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Hats Off to Chapter 22

“It is easier to forgive an enemy than to forgive a friend.”
~William Blake

(LS PS 344940

Past Chapter Commander Jim Provost
and his wife, Judy

Recently, Jim Provost, Past
Marquette County Chapter
22 Commander and his wife
Judy, along with Carol Koski
and Jack Elder gathered and
delivered 57 very large boxes
of clothing to the DAV Thrift
Store in Westland. Judy and
Carol volunteer at the D. I
Jacobetti Home for Veterans
where they sort through donated
clothing. The clothing that was
not needed for the members of
Jacobetti was placed in very
large boxes and stored in their
parages until a large amount

was accurnulated,

Jim and Thrift Store Outreach
Coordinator  Aaron  Lewber
worked together to coordinate the
donation. Chapter 22 paid for a
U-Haul for Jim and Judy to drive
to meet with Aaron just south of
Flint, where Aaron was waiting
with a Thrift Store truck to take
the donations back to the store in
‘Westland. Jim and Judy drove all
the way from Marquette to Flint,
thru snowstorms, traveling over
800 miles round trip- to deliver
the clothing and help support the
Thrift Store and we cannot thank

them enough for their dedication.

The Department of Michigan
would like to Thank Marguette
County Chapter 22, Jim and
Judy Provost, Carol Koski and
Jack Elder, as well as Aaron
Lewber and the staff at the DAV
Thrift store for all their hard
work and dedication,

If your Chapter is not near the
store, but you would like to make
a large donation or possibly
hold a clothing drive in your
community to benefit the DAV,
please contact Aaron Lewber to
coordinate at 734-513-6020.

Department of Michigan’s Newest
Department Service Officers (DSOs)

Corey D. Davis

Depariment Service Officer
Disabled American Veterans

Corey Davis, a service-con-
nected disabled veteran, joined
the DAYV’s professional staff on
Jamuary 2, 2013 as a Department
Service Officer. Corey enlisted
in the United States Air Force
in 1994 and served as an
Information Manager.

During his time in the mil-
itary, Corey was stationed at
Offutt AFB, WNebraska and
Buechel AFB, Germany. He was
2 B-time member of the All Air
Force wrestling team that trained
at the Olympic Training Center
in Colorado Springs, Colorado.
After separating from the mil-
itary in 2002, he returned to
Grand Rapids, Michigan.

Corey ecamed Business
Administration Degree from
Davenport University and is
currently enrolled in Bellevue
University, where he is pur-
suing a Masters in Project
Management. He has two
children: Torrey, age 19 and
Mikayla, age 15 and curmrently
resides in Kentwood, Michigan.

Annette M. Dennis
Department Service Officor
Disabled American Veterans

Annette Dennis, a service-con-
nected disabled veteran, recently
joined the Disabled Awnerican
‘Veterans as a Department Service
Officer. Annette is a prior active
duty Staff Sergeant who served in
the United States Air Force from
1985 to 1993. As a Medic/EMT
in the Air Force, Annette served
in various locations including an
overseas long-tour at Lajes Field,
Azores, Portugal,

Ms. Dennis’ professional expe-
rience includes providing primary
care and emergency medical care
to active duty military members
and their families. She received
her medical training at Sheppard
Air Force Base in Wichita
Falls, Texas and was certified
as an Independent Duty Medical
Technician in 1991, Upon return-
ing to the civilian sector, Annette
continued her education, receiv-
ing 2 BA in Health Services
Management in 1997.

Most recently, Annette com-
pleted her Master of Science
degree in  Mental Health

Counseling. She worked as an
Intern at Every Woman's Place
domestic violence shelter in
Muskegon, Michigan and the Vet
Center in Grand Rapids, Michigan
providing mental health services
to combat veterans suffering from
PTSD and related issues.

Currently, Annette resides in
Muskegon, Michigan with her
som, Eli, age 9.

Tonl L. Moses

Department Service Officer
Disabled American Veterans

Toni L. Moses joined the
United States Navy in January of
1993, six months after graduating
from Frank Cody High School in
Detroit, Michigan. While serving
in the Navy, Toni was a desig-
nated as a Deck Seaman aboard
the USS Sierra AD-18 and the
Frank Cable AS-40. Toni's Navy
career was cut short in 1995, due
to a service-incurred disability.

