………...Raffle Give Away / BBQ – Sportsman’s Warehouse – 1 p.m.
SEPTEMBER 2008
1st……………………………...LABOR DAY

1st……………………………...World War II begins as Nazi Germany invaded Poland – 1939 
10th…………………………….DAV Executive Committee Meeting
14th…………………………….Congress passed the Selective Service Act, providing for the first peacetime draft in U.S. history – 1940 
15th…………………………….DAV Membership Meeting – 6:00 p.m., Dinner – 7:00 p.m. – Irish Stew 
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