
Contact  information: 
Commander: 
Mark Melton 
     Office: (253) 302-4960  

Adjutant:  
Jake Holeman 
     Office: (253) 472-4680 
     Home: (253) 588-7454 
Chaplain 
Mike Webb 
    (206) 220-6225 
Chapter Service Officer 
Mark Melton 
     Office: (253) 302-4960 
National Service Office 
Seattle: (206) 220-6225 
American Lake VAMC 
     253-582-8440 Ext. 6990       
or  253-583-1303 

VA – 1-800-827-1000          
(Dial 0 for a representative) 
 
* You can also find us if  you 
have facebook at DAV Har-
mony 18 

e. UNIT: Name, address, Location of unit 
assigned? 

f. THEN: Field Hospital, Med Center, Hos-
pital, Clinic? 

g. NOW: Current doctor’s name and ad-
dress; Dates of surgery, treatment or 
evaluation? 

h. LIST ALL DOCTORS AND 
TREATMENTS OUTSIDE THE 
MILITARY AND THE VA 

 
The more you can document, the better: 
and remembering details can help lead you 
to more supporting documents. Letters 
and statements from shipmates or com-
rades may also help to establish your pres-
ence in the events at which you were in-
jured or infected.  

Harmony Chapter 18 and  
Auxiliary participating in the  

Auburn Veteran’s Day Parade on 
November 6, 2010 

Next Meeting Info Box 
 At our next meeting, which will be at     
1 p.m. on 1/15/2011 at our Chapter  
location: 5604 75th Street West (on the 
street behind the McDonalds on Custer 
Road SW), we will continue to set priori-
ties on how we can be of service to other 
Disabled American Veterans and their 
families. Please post the dates of our 
meetings on your calendar and plan to 
attend. 

The main dish provided by the chapter 
for January is chili; for February, 
.lasagna; March, Yakisoba. Please bring a 
side dish that will complement the main 
dish or a salad or a dessert. 

The Auxiliary meets at about the same 
time as does Harmony Chapter 18. 

WHAT DO YOU NEED TO 
BRING TO THE SERVICE  
OFFICER TO MAKE OR    
UPGRADE A VA CLAIM? 

1. Bring your DD 214  
2. Bring your marriage certificate (if married) 
3. Bring the birth certificates of your children. 
4. Documents which answer the following 

questions: 
a. WHAT:  wounds, injuries, disease? 
b. WHEN: Approximate time and date? 
c. WHERE: Name of the battle, country, 

camp, ship? 
d. HOW: Shot, mine, fall, POW? 

 

MEETING DATES: 
 
�� January 15, 2011 

�� February  19, 2011 

�� March 19, 2011 

�� April  16, 2011 

�� May 21, 2011 

�� June 18, 2011 

NEWSLETTER WINTER 2010/2011 

HARMONY CHAPTER NO. 18 
                              CHAPTER HOME 
                                   5604 – 75th STREET WEST 
                           LAKEWOOD, WASHINGTON 98499-8643 
 
 
DAV Harmony Chapter 18 meets throughout the year on the third Saturday of the month. A potluck lunch is scheduled to start at   
noon, with the meeting following at 1 p.m. The meetings last about one hour.      

 Mail Address:  PO Box 98925 
  Lakewood, WA 98496-8925 
      Phone # (253) 472-4680 
Email: DAVHarmony18@hotmail.com 
*Web site: http://www.davmembersportal. 
org/chapters/wa/18/default.aspx  



MUSINGS OF THE ADJUTANT 
We had another great Forget-Me-Not Campaign. We solicited donations at the Fort Lewis Post Ex-
change as well as the Summit Trading Post on Canyon Road. We received almost $3000 in dona-
tions. We also participated in the “Trunk or Treat” held for the kids of the Wounded Warrior Battalion. 
Here are a couple of pictures of the event. Everyone had a great time.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The chapter also had an information table at the Turkey Shoot, held for the Wounded Warriors. 
It was fantastic to watch the warriors play seated volleyball and wheelchair basketball. Mark 
and Jake talked to a number of the Wounded Warriors. 

On December 20, both Chapter 18 members and Auxiliary members delivered 20 Christmas 
baskets to the 17th Field Artillery on Fort Lewis. The soldiers were very grateful at our kind-
ness of thinking of them during the holidays. 

On December 23, members of the Auxiliary and Harmony Chapter 18 (18 in all), drove out to 
the Soldier’s Home in Orting and sang Christmas carols and dropped off goodies. It was well 
received. 

Sure would be nice to get participation in these events by some more members. Please 
join us for the potluck and meetings and see what you can do to help out. 

