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CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS OF CHAPTER 6l
DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS 
SEGUIN, TEXAS

CONSTITUTION
ARTICLE I - NAME
The name of this chapter shall be GUADALUPE COUNTY CHAPTER 61 DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS, INC., and is located in the City of Seguin, County of Guadalupe, and State of Texas.
ARTICLE II - PURPOSE
The purpose of this Chapter is to build better lives for all of our nation’s disabled veterans and their families and, in furtherance of that purpose, to support the program of the DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS as defined in the National Constitution and By-Laws and Regulations of the National Executive Committee.
ARTICLE III - MEMBERSHIP
Membership in this chapter shall conform to the requirements as set forth in the National Constitution and By-Laws.  There shall be no associate, special, or honorary memberships in this chapter.
ARTICLE IV - ADMINISTRATION
Section 1. The administrative affairs of this chapter shall be vested in the Chapter Executive Committee. In emergencies the Executive Committee may convene to take necessary action as limited in the Chapter Bylaws and appropriate Regulations.  All other actions must be approved by a majority vote of those members present and voting at the next regular Chapter meeting.
Section 2. The Executive Committee shall be composed of the Commander, Senior Vice Commander, Junior Vice Commander, Treasurer, and any other elected Chapter officers.
Section 3. At time specified, the chapter shall elect officers in accordance with Chapter Bylaws. Neither the Chapter Commander nor any Chapter Vice Commander may serve as Chapter Adjutant or Treasurer.
Section 4. If a conflict between National and Chapter Bylaws arise, National Bylaws will override Chapter Bylaws. 
ARTICLE V - EXECUTIVE
The executive power of this chapter shall be vested in the Chapter Commander.
ARTICLE VI - AUXILIARY
This chapter recognizes an auxiliary, subject only to such supervision as conforms with the National and Department Constitution and By-Laws of both organizations.
Article VII – AMENDMENTS
This Constitution may be amended at any Chapter meeting by a two-thirds majority vote of those present and voting, subject to approval of the Department and National Judge Advocate and effective only after the date of approval, provided that amendment is read at two consecutive meetings.

BYLAWS
ARTICLE I - ORGANIZATION

Section 1.  This Chapter recognizes the National Organization known as Disabled American Veterans, incorporated by Act of Congress, and affirms its allegiance, and subordination to the national Organization, its Constitution, Bylaws, and all rules, mandates and regulations promulgated pursuant thereto.  Upon dissolution of the Chapter, the assets remaining after the payment of its debts shall be distributed as provided within Article 6 of the National Bylaws.
Section 2.  Governing body of this chapter shall be the chapter in session, except as provided in the Constitution and Bylaws.
Section 3.  Records of the proceedings of the chapter and executive committee shall be kept and open for inspection to any member in good standing.

