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HELLO FELLOW TEXANS 
The weather is right for getting out and en-

joying a nice ride on your motorcycle, if you have 
one. I’ve been able to find the time to go on sev-
eral rides through the upper Texas Coastal area, 
although, due to the late Spring, I haven’t put too 
many miles on my bike. 

            
  ‘95 model son (Geoffrey), ‘05 model Harley 

Harley-Davidson did a demographic study of 
their consumers and discovered that nearly half of 
their consumers were Veterans! At the DAV 2006 
National Convention, the Harley-Davidson Founda-
tion pledged One million dollars to our organization 
to support our initiatives, thus the formation of 
Harley’s Hero’s.  

The 2007 Harley’s Heroes Tour kicked off 
March 5-7 in Daytona, Florida, where Past National 
Commander James E. Surely and National Senior 
Vice Commander Robert T. Reynolds were in atten-
dance along with our NSO’s counseling veterans 
and providing benefits information to the crowds in 
Daytona. The DAV is sending their (MSOS) Mobile 
Service Offices throughout the U.S. Including over 
one hundred Harley-Davidson dealerships where 

benefits assistance will be offered to veterans of all 
ages in communities where they live. 

“The Harley’s Heroes Tour will introduce 
even more veterans to the benefits they are enti-
tled to receive,” said Gail Lione, President of the 
Harley-Davidson Foundation. “The overwhelming 
response of Harley-Davidson dealers signing up to 
participate reflects the commitment our dealers and 
riders have for the veteran community.” Only 
twenty-five percent of the 1.4 million who have so 
far fought in Iraq and Afghanistan who are eligible 
for benefits have filed, according to the VA. 

“In the truest sense of our mission to build 
better lives for disabled veterans and their families, 
the Harley’s Heroes Tour will enable the DAV to 
reach a greater number of veterans, better serving 
them and their families.” said Arthur Wilson. “Many 
of our youngest veterans are unaware of the bene-
fits they have earned. Informing those veterans of 
their rights will be the single most important task of 
the DAV during the 2007 Harley’s Heroes Tour.” 

On Armed Forces Day The VA National 
Cemetery participated in “Echo of the Taps World-
wide”. This event encompasses all VA National 
Cemeteries, State Veteran Cemeteries and Ameri-
can Battle Monuments Commission Cemeteries 
around the world. The goals of the “Echo Taps 
Worldwide” event are to honor and remember the 
sacrifices and contributions of our American mili-
tary, foster a new generation of buglers, preserve 
the tradition of a live bugler to play ’Taps’ for the 
final military honor, and raise awareness of veter-
ans’ cemeteries and VA benefits.  
  With the unofficial beginning of summer, I 
wish each and everyone a safe and special Memo-
rial Day. 

Yours in comradeship, 
Rex Lloyd 

 Department Commander 
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MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN 
 

THE DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS, 
DEPARTMENT OF TEXAS HAD THE 
FOLLOWING POPULATION SUMMARY AS OF 
5/16/2007:  
Life Members     61,518 
Part Life Members     22,263 
Total Members              83,781 
 

This years GOAL for full paid life members is: 
Goal      61,004  
Goal exceeded by 514!                            
Membership is open to any man or woman, who was wounded, 
gassed, injured or disabled in line of duty during time of war, while in 
the service of either the military or naval forces of the United States of 
America, and who has not been dishonorably discharged or separated 
from such service, or who may still be in active service in the armed 
forces of the United States of America is eligible for membership in the 
Disabled American Veterans.  Others, who are disabled while serving 
with any of the armed forces of any actions associated with the United 
States of America as allies during any of its war periods, who are 
American citizens and who are honorably discharged are also eligible.  