Once back home in Detroit,
she took advantage of her
Vocational Rehabilitation ben-
efits and attended Henry Ford
Community College. Later she

NEW D8Oz Cont, on page §

State Convention
Quickly Approaching
at The Kewadin Casino

Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan
June 7-9, 2013

Conference and Convention
Attendees: Make your reser-
vations today at the Kewadin
Casino & Hotel by calling 1-800-
539-2346. Mention Group Code
9F4IGS for the DAV when mak-

ing your reservation,

Please join us for the 88th
Annual State Convention to be
held June 7-9, 2013 at the Kewa-

CONVENTION Cont, on page 2

Pre-Registration Form for DAV Department :
and Chapters 2013 DAV State Convention !
and 2-Day Service Officer Conference !
Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan "

DAY Converiion Jume 7.9 « Sarvice Officer Confernce June 54 |

]
1
L)
L]
r
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
i

| Name.

DAY Service Officer Conference Pre-Registration — June 56, 2013

'
+ Address.

| Caty, Strte, Zip:

| Talenh

(Title, Chripter Nuriber, County Agency, %)

Regrarauon Covers Service Officer Matersals. @y well as adminanes io
Thiurvday s Pie & Jee Cream Social

DAV Convention Pre-Registration — June 7-9, 2013

ty, Stste, Za:

l };Depammm@m print title rna chaptey number
| Q1 would Like .nbamnmdmdmmeonanl\v(.w-m(,mmnm

fon feg
EXTRA BANQUET TICKETS 33500 EACH.

DAY (Chmu oaly one)
| Service Officer Conference Registiation Only $35 00 ( )
1 Convention Registranan Only: $30.00 4 )
! Convention Registration & Banque: $50 00 ( )
: Service Officer Coniz and ¢ Reg $60.00 ( )
Servics Officer Conis iC B 57500 ( )
)

Number of EXTRA tickets' {
NEW MENU ITFMS (Choose ONE from ~how=s below)
Bruschetta Bistro Sille: nnppul with Al.lmdo sauce. paired with Toscasy Chicken,

roassa red skin p

£ ()R-
Baked Whirefish wih artichoke hearts and diced toniain
with palermic grilled vegges, rerved over brawn rice

1

1

!

1

1

1

1

1

1

L)

[}

t O Bintro Fllet with Tuscany Chicken QR O Baked Whitefish with vegpies
1

| NO REFUNDS ISSUED FOR CANCELLATTIONS MADE AFTER MAY 20, 2013
: Check or Visp/MasterCard avaifsble for payment

! -Call 1.888-442-2328 for credit card pay-aents or

| Myl form wiih shesk o

1 DAY Dent. Headquaners, 17779 E 14 Mile Road. Fraxer, MI 48026
: A1 vickets will be m regmtration packet iv be preved u & Registration 4 Water's Edge
: Cartified credentials MUST BE presented at Regivte ation Desk,
1 PRE-REGISTB ATION DEADLINE IS MAY 1& 1013

with roawied red peppers
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Ta bond the dissbled ‘ogether A3 a umie

To acqnaint e members of the DAV sud ‘he public with the probless of the
disabied and what the Department of Michigea. Disabled Américan
Weicrany, rs domg 10 ass157 in overcornng dueir handicaps.

To keep alive the Fires of Freedom thes Amencan wdeals <hall not pernch from
the earth

To promiote the weltare of the Disabled Smesitan Vsterans of the Stave of
Michigan and the Naiton

Roci Spalding  Rolly D. Lec $r.
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477 Michigatt Avenue Room 1200, Detroii 44226
{313) 964-5595
DAV Deparameni Headquurmsrs
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Bob Blevins

We won World War IT, We fought
and served during Korea and Viet-
nam. We answered the call during
Desert Storm and served tour after

Allegiance, and we know where to
place our hand while doing so. We
once wore the uniform of our coun-
try with pride and mourn the loss
of many friends on the battlefield.

‘We are the men and women who
fought and served for the Land
of the Free and the Home of the
Brave. We wore different uniforms,
but carried the same flag. We know