CALENDAR UPDATES 

Get your calendar out and post this important information before it slips your mind! 

January 15: Potluck will be held at noon on 1/15/2011 at the chapter home. Bring a dessert, salad 
or side dish that goes with chili (provided by the Chapter). Our monthly business meeting will be 
held at 1 p.m. following the potluck. The meeting normally lasts less than an hour. The Auxiliary 
meets at the same time. 

February 19: Potluck will be held at noon on 2/19/2011 at the chapter home. Bring a dessert, salad 
or side dish that complements Lasagna (provided by the Chapter). Our monthly business meeting 
will be held at 1 p.m. following the potluck. It normally lasts less than an hour. The Auxiliary meets at 
same time.   

March 19:  Potluck will be held at noon on 3/19/2011 at the chapter home. Bring a dessert, salad or 
side dish that complements Yakisoba (provided by the Chapter).  Our monthly business meeting 
will be held at 1 p.m. following the potluck. It normally lasts less than an hour. The Auxiliary meets at 
the same time. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        Commander  & Service Officer                      Senior Vice Commander        Junior Vice Commander,                    
        Mark Melton    Richard Carithers   John Baxley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                  
       Treasurer                       Adjutant & Third-Year Trustee                   Chaplain 
      Joyce Elter                     Jake Holeman      Mike Webb 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             First-Year Trustee          Second-Year Trustee   Pedro Rodriguez 
          Frank Camodeca   Dick Benton    Officer of the Day 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                  Claysong Harris       Riley Moore 
                  Judge Advocate               Sergeant-at-Arms  

DEPARTMENT SERVICE OFFICER IN OUR MEETING HALL 
Service officers working at the VA Hospital do not accept reservations with their clients; they work on a first-come-first 
seen schedule, Monday through Thursday. They do not work on Fridays. This is a good system because vets usually do not 
have to wait in line to be seen. However, to help our veterans even more, A Department Service Officer, our own Mark 
Melton, will take reservations and can see clients after working hours and, if necessary, on weekends. The service officer’s 
phone number is: (253) 302-4960. Just call Mark for an appointment.  His email  address is: davchpt18@gmail.com 

   ELECTED AND APPOINTED OFFICERS FOR HARMONY CHAPTER 18 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Commander’s Briefing—Operation NEW GENERATION. Marty Luna and Adam Cush-
ing are spearheading our attempt to get younger members active in our chapter.  Adam 
has designed the following flyer to be distributed throughout the community.  

 
 

 



.BITS & PIECES  
Homeless Intervention Program Nears Roll Out 

December 16, 2010 
WASHINGTON - A homeless-prevention program by the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), which seeks to help Veterans and fami-
lies who are on the verge of becoming homeless, has moved closer to implementation. The program marks the first time that VA will 
fund services for the spouses and children of Veterans at risk of becoming homeless. . . . 
 
With funding from VA for the program, called Supportive Services for Veterans Families, community organizations will be better able to 
provide counseling, training, education assistance, direct time-limited financial assistance, transportation, child care, rent, utilities, and 
other services to participating Veterans and family members.  
 
In January, VA is sponsoring free grant-writing workshops for community organizations interested in applying for funds under this pro-
gram. The workshops will be held in Chicago, Los Angeles, Seattle, Houston and New York City.  
 
Details about the workshops and other information about the program are available on the Internet at www1.va.gov/homeless.  
 
Auxiliary Expands Membership Eligibility 
 
December 21, 2010 
 
What effect will this have on my Auxiliary unit? This change will cultivate membership growth and allow those new members to help with the mission 
of service to disabled veterans and their families. Our leaders are committed to the long-term stability and growth of our organizations and with new enthusiastic 
members we will be able to accomplish a great deal more.  
 
Who is eligible for membership in the DAV Auxiliary? The good news is the DAV Auxiliary can now welcome those who were not eligible under 
the previous structure. Eligibility has been expanded to include:  

�� Family and extended family members of any person who is or was eligible for membership in the DAV. 

�� Family and extended family members of any person injured and may still be in active service in the armed forces of the United States of America and eligible 
for membership in the Disabled American Veterans. 

�� Family and extended family members of any person who has served in the armed forces of the United States of America and has not been dishonorably dis-
charged or separated from such service. 

�� Family and extended family members of any person who served with the armed forces of any nation associated with the United States of America as an ally, 
who was honorably discharged, and became an American citizen. 

Family and extended family of Auxiliary members who are not otherwise eligible for membership are eligible for membership in the Disabled American Veterans 
Auxiliary. 
 

VA Announces Use of  Standard Payment Rates for Some Non-VA Care 
December 16, 2010  
 
WASHINGTON - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) announced it will begin using Medicare's standard payment rates for certain 
medical procedures performed by non-VA providers on Feb. 16, 2011.  
 
"This regulation will have no impact on the Veterans we care for," said VA Under Secretary for Health Dr. Robert A. Petzel.  
 
The new adjustment was made in federal regulations and will affect the following treatments VA provides to Veterans through contracted 
care: ambulatory surgical center care, anesthesia, clinical laboratory, hospital outpatient perspective payment systems, and end stage renal 
disease (ESRD).  
 
Veterans who are eligible for care will continue to receive the uninterrupted care they need and have earned. Non-VA doctors and facili-
ties will still get paid for services they provide to eligible Veterans but at rates set by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services 
(CMS) Prospective Payment Systems (PPS) and Fee Schedules. Existing contracts will not be affected and the rule allows for new con-
tracts using the new rates.  



CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 
Power of Prayer 

The main purpose of prayer—whether Christian prayers, daily bible verses or sponta-
neous pleas or praise—is to connect us to a Higher Power, to affirm our hope and 
faith in God’s love. 

The power of prayer should not be underestimated. James 5:16-18 declares, "…The 
prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective. Elijah was a man just like us. He 
prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and it did not rain on the land for three and a 
half years. Again he prayed, and the heavens gave rain, and the earth produced its 
crops." God most definitely listens to prayers, answers prayers, and moves in re-
sponse to prayers. 

Power Of Prayer - For what kind of things should I pray?  God's help through the 
power of prayer is available for all kinds of requests and issues. Philippians 4:6-7 tells 
us, "Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends 
all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus." If you need 
an example of a prayer, read Matthew 6:9-13. These verses are known as the Lord's 
prayer. The Lord's prayer is not a prayer we are supposed to memorize and simply re-
cite to God. It is only an example of how to pray and the things that should go into a 
prayer - worship, trust in God, requests, confession, protection, etc. Pray for these 
kinds of things, but speak to God using your own words. 

I encourage you to embrace the power of prayer in your daily life.  God Bless, Chap-
lain Mike 

 
Future Events 

Save Sunday July 17, 2011 for the “DAV Day at the Ballpark.” We will have 
tickets for $10 each which will include the game as bell as a hot dog, chips 
and a soda. The game starts at 1:30 p.m. and it will be the Tacoma Rainiers 
vs.  Salt Lake City Bees, and will be held at Cheney Stadium in Tacoma. 
 
There is also movement afoot to set up a 4-member team golf  Tournament 
to be held on August 13 at the American Lake VA Golf  Course on August 
13, 2011. Look for more information in the future. 

 
 



Adsmond, Gary D. 8/2010 

Affholter,  William E. 6/2010 

Akau, Charles 7/2010 

Banks, James F. 9/2010 

Barsanti, Ralph L. 9/2010 

Briggs, William E. 10/2010 

Clifton, Walter N. 6/2010 

Cummings, William C. 10/2010 

Elford, Dwayne L. 6/2010 

Floyd, Wamond D. 8/2010 

Forrest, James H. 4/2010 

Garley, Silverlo M. 9/2010 

Gaskins, William T. 10/2010 

Grandon, Allan I. 4/2010 

Hayes, Erwin H. 9/2010 

Hayes, Irving J. 4/2010 

Haynie, Delbert L. 10/2010 

Hill, Glen W. 10/2010 

Hyder, Champ C. 8/2010 

Kehr, August L. 6/2010 

Kingsolver, Harold D. 9/2010 

Lane, Michael E. 5/2010 

Latz, Earl D. 10/2010 

Leggett, Marvin L. 10/2010 

Lickteig, Leon W. 12/2010 

Luna, Reynaldo E. 4/2010 

Martinson, Roger M. 7/2010 

Mayo, Richard E. 8/2010 

McCauley, James R. 7/2010 

Norrell, Donald R. 7/2010 

Paulson, Eugene C. 4/2010 

Presley, Eulis A. 12/2010 

Reichel, Walter J. 8/2010 

Rousseau, Frederick J. 5/2010 

Sams, Francis L. 10/2010 

Skaggs, Jack L. 10/2010 

Sliffe, Edgar 8/2010 

Spehar, John 11/2009 

Tegge, Robert R. 4/22/2010 

West, Carol A. 7/2010 

Whatley, James E. 7/2010 

Wisniewski, Alfred J. 11/2010 

Wootton, Guy W. 7/2010 

Yoders, Robert A. 8/2010 

 
DAV Harmony Chapter 18 Members  

Answering First Heavenly Roll Call since March 2010 
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