 

   As we are winding down this year I would 
like to thank all the members who worked so hard 
on signing up new members and also getting the 
partial paid and temporary members paid in full.  
As of May 6, The Department of Texas is in 2nd 
place in Division 1 (this is 35,000 or more mem-
bers) in membership standings. We have exceeded 
our life member goal by 435, putting Texas at 
100.71%.  GREAT JOB, TEXAS !!!  But just because 
we have reached (and surpassed) our goal does 
not mean we should be slowing down. There is 
much work that still needs to be done for our vet-
erans and the only way that the Disabled American 
Veterans will be able to get this work done is with 
the help of all of our members. With the voting 
power of our 1 million plus members the DAV is a 
force to be reckoned with. It is through the 
strength of numbers that things can and do get ac-
complished. That is why it is so important to keep 
up the good work of recruiting new members. Na-
tional has some new membership plans in the 
works for the upcoming year. Your hard work has 
paid off in so many ways and you can be proud of 
what has been accomplished.  

I hope to see everyone at the Department 
Convention in Austin. 

Doug Herrle 
Membership Chairman 

 
 
   

ADJUTANT’S COMMENTS 
 

 It has been mentioned before that National 
was willing to develop a web site for all Chapters 
and Departments at no cost to them.  To see 
what progress is being made, visit their site and 
explore what is being done. 
 http://www.davmembersportal.org/default.aspx 
On the left side of the page click on Department of 
Texas and on the bottom right side of that page 
click on Texas Chapter Links.  You will see that six 
chapters are presently listed.  Why not join in! 

For a Chapter to participate, you will need 
to notify National of your desire to have a site by 
going to: http://survey.dav.org/default.aspx .  You 
will also need to designate a webmaster to main-
tain the site.  I’d encourage all chapters to get in-
volved in this program.  It’s free for the asking and 
it’s the way of the future.  Further training on main-
taining the site will be offered at the National Con-
vention in New Orleans. 

Eldon  Armstrong 
Department Adjutant / Treasurer 

 

DISTRICT I 
 

  Spring is the time for rebirth and new life.  
By adhering to our principals of serving veterans, 
we can use the time to generate good will and 
promote outgrowth within our communities. 

Vice President Dick Cheney, VA Secretary 
Jim Nicholson and Senator Lieberman (D-Conn) all 
addressed the issues surrounding the care of the 
newest generation of veterans; they also voiced 
their concerns about the conditions in Building 18 
Walter Reed. 

A number of review groups, commissions 
and communities were established at all levels in an 
effort to ensure this would never happen again.  
What happened in 18 Walter Reed or any Veterans 
Hospital will never happen again. 

I was very happy when Texas made our 
membership goal.  I am glad to say that I’m very 
happy for all District 1-5 members.  Keep up the 
good work. 

I would like to see a member from each 
Chapter from District I try to make it to the De-
partment convention if possible.  The convention is 
in Austin, Texas in June 22nd thru 24th.  If all the 
Chapters can make it there I will see you there.  
Those who aren’t able to make it, keep up the good 
work. 
  I hope we have a successful coming year. 
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Yours in comradeship, 
Jesse Dryer 

 Commander, District I 
Telephone/Fax (915) 598-1025 

   

DISTRICT II 
 

  As your new District II Sr. Vice Commander, 
I would like to thank the nominating committee for 
their confidence in me and to all of the delegates 
who voted for me at the District II Convention in 
Tyler, TX.  I will make my best effort to visit as 
many chapters as possible in the coming year and 
to meet as many members as I can.  I'm sure that 
every chapter member attended a Memorial Day 
Service in their local area as did the members in 
the Dallas area at Restland, Laureland and most 
especially at the D/FW National Cemetery.  If you 
did not attend one, please make a special effort to 
do so next year and enjoy the service. 

All District II Chapters should now have a 
Certified Service Officer who attended and was cer-
tified at the convention.  They will be able to assist 
all veterans with claims or problems. 

As with most District Chapters, our Chapter, 
81 Greenville, has a problem getting new members. 
The local newspaper has been very supportive in 
covering events involving the DAV and the Chap-
ter.  We host a birthday party monthly at the Bon-
ham VA Hospital for the Recreational Therapy vet-
erans and the newspaper did a very nice article for 
us in the Greenville and Royse City papers.  In 
short, utilize your local newspaper to get the word 
out about events and membership.     

     Yours in service,  
                                                    Gene Allen 

  Sr. Vice Commander, District II 
 

DISTRICT III 
 

Greetings comrades, 
The storms have brought most of 

us throughout the state an abundance of rain. Our 
lakes are full. Our crops are growing, and it ap-
pears to be a good year ahead of us. 