Tacebook LIEE_MEMBEB&EIE Life Membershp 15 pemmnem L:fe Membelshlp dues are as follows and
httpfarare. facebool /pages DAY -Diparimeri-of-bict /300117679186 2 : B LY : | |
DAV Thnft &
050 M b F o i G 48185 l Age 40 and Undea $250 » Age 41-60: 5230 « Ape 61-70: $180 = Age 71-79 %140 » Age 80 and Older FRER
Douasnon Iine (866) 520-532€ I
gy = : NAME (last, first, muckile matsal).
CONVENTION Cont, fiomtpage!  You will also notice a new pre- | | e
registration form in this edition | 1 ADDRESS
din Casino in Sault Ste. Marie, to register for the Service Officer : ’
Michigan. We will again be Conference, as well as the DAV | | CITY, STATE, ZIP CODE.
hosting a two-day DAV Service and DAVA Convention. New this | 1
Officers Conference on Wednes-  year are the banquet meals; you | ; E-MAIL ADDRESS:
day, June 5 and Thursday, June are now given two choices for the | 4
6. Service Officors must attend  banquet dinner. Please only sclect | ! OMALE  JQFEMALE BIRIHDATE
both days in order to get certificd  ome (1) entrée when register- | | - .
and covered under the National ing; you have a choice of: Brus- | DATE ENLISTFD-
Organization's indemnification  chetta Bistro Fillet topped with | ! . . .
program, The training is designed  Alfredo sauce, paired with Tus- | | BRANCH OF SERVICE:
to educate DAV Chapter Service camy Chicken, roasted red skin | r RANK
Officers to become more knowl- potatoes and steamed asparagus | |
edgeable and efficient in process-  with roasted red peppers — OR — | = et
ing claims for Veterans in their Baked Whitefish with artichoke | | DATE DISCHARGED
communities. New Service Offi-  hearts and diced tomato with bal- led:
cers (or those that want to refresh  samic grilled veggies, served over | 1 Camp UL Erediten Meckr e
their skills) are asked to attend. brown tice. The Banquet will still | |
]

We are working on central-
izing the meeting rooms for
this year’s Convention to make
it easier for all members. The
DAV and DAVA Joint Opening
Session will now be held in the
Spruce, Oak, Cedar and Birch
Rooms, which are located just
behind the registration area — the
same rooms that host the Service
Officer Conference.

The Joint Opening session
is scheduled for Friday, June
7 at 10:00 am. Commander
Bob Blevins will preside over
Department sessions and DAVA
State Commander Loraine Con-
nelly will be chairing the Auxil-
iary Convention sessions.

be held in the Dream Makers
theater on Saturday, June 8.

Those who plan on attending
the Convention are asked to pre-
register as scon as possible. The
cutoff date for pre-registration
is May 20, 2013. If you are plan-
ning on attending the banquet on
Saturday might, you must pre-
register to guarantee a banquet
ticket. There will only be a faw
limited banquet tickets available
at registration and once thosc are
sold, the event will be closed.
Please use the pre-registration
forms included in this edition of
the paper for the DAV Depart-
ment Convention and the DAVA
Auxiliary Convention.

Circulation Data
This publication was clearsd for printing and mailing Febraary 19, 2013
Circulation of this issue is 24,750 copies.

the words of the Stwr Spangled
Banner, America, und America, the
Beautifisl by heart,. and you may
€Ven see SOME tears running down
our cheeks as we sing.

We are the men and women
who have lived what many only
read about in history books. We
are the men and women that feel
no obligation to apologize to
anyone for America,

We are the men and women
that loved this country enough
to serve during wars and times
of conflict. We are the ones that
took the oath to defend America
against all enemies, foreign and
domestic. To those of us who
served, that was the most impor-
tant part of living.

We are the men and women
that have suffered injuries or
critical illnesses while on active
duty. Those conditions will
always continue to impact many
of us, and seriously limit the
quality and length of life.

‘We are the men and women

i MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

 Mail to: Disabled American Vetet ans, Department of Michigan, 17779 E. 14 Mile Road, Fraser,
' MI 48026 = 1-888-448-2328

Commander's Message
Who Are We??

that came together nealy 100
years ago and became an orga-
nization dedicated to making the
lives better for disabled veterans
and their famnilies.

We are the men and women
that despite our injurics and
health, we have discovered that
living a life that matters deesn’t
happen by accident. It is mot
8 matter of circumstance, but
rather...a CHOICE!

Who are we?? “WE" are Dis-
abled American Veterans, If you
are “One of Us”, you should be
with us!

If you are not a member, then
fill out the Membership Applica-
tion that follows this article. If
you are 2 Member and currently
are mot active with a Chapter,
then I encourage you fo locate a
Chapter near you and join us in
“Mzaking lives better for disabled
veterans and their families”.

Bob Blevins
State Commander

: Ex-POW? QYES

| O MASTERCARD

1 I have a service-connected disability rateq af

! D16 you recerve a Purpie Heart? QYES

E Chapter Numbe: and Location requested (it known)
| Sponsors Name and Membersip Code:
E MY CHECK IS ENCLOSED FOR §

E CHARGE MY CREDIT CARD TN THE AMOUNT OF $

JVISA Q AMERICAN EXPRESS

Militmy Reared? AVES

% (0-100%)
Disability Dischayge? QYRS

J DISCOVER CARD

1
: CARD NUMBER

1 EXPIRATION DATE
1
| TELEPHONE.

! SIGNATURE

r
: VA CLAIM NUMBER
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Rolly D, Lee, Sr.