ARTICLE II - CHARTER
The charter of this chapter, issued by the National Department, is its authority to function and shall be displayed behind the Commander's station at all regular meetings.
ARTICLE III - EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Section 1.	The Executive Committee shall be composed of the Commander, who shall be the presiding officer, Senior-Vice Commander, Junior-Vice Commander, Treasurer and any other elected officers.
Section 2. 	Meetings of the Executive Committee will be called by the Commander, or at the request of a majority of its members, made in writing to the Commander.
Section 3. 	Appointed officers, committee chairmen, and lay members may attend the Executive Committee meetings, but without the right to vote.
Section 4.	A majority of the members of the Executive Committee will constitute a quorum.
Section 5. 	The Executive Committee may act for the chapter only in emergencies and at all other times shall recommend courses of action to the Chapter when in session.
Section 6.	The Executive Committee may approve expenditures of $300 or less within a one (1) month period having been deemed beneficial to the operation of the Chapter or an inclusive part of the DAV’s mission.
ARTICLE IV - OFFICERS AND THEIR DUTIES
Section 1.  
Para. 1. 	The chapter shall elect a Commander, Senior Vice Commander, Junior Vice Commander, Treasurer and Chaplain.
Para. 2.  The Commander shall appoint the Adjutant, Historian, Service Officer, Legislative Officer, Officer of the Day, Sergeant at Arms and such other officers and committees as are necessary to carry out the business of the chapter.
Para.  3.	Neither the Chapter Commander nor any Chapter Vice Commander may serve as the Treasurer or Adjutant.
Section 2. The Commander shall perform the duties of his station as set forth in the official DAV Ritual.  He shall be the presiding officer and in his absence, the duty falls to the next highest officer in line of succession who is present.  He shall maintain order and dispatch such business as may legally come before him.  All checks or vouchers issued by the Treasurer must be countersigned by the Commander or a designated officer in his absence.  He shall perform all other duties that may be reasonably assured to be incidental to his office, including those set forth in this Constitution and in the official DAV Ritual, and such other duties as may be lawfully delegated to him by the chapter.
Section 3.  The Senior Vice Commander shall perform such duties of his station as are set forth in the DAV Ritual.  He shall be the Membership Chairman and as such is responsible for campaigns to increase membership.
Section 4.  The Junior Vice Commander shall perform the duties of his station as are set forth in the official DAV Ritual.  He shall see that every member is given a reasonable opportunity to state his views on any subject under discussion in a meeting of the chapter, not inconsistent with this Constitution or Robert's Rules of Order.
Section 5.  The Adjutant shall keep a true and complete record of all business conducted by the chapter and its Executive Committee.  He shall conduct necessary correspondence; carry into effect the motions, orders and resolutions of the chapter and its Executive Committee not otherwise assigned; keep membership lists with names and addresses; collect all fees, dues and fines and turn them over to the chapter Treasurer; notify officially in writing all members of a change in time and place of chapter meetings at least two days in advance thereof; receive and act upon applications for membership; send in Officer Reports to National and State Departments as within 10 days of the installment of new officers; and, in addition to all other duties specifically assigned to him by the chapter or by the Executive Committee, shall do all things incidental and necessary to increase the activities, service (s) and effectiveness of the DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS.
Section 6.  The Treasurer shall receive and deposit all the money for the chapter.  He shall make authorized disbursements by check only and shall keep a system of accounts approved by the chapter, preserving all receipts and vouchers and payments made.  He shall render a monthly report of receipts and expenditures, bank balances and savings accounts to the Executive Committee and to the Chapter.  No funds may be withdrawn from chapter savings accounts except when duly authorized in writing by majority vote of the Executive Committee; and, in which event, such withdrawal must be signed by the Treasurer and countersigned by the Commander or his designated officer from and approved by the Executive Committee in case of the absence of either the Treasurer or Commander.  In the event a Chapter member or Officer receives payment for services, the Treasurer shall complete Internal Revenue Form 990 when it is indicated and a copy sent to National and Department.  A financial report, annually, within 90 days following the end of the chapter's fiscal year, shall be filed with the Department Adjutant and the National Adjutant.  The Chapter Treasurer is authorized to pay or reimburse the following expenses:
Para 1.  Recurring bills (i.e. telephone, utilities, internet, P.O.Box rental, garbage pickup, Chapter 61 Home ground maintenance, etc.
Para 2.  Office Supplies of $100 or less within a one month period.  Office supplies includes paper, pens, printer inks, pencils, tape, staples and other regularly exhausted materials.  Office equipment purchases are not authorized and must be voted on at a regular business meeting.
Para 3.  Food purchases of $150 or less within a one month period for Saturday Morning breakfasts and other special occasion meals that are part of Chapter functions or fund raisers.
Para 4.  Executive Committee approved expenses. 
All other expenses, expenditures, or obligations must be approved by the Chapter 61 Membership.
Section 7.  The Chaplain shall perform the duties of his station as set forth in the official DAV Ritual.  He shall visit the sick and comfort the families of deceased members.  He shall be responsible for encouraging attendance at DAV conducted funerals and the proper conduct thereof.  Subject to the direction of the chapter, he shall act as the Hospital Visitation Chairman and, with the approval of the chapter, may appoint one or more members to assist him as Chairman.  He shall also perform such duties as might be incumbent upon his office.
Section 8.  The Historian shall keep a brief history of the activities of the chapter during term of office to be kept as a permanent record of the chapter.  He shall also act as Publicity Officer of the chapter and regularly furnish proper publicity material to local newspapers, radio stations and the official DAV National and Department publications, with the approval of the Commander.  No other member shall cause any publicity to be given to any chapter activities or concerning the chapter without the approval of the Commander.
Section 9.  The Service Officer shall advise and assist disabled veterans and their dependents and survivors in the technical preparation and prosecution of their equitable claims for benefits from any governmental agency.
Section 10.  The Officer of the Day shall perform such duties as are set forth in the Official Ritual of the National Organization, and as may be delegated to him by the chapter Commander.  He shall welcome all visitors and see that each is properly introduced.
Section 11.  The Sergeant at Arms shall perform the duties of his respective office as prescribed in the Official Ritual of the National Organization, and as may be delegated to him by the Chapter Commander.  He shall be responsible for those present in a meeting as to their eligibility for participation therein, and shall report to the Commander as to any visitors present.  He shall obey and enforce the orders of the Commander in preserving order at the meetings and shall allow no one to enter or depart during the opening ceremonies or during the initiation of applicants. He will be the rule enforcer and therefore should be provided a copy of the most current Robert’s Rules of Order so that he may be familiar with the conduct expected in a meeting.
Section 12.  In addition to the foregoing, the respective Chapter Officers shall faithfully perform and carry out such other and further duties as may be properly assigned to them from time to time by the chapter.
Section 13.  Only one member can hold one elective Chapter Office at one time.  An elective officer may also hold an appointive office and vice versa.
ARTICLE V - QUALIFICATIONS
Section 1.  Any person holding membership in this Organization shall be eligible to any elective or appointive office in this Organization, except as otherwise provided in these Bylaws.
ARTICLE VI-TENURE OF OFFICE
Section 1. Officers of the Chapter will be nominated in March and again in April.  Officers shall be elected annually in the month of May and shall serve for a period of 12 months or until newly elected officers are installed.
Section 2. 
Para. 1. Unexcused absence of any officer for three consecutive meetings shall be cause for removal and the Commander is empowered to appoint a member to serve the unexpired term, with the chapter’s approval.
Para 2.  In the event the office of Commander shall be vacated, the Senior Vice Commander shall be elevated to Commander, Junior Vice Commander to Senior Vice Commander, and the vacancy filled as outlined above.
Section 3.	A majority of the present membership votes to elect a candidate for any office. 
ARTICLE VII - MEMBERSHIP
Section 1.  
Para. 1.  When indicated, applicants for membership shall be investigated by the membership committee and a report made to the chapter at the next regular meeting.
Para. 2.  Following verification of eligibility, the Chapter will then vote acceptance and initiation may be made at the same meeting or at a later date.
Para. 3.  The same procedure shall apply to transfers.
Section 2.  Any member in good standing having met the above criterion is eligible to vote on any motion or election.
ARTICLE VIII – FINANCES
Section 1.  The Treasurer shall deposit all monies in the name of the chapter and all checks shall be co-signed by the Commander, or one other designated officer, on all checks.
Section 2.  The Treasurer or other designated Chapter Officer shall be charged with handling normal finances in the operation of the chapter.
Section 3.  Membership dues shall be as provided in the National Bylaws.
Section 4.  The Treasurer shall make a report at each meeting and records shall be open to any member when a reasonable request is made.
ARTICLE IX - MEETINGS
Section 1. The Chapter must hold at least four (4) regular meetings with a quorum present within a membership year.  Meeting times, dates, and location will be determined by a majority vote of the chapter in session.
	Para. 1.	Chapter 61 regularly meets on the 2nd Tuesday of every month at the Chapter House from 7PM till 8PM or business is finished.
Section 2.	Special meetings of the Chapter may be called by the Commander whenever the Commander may deem it necessary, or when the Commander is requested in writing to do so by ten (10) or more members.
Section 3. Rules of meetings shall be as follows:
Para 1.	A quorum shall consist of seven (7) members in good standing, of which two (2) must be elected Chapter officers. 
Para 2.	Robert's Rules of Order (revised) will govern except as herein stated.
Para 3.	Voting shall be by voice unless otherwise requested by a majority of members present.
Para 4.	Grievances of a personal nature will not be in order on the floor unless introduced by the Grievance Committee or other committee having authority to consider such matters.