It may be a good idea to remind all mem-
bers that we are governed by Robert`s Rules of 
Order. These are the guide for our conventions and 
our chapter meetings. They apply to all of 
the officers, the members, and our guest's present. 
Be mindful of your manners, be respectful, and be 
courteous towards all attending the meeting. 

Father's Day is on the 17th of June. Be sure 
to enjoy your families and rest up for our Depart-
ment Convention. This year it will be at 
the Doubletree Hotel, Austin, Texas. It is located at 
6505 I-35N, Austin, Texas. Please take Exit 238, 
approximately one (1) mile on the northbound ac-
cess road. I hope many of you will be able to at-
tend the convention this year. Remember the 
dates, June 22-24-2007; please make your reserva-
tion at 1-800-347-0330. 

I am glad to tell you that several District III 
members were in attendance at Department Chap-
lain Edwards' promotion ceremony to Brigadier 
General on April 14, 2007. Billy Wright, Chapter 
#219, James Prochnow, Chapter #4, Verla 
Prochnow, and Olie Pope, Chapter #173. It was an 
honor and a privilege for them to bear witness to 
such an act of recognition. 

Our April 26, 2007, several of our VAVS vol-
unteers were honored at the annual Volunteer Ap-
preciation Luncheon. Congratulations to the follow-
ing individuals who received awards: June Bell, 
Charlie Hawkins, Margaret Overman, Sam Bier, 
Ruth Bier, Kirk Bennett, David Dopkant, and Kristen 
Dopkant. Thanks to all of these people for their 
continued support of our veteran's hospitals. Your 
continued presence has truly made a difference to 
all you touch by your loving spirit! 

When I go to my doctor's appointments at 
the Waco and Temple VA hospitals, I always talk to 
the veterans. I point out that we need their mem-
bership, in order, to keep the Disabled American 
Veterans organization going strong. 
If your chapters have any news item that they 
would like published in the Department Bulle-
tin, you can e-mail me one (1) month ahead at  
tiredock@yahoo.com. I will be glad to include your 
news in my letter.   

  Yours in Comradeship, 
Roger Garza  

Commander, District III 
 

DISTRICT IV 
 

       I hope that all Chapters are using their Ser-
vice Officers in a manner that helps Chapter mem-
bers and also helps Chapter outreach and recruit-
ment.  Service Officer Training and Certification 
was offered at the recently completed District Con-
ventions. The training not only helps Chapter 
members but is also a very effective outreach tool 
for informing non-member Veterans about the 
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functions of the DAV and how membership is useful 
and desirable.  

It is suggested that Chapter Service Officers 
attend local functions that attract Veterans such as 
Memorial Day Services, July 4th Parades, and the 
Harley's Heroes Tour and "talk up" Veteran's Bene-
fits and how Veterans can apply through the DAV. 

I wish all of you good health.      
 Yours in Comradeship, 

Wolf Biedenfeld 
Commander, District IV 

 

DISTRICT V 
 

    As I sit and think about what is happening 
around us I am drawn to the conclusion that we 
need to remember even at a greater extent our 
comrades in arms. Our elected officials are debat-
ing the outcome of the war in Iraq, but at who 
is the real loser? Right now it is our troops that are 
trying to follow out the orders of the Commander-
In-Chief. We may not all agree on whether we 
should be in this conflict or not, but we should all 
be in agreement that our soldiers have no choice 
but to serve our country with the very best equip-
ment. They need to know and feel that we are 100 
percent behind them.  

We must remember how some of us felt 
when we returned from Vietnam. The country was 
against us; we were treated like we were the en-
emy. Our troops need and deserve our support and 
our gratitude that they are doing everything in their 
power to grant us the freedom we so desire.  

The Department Convention is coming this 
month, and we need to be there as a sign of sup-
port for the new comrades that are joining us. 
Please seek out and encourage those around you 
that are now the disabled, because of the conflicts 
of Iraq and Afghanistan, to join us to bring about a 
stronger voice to our elected officials. 

