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DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS
R.L. FERGUSON - CHAPTER 4
Chapter Home at
83 and Wausau
Phone: (806) 771-7779
URL:
www.davmembersportal.org/chapters/txi4

MARCH 2010

Dear Comrades:

Our next meeting will be March 13. This
‘meeing wil be used to choose the delegates going
to Amarillo for the District | Convention. We wil
need to have vofing delegates 1o elect new officers
at the Distict level. The Convention will be held
Apiil9, 10, and 11 at Amarilo.

The only election news | can give you at this
point s Juan Ruz is running for District
Commander.  He is curently the Sr. Vice
Commander flom EI Paso. In two years it will
probably be our tum to host the District Convention
here in Lubbock. Any member interested in a
distict offie should let me know. Because the
distict level has no chapters, the jobs are
coordinating fund raisers, liaison from State to
Chapters to their Disticts, and visiing Chapters in
District 1.

In other news, the bural servioe and funeral
Gefail for the unmarked graves at Lubbock
Cemetery will be on April 179 at 1:00 PM. This is a
very powerful statement to our commurity, veterans
or not. We should thank our Thrif Store for helping
116 bring this to liaht We should also look sharp and

wear our caps $0 the photo op will help us get our
organization out there. There will be lots of folks
there to share in the light a project like this brings.
Rod Manning is our point main and will keep us
abreast o changes or additions.

We should fout this work at the District
Convention and maybe a firestomn of pairiotism wil
start the same work done at all small cemetery’s
with our help. Unmarked graves are a negiigence
we should not folerate anywhere, much less in
Texas or countrywide.

A program is available to OIF and OEF vets
intorested in a fuly funded reintegration of
wilderess expedition. This is for Afghan and Iraqi
vets pending a medical screening. Please contact
us for phone number or web site.

Also, the National Personnel Records Center
(NPRC) has announced that Vets may gain access
to their DD-214. For detais call the ofice or
v vetrecs archives gov.

The VIA. is surveying recent retuming veterans
households to educate them about services
available thru the Depariment of Veterans Affairs
The VA will self diagnose its own programs and
senvices 10 better help the changing demographics
of the veterans and their families needs. Imagine
that! A govemment agency that audis itself and
adjusts - we are fortunate forthe time being

The Forget-Me-Not drive is on the horizon -
March 28" and 29%. Please help where you can,
our aging chapter has held up this drive in the past
and we need new ideas and new and old volunteers.

Thank you for participating, just like you said you
would

~ Les Beaty, Commander
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| have had several calls on Death and Burial
Benefis, so | wil go over them again.
BURIAL BENEFITS

1. You must have the Veterans Honorable
Discharge Papers (DD-214) available to give to the.
funeral home to receive any benefts from the VA
(WWIl Vets may have a difierent form (AGO 55-53).
Make sure family members know where it has been
stored.

2. Every Honorably Discharged Veteran gets a
flag and a headstone even if they have never
registered with the Veterans Affairs. Once you
present the Discharge papers (DD-214) to. the
funeral home they will make amangements for a
miltary presence if authorized The funeral home
willorder the flag and the headstone.

3. If a Veteran IS GETTING A CHECK FROM
THE VA the individual that pays for the burial can
file to receive a Burial Beneft of $300.00 for the plot
2nd $300.00 for the burial regardless of how the Vet
passed away. (One exception is f they passed avay
ina VA facilty they are eligible for this benefit also).
o apply, you need to bring in an original death
ceriificate, burel bil, and DD-214 to the DAV
Representative or TVC Representative. They will
help you apply for the benefit.

4 Lastly - ifthe Vet passes away of one or more
of hisher SERVICE CONNECTED disabilties
(Death Certicate must verlfy reason of deatr)
Then monetary amount changes  from $300.00 to
£1000.00 for both plat and burial.

'DEATH BENEFITS, DEPENDENT INDEMNITY
COMPENSATION (DIC) APPLIES TO SERVICE
CONNECTED BENEFITS ONLY

1. A spouse and or child under 18 or chid under
23 atiending an approved VA school can receive
DIC ifthe following apples:

2. The Veteran passed away of hister SERVICE
CONNECTED disabilty or a condition directly
related to that disabiity (must be on Death
Certficate or letter from aftending doctor) or for the
burial regardless of how the Vet passed aviy.