ARTICLE X - COMMITTEES
Section 1.	All committees will meet at the call of the chairman or Commander.
Section 2.	Committees shall consist of not less than three or more than seven members, including the chairman (except as otherwise herein provided); and shall be appointed by the Commander with the approval of the chapter.
Section 3.	The Chapter Commander shall be a member ex officio of all committees.
Section 4.	The chapter shall have an Auditing Committee.
Para. 1. Neither the Commander, Senior Vice Commander, Treasurer, Adjutant nor finance Committee Chairman shall be a member of this committee.
Para. 2.  The Auditing Committee shall conduct an audit in accordance with the National Bylaws.
ARTICLE XI - MISCELLANEOUS
Section 1.	All amendments or changes to these bylaws shall be in accordance with Article VII of the Constitution.
Section 2.	A copy of this Constitution and By-laws shall be properly affixed to the back of the framed charter to prevent its loss and in order that it may always be available for reference.
Section 3.	To the extent to which the provisions of this Constitution and By-laws are or may be at any time become inconsistent with the provisions of the Constitution and By-laws and lawful mandates, decisions and regulations of either the State or National Departments, as now in force or as hereafter amended or adopted, this instrument shall be deemed amended so as to conform thereto.
Section 4.	The masculine, whenever used in this Constitution and By-laws shall include the feminine gender.



ATTEST: ________________________ 		 Adopted after the final reading the ____ day of ___________, 20__.

_________________________________		__________________________________
Juan Deleon						Marlin Howze
ADJUTANT					COMMANDER


________________________________
Dennis Nixon
JUDGE ADVOCATE TX
I CERTIFY that the within constitution and/or bylaws does not conflict with those of the National Organization, and to that extent, is approved.