Hope to see many of you at our Convention 
in Austin.      
                      Yours in Comradeship, 

Albert Owens  
Commander, District V 

 

BPT / LEGISLATIVE REPORT 
 

HARLEY'S HEROES™ 
   In conjunction with Commander Lloyd’s arti-
cle I wish to inform you all of this exciting outreach 
opportunity. 

  Disabled American Veterans is dedicated to 
a single purpose: building better lives for our na-
tion’s disabled veterans and their families. 
   DAV offers a wide variety of programs and 
initiatives to serve those who served. Assistance is 
provided in various ways; helping veterans obtain 
earned benefits, transportation to/from hospitals, 
relief from disasters, and educating the public 
about disabled veterans’ issues.  
   The Harley-Davidson Foundation is helping 
DAV bring benefits, education, and counseling into 
the communities of our veterans through the DAV 
Mobile Service Office (MSO). The DAV MSO pro-
gram is available free of charge to all veterans and 
their families and is staffed by highly trained pro-
fessional counselors who are skilled experts in de-
veloping and prosecuting veterans’ claims. 
   Some of the local dates for Texas include:  
     July 21, 2007 Central Texas Harley, 804 E. 
Braker, Austin TX, 78753 
     July 28, 2007 Cowboy Harley, 10917 S. IH35, 
Austin, TX 78747 
     August 27, 2007 Harley Davidson of North 
Texas, 1910 Old Denton RD., Carrollton, TX 75006. 
     September 15, 2007 Fort Hood Harley, 875 
W. Centex Expwy, Harker Heights TX 76548. 
     November 9, 2007 Texan Harley, 2111 North 
Frazier Conroe, TX 77301 
     November 10, 2007, Harley of the Wood-
lands, 25545 IH45 North The Woodlands, TX 77380       

Jim Roos 
BPT/Legislative Chairman 

 

VAVS REPORT 
 

          I hope everyone is ready for the Depart-
ment Convention in Austin. Our Department Com-
mander, Rex Lloyd, assures me there is plenty to 
see and do. So gather up as many members as you 
can, come out and get reacquainted with old 
friends and make new ones. But don’t forget this is 
a working vacation. 
    Texas is in Division I on membership stand-
ings, we have more than 61,340 lifetime mem-
bers. At the present time there are 90 chapters in 
the Department of Texas. They are divided into five 
(5) Districts. What keeps all these running are the 
Volunteers who give their time and effort unsel-
fishly to the DAV Organization.  
    There are several programs a volunteer 
may work with, they range from national to state 
and local chapter programs.  We have the Trans-
portation Network, VA Voluntary Service Program, 
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Celebrity Entertainment Program, Local and State 
volunteerism and the National Disabled Veterans 
Winter Sports Clinic. Contact your local chapter to 
see how you may help. 
    The Michael E. DeBakey VA Medical Center 
in Houston Texas will host the National Veterans 
Golden Age Games on August 27 thru 31st 2007. 
There is still a great need of volunteers so please 
give Bryan J. Dyck the Voluntary Service Manager a 
call at 713-791-1414 ext 5596. 
    As always, I send a Special Thank You to 
all volunteers who make it happen.      

Marce Hill 
Department VAVS Chairman 

 

Women Veteran’s Representative 
 

   Each month I research current happenings 
as well as historical facts that include military 
women in an effort to bring you interesting infor-
mation. Somehow I missed something that hap-
pened in 2005, you may be aware of it but just in 
case you aren’t I decided to make this month’s arti-
cle about Sgt. Leigh Ann Hester, Vehicle com-
mander, 617th Military Police Company. 
  Sgt Hester was the first woman to receive 
the Silver Star Medal since World War II. The first 
Silver Star awarded to military women was 
awarded to four Army nurses during World War II. 
She is a member of a National Guard Unit out of 
Richmond, KY and was awarded the medal, along 
with two other members of her unit, for actions 
during an ambush on their convoy. 
  Hester’s squad was shadowing a supply 
convoy March 20, 2005 when anti-Iraqi fighters 
ambushed the convoy.  Sgt Hester led her team 
through the “kill zone” and into a flanking position, 
where she assaulted a trench line with grenades 
and M203 grenade-launcher rounds. She and her 
squad leader cleared two trenches at which time 
she killed three insurgents with her rifle. When the 
fight was over there were 27 insurgents dead, six 
were wounded and one was captured. 
  Being the first women to receive the Silver 
Star since WW2 is significant to Sgt Hester but she 
doesn’t dwell on that fact. “It really doesn’t have 
anything to do with being female,” she said. “It’s 
about the duties I performed that day as a soldier.”  
When asked if she was scared that day she said 
“Your training kicks in and the soldier kicks in.  It’s 
your life or theirs, you’ve got a job to do, protecting 
yourself and your comrades.” Hester was awarded 
her medal at Camp Liberty, Iraq. 

               
Yours in service 

Teresa Johniken 
Women’s Veteran Department Appointee  

 

DAV AUXILIARY COMMANDER 
   

      
 

    A very wise teacher I once had taught her 
students that “each person’s freedom ceases when 
it takes away another person’s freedom.” For ex-
ample, we have the freedom of religion, speech, to 
have careers of our choice and to vote for the per-
son we want in an elected office.  But, we do not 
have the freedom to take these rights away from 
someone else!  
    Many times each year there are special days 
when we have the opportunity to pass the meaning 
of freedom to others. Memorial Day, Veterans Day, 
Flag Day, 4th of July, of course, but how about 
Armed Forces Day, Patriot Day, POW/MIA Day, 
Pearl Harbor Day, Thanksgiving Day, National Free-
dom Day, and President’s Day?  These all offer us 
chances to reach out to others and remind our fel-
low countrymen and women, that they live in a 
country that must continue to support the freedoms 
of each individual, and that when the need arises, 
we commit to put our personal desires aside and do 
whatever is necessary to protect these freedoms. 
     During the past few years new ideas have 
come about to honor those who are fighting for, 
and who have fought for, the protection of our 
freedoms. “Wreaths Across American” is becoming 
more widespread each year with the placing of a 
Wreath in honor of each branch of the Military at 
the cemeteries.  Echo Taps is another remem-
brance of those who served. I expect some of the 
cemeteries in your area are becoming involved to 
pay honor to our freedom fighters. Here in the Dal-
las-Forth Worth area, our National Cemetery joins 
in these events. 
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    Your Mission: This year, each of you indi-
vidually, and as a DAV Auxiliary Unit, please Re-
member... Every man and woman who has served 
in some capacity to protect our Freedoms. 
Honor... Every man and woman who laid down his 
or her life in service to our Nation.  Thank... those 
who today are facing the important job of protect-
ing us. Dedicate… yourself to continue to support 
the ideals of the Disabled American Veterans and 
Auxiliaries. 
     Looking forward to seeing you at our State 
Convention where we can accomplish our Auxiliary 
business and enjoy the camaraderie of those who 
are determined to continue to work for the rights 
for our veterans and for the remembrance and 
meaning of their service.    

Alice Armstrong 
Commander, DAV Auxiliary 

 

DAV AUXILIARY ADJUTANT 
 

The Disabled American Veterans Auxiliary 
had the following Population Summary as of 
5/16/2007: 
Life Members               6,046  
Total Members                         6,742     
 

THIS YEARS GOAL is: 
Goal      7,053 
Goal percentage                  95.59 
UNDER Goal                    311     

 

ITEMS OF INTEREST 
 

Your hospitality Suite will be located on the 
third floor, Room 386. While the "No Smoking" rule 
applies in the Suite as well as throughout the 
Doubletree Hotel, the Hospitality Suite will have a 
small balcony area to accommodate smokers. 
     Hospitality Room hours of operations:  
Thursday 21 June   5- 10:00 p.m. 
Friday      22 June 11:00 a.m. - 1:30 PM 
    (Open after Cmdr's Reception) 
Saturday, 23 June 11-1:30 PM 
    (Open after Banquet) 
Sunday, 24 June - CLOSED    

Your Hospitality Suite service is designed to 
provide light lunches, snacks and beverages condu-

cive to an atmosphere which affords Delegates the 
opportunity to initiate meet-and-greet or cross-talk. 
We hope to see you there. 