3. Veleran is rated 100% SERVICE
CONNECTED for 10 years or more (includes LU.).

4. Apply at the same time you bring in the Death
Certfcate for the Burial Benefit

1f you have any questions please call, my direct
phone number at the VA Clinic is 472-3462 - a direct
fine.

~ Harry J. Carroll, DSO/DAV

LEGISLATIVE NEWS

The Department of Veferans Affars Wil re-
evaluate Gulf War Veterans claims and medical
problems.  This will no doubt revisit healthcare,
birth rates and children. The VA wil use this
opportunity to retrain and upgrade staff and
procedures for these overlooked claim processes.
On the floor of the senate is .252, the Veterans
Heallh Care Authorization Act of 2009, This
legislation makes positve changes in senvices and
programs, and pleces new requirements that will
improve VA personnel polices. Also, it would make
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mental health senvices; improve traumatic brain
injury, and add programs to help homeless
veterans.

Senator John Coyn (R-TX) and Kay Bailey
Hutchison (R-TX) are our contact poinis. - BE
PROACTIVE —

~ Les Baaty, Logisiation for March 2010

CHAPLAIN'S CORNER

Sixteen marble grave markers are now in place at
the Lubbock Cemetery and 48 more are expected fo
be delivered soon. It is hoped that by the time you
read this, @ great many more wil have been
erccted.

There has been a change in the date of the
dedication ceremony that is going to be held at the
Lubbock Cemetery folowing the installation of the
grave markers for our veteran's gravesites. The new
and correct ime and date is 1:00 PM, Saturday, 17
April. Again, all of our post members are uged fo
attend this ceremony as we pay tibute o our
comrades who rest there. Mark your calendaril
Please remember to dress accordingly and to vear
uniforms, miltary decorations, etc., as you are able.
We want this 1o be a very special occasion!

Our thoughs & prayers go out fo Julia Wiebusch
following the death of her husband, Artur, on 10
January. They were blessed with being together for
62 years. Arthur was a long time member of our
DAV chapter and veteran of WWIl.

s mesnabiing on. ouF piader Bk e Cibing.

Lyons; Tom Burtis; Jim & Jean Shater; Clyde &
Dawn Blakely; Charies Mclnnis; Pat & Cindy Pation;
Orval & Mary Gryder, Wes & Darla Daugherty; &
John & JoAnn Zahn. If you know of others wiho may
be in need, please contact me by phone at: 368-

0710 or by email at: fimanning@hotmail.com.
A woman took her overworked husband to see a

doctor. Afer the examination, the concemed doctor
took the woman aside and said, "I dor'tlie the way
your husband looks.”

“Neither do I" said the woman, ®but he's always
been good fo the chidren.”

May God confinue to bless you with a good
sense of humor, good fortune and good health

~ Rod Manning, Chaplain

DAV AUXILIARY NEWS

My goodness the month sure can get away. Well
thanks fo all who made tto the last meeting.

We need as many as possible this month, we will
be making armangements for Distict 1 Gonference.
Itis in Amarilo on April 9,10 and 11. | have heard
that the DAV may try to take a bus for the Saturday
meeting and dinner, maybe some of the ladies
would fike to make this tip too. Il have more
information by meeting time o it can be brought to
the floor

1'had an angiogram done on the 25th of February
and all is great, no blockage and no problems.

Well Clarence said he has already run out of
ideas for dinners so put your thinking caps on and
s S soma: Wase, We: kriowr abont o Clikiass.
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We decided since every one enjoyed the fajtes
we would fix them again. So bring fice, beans,
chips, and we will have the meat, cheese and
fortllas. You know what you like so bring it on

1 am looking forward to seeing you all on the 13th
of March Lets have a BHG tm owt

~ Gay Lynn Lee, Auxiliary Commander

lynnlee50@windstream.net
B06-832-5027
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