
The flag of our nation 
means many different 

things to our veterans. 
For some, it represents 

the solemn oath they took to defend the country and 
its citizens when they entered the military ranks. It can 
stand as a symbol of the freedoms and privileges we 
enjoy as Americans and the sacrifices that have been 
made to ensure others have a chance to pursue the 
same. To others, it is a poignant and sometimes painful 
reminder of those lost in battle, whether it is draped over 
a casket or carefully folded and placed into the arms of a 
loved one. Even for those who may see the flag as mere 
fabric and thread, it is inexorably linked to the spirit of 
our country—a red, white and blue reflection of all that 
our country is, was and can be.

This Memorial Day, we know many across the nation 
want to pay proper respect to the Stars and Stripes. The 
following guide will help ensure your flag is looking 
shipshape wherever—and whenever—you choose to fly it.

Display:
• The flag should be flown at half-mast on Memorial 

Day until noon, then raised.
• Flags should fly from sunrise to sunset but may 

be flown at night if properly illuminated.
• Fly the flag at half-mast during times of national 

mourning.
• Whether the flag is hung vertically or horizontally, 

the union (blue section) should always be in the 
upper left side.

Reminders:
• Bring the flag indoors if you’re expecting inclement 

weather (unless you have an all-weather flag).

• The flag should never rest on the ground.
• Flags shouldn't be used as clothing.
• On single flagpoles, the American flag should 

be on top, and no other flag should be larger.
Storing and maintaining the flag:
• A flag should be kept dry and folded properly 

into a triangle with the union visible.
• When a flag becomes tattered, damaged or 

otherwise worn out, it should be retired and 
properly disposed of.

Basic color guard protocols: 
• The color guard will announce, “Ladies and 

gentlemen, please rise for the presentation of 
colors and remain standing for the singing [or 
playing] of the national anthem, followed by the 
Pledge of Allegiance.”

• When the color guard brings the U.S. flag into a 
venue, whether you are seated in the audience or 
at the head table, stand and face the colors. 

• When passing or being passed by uncased 
(unfurled) colors, individuals may begin the hand 
salute when the colors are six paces distant and 
hold the salute until they have passed six paces 
beyond the colors.

• The color guard posts the colors, and  the national 
anthem is played. Immediately place your hand 
over your heart until the anthem is completed. If 
the Pledge of Allegiance is said after the anthem, 
keep your hand over your heart until completion.

• Remember--there is no requirement to stand or 
place your hand over your heart for any patriotic 
song other than the national anthem (the "Star 
Spangled Banner"). n
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