 

         
  

 
 

TAPS 
 

 Department has been notified that the fol-
lowing comrades have been called into final forma-
tion above:   
Eloy Guerrero, Ch 14 passed February 2007 
Orval D Benedict Ch 101 (Past Commander) 
Passed 04/27/2007 
Walter F. Muchnicki Ch 101 Passed 04/27/2007 
Leon Messer Ch 16 passed 4/17/07. 
Wayne E. Hart Ch 16 DAV passed 4/25/07. 
Mike L. Terrazas, Ch 187 passed April 07 
Miguel Q. Alvarado, Ch 187 passed April 07 
Manson C. Ball, Ch 187 passed April 07 
Sug Boyd Ch 16 passed May 07 
Phillip L. Brooks Ch 16 passed May 07 
Warren E. McNiel Ch 137 passed Mar 07     
 Department and the membership extend deep-
est sympathies to the family members, friends, and 
comrades of these fallen heroes. May each one rest 
in honor. 

    
 
 
 

Please feel free to call, write, or e-mail the Ad-
jutant’s office if you have a loss in your family, 
Chapter, or Unit that should be included in this 
column.   

 



All of you auxiliary members out there - have you visited the National website and seen the monthly 
“Happenings at Headquarters”?  Here is what it looked like for April ’07.  Check it out. 
 

DAVA HAPPENINGS AT HEADQUARTERS 
Membership – Sign up those new members because we need them!! Sure, the Mae 
Holmes deadline for reaching quota has passed, but don’t let that stop you from recruiting 
new members. Units still have time to make quota for the 2006-2007 membership year. 
Every member increases our voice in Washington concerning legislative issues critical to the 
benefit entitlement of our nation’s veterans and their dependents. There’s a lot of work to be 
done for our veterans and membership is the foundation of that mission. 
The March/April issue of the DAV Magazine, Pages 14 and 15, focuses on the DAV 
Auxiliary and our role of supporting veterans. Use this issue as a tool when approaching 
prospective members since the information speaks for itself. Since our organization is no 
longer gender specific our membership numbers should be soaring, but to do that we need the 
help of each and every member. 
 

Top Recruiter Award – The top recruiter for the 2006-007 membership year will be 
invited to attend the national convention in New Orleans, Louisiana, with their transportation 
and room paid for the five days of the convention. (In the event of the recruiter’s inability to 
attend the national convention, a monetary amount will be awarded.) Eligibility for this 
award requires that the top recruiter sign up a minimum of 25 new senior members. In the 
event of a tie, a drawing will be held to determine the winner. It’s not too late to start signing 
up new members to qualify for the Top Auxiliary Recruiter Award. Remember, when 
signing up new members you must indicate your membership number on the application in 
order to receive sponsor credit. So, don’t miss out on credit for your recruiting efforts – write 
your membership number in the sponsor section of the application. 
 

Fidelity Bond – At the 2006 national convention, the convention delegates approved a 
bylaw change concerning the fidelity bond. Effective July 1, 2007, “It will be the 
responsibility of each unit and state department to obtain their own fidelity bond coverage for 
all persons having custody of unit funds of this organization.” This coverage has been under 
a blanket policy secured by the national organization; however, the expense of acquiring such 
coverage has become very costly in recent years. 
 

National Convention – Credentials were mailed to the units with the March month-end 
mailing. Elect your delegates, fill out the credentials and give to the delegates, complete the 
yellow delegate listing form and send only this yellow form to national headquarters. 
 

Reports – It’s report time again. When the program reports are completed, be sure to send 
them to the state officer designated on the form. Do not send them to national headquarters. 
 

We truly appreciate the dedication of our members because without your generous 
commitment and selfless acts of kindness we could not achieve the goals established 
by the founders of this great organization. 
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Big Spring Chapter 47, Chapter Commander Ed Meiser and members were proud to 
present this much needed vehicle to the Big Spring VA Hospital.  VA Director Michael 
Bell cuts the ribbon.  Congratulations Big Spring 47 for your service to veterans! 
 