There is a point in everyone’s
life when they have to be a team
player. Whether it is just within
your own Chapter, family, on
a sports team or at work, being
g team player is a necessary
part of life. If you are a team
player, you know the basics. If
you aren’t, it’s probably time
for some personal development.
Learning to be a team player
can open up new doors and
opportunities for you as people
recognize you and all that you
have to offer.

Suggestions for Being

a DAV Team Player

Be responsible. If yon are asked
to do something — do it. If you
need to be somewhere for the
team, whether it is a meeting or
to support the team at an event,
be there and be on time,

Listen to other team mem-
bers without trying to guess
what they are saying or judg-
ing them. This is called active
listening. For some people, it’s
one of the hardest things to do.
Be supportive, Compliment
other members of the team
when they have worked hard

Excentive Secretary Adjntant’s Messape

Forward in 2013
How to Be a DAV Team Player

to overcome a challenge.
Sometimes a person who gives
everyone support is more vali-
able than the mest technically
skilled member of the team.
Communicate effectively. If
you have a problem, explain
it, tactfully, before it becomes
too big. It’s okay to let people
koow if you feel something
isn’t right; just remember to
be respectful of other feelings
when you express yourself.
Be flexible, Even if you have
always done it one way, be
willing to try another way.
There is more than one way to
skin a cat.

Contribute. Be willing to take
on responsibilities end share
the workload, This doesn’t
mezan you have to be a martyr,
but work with your teammates
to make things happen.
Chapter Website Information

The DAV wants to enable
every Chapter to have its own
website. DAV is currently host-
ing these sites at no charge to its
members.

The websites are pre-pop-
wlated with some basic infor-
mation for each Chapter. This
information includes items such
as officer listings and general
contact information.

To get your site initially set
up, and to confirm the contact
person to maintain your site,
each Chapter Commander or
Adjutant must first complete a
‘Website Application Form. Con-
tact DAV National Headquarters

to complete the application.
Keeping Abreast on National
Constitution Bylaws and
Regulations
Article 19 Section 19.2: Use of
Members’ Names and Addresses
The names and addresses of
the members of the Disabled
American Veterans and its Aux-
iliary, in whatever format, shall
not be used for commercial pur-
poses, in support of any partisan
political action committes or
for any political nse, or for any
purpose other than one directly
connected to the activities of the
organization. Nothing in this
paragraph shall prohibit their
use in fundraising as permitted
in this Constitution and Bylaws.
Failure to comply with the pro-
visions of this paragraph may
result in the imposition of pen-
alties under Article 16 of these
Bylaws, and to such other rem-
edies as may be provided by law.
Remember 0 remain com-
mitted to our purpose: “Building
better lives for America’s Disabled
Veterans and thelr families,
YES! YOU “CAN"™
MAKE A DIFFERENCE;
JOIN THE COMMANDER’S
GROUPACTION NETWORK.
Visit the DAV National Website
at whn.dav.org
Jor Veterans Information.

"4 good plan executed today
is better than a perfect plan
executed at some indefinite

point in the future.”

— General George Paston, Jr.

Past Department Commander’s Message

Tt is a great pleasure and honor
for me to tell you my views about
thig great Veterans Organization.

I became a Life Member in the
year of 1968 at Lenawee Chapter
20, and became involved at the
local, Zone and state level as an
officer, committee member and
delegate at State and National level.

One of the most significant
events was joining up with some
of the active leaders at all lev-

els of the organization, end the
staff members at both State and
National. Those people gave me
the boost [ needed to find my
place to participate and serve as
an active member and become an
officer at all levels, including 10th
District National Executive Com-
mittee member and State of Mich-
igan Department Commander.

Dauring my more active time,
I have seen many changes in all
our purposes to help Disabled
Veterans and their families.

in the early years of 1970
through 2000, we saw a good
growth in membership and activ-
ities. Times were good and we,
as a viable working organization,
were helping veterans and fulfill-
ing our mission.

I would bke to remember
several of our Past Command-
ers, office staff and our great
National, State and Chapter
Service Officers and the many

Don*t forget — we ate still
accepting letiers from mem-
beis to pnnt 1 upvoring
1s5ucs of the newspaper It you
have somethmg you would Iike
0 share o1 an nformative pece
of information you would like
0 ge: out to other members,

* Reminder *
Letters from Members

please teel fiee to mail your
letter io

DAV of

17779 E. 14 Mile Road
Fraser, MI 48026

We 1essrve the nght io
approvedisapproveledit amy arti-
cles received. for publication

hours, days and weeks that they
have served to all our members.

Tt would be hard to name many
of our Outstanding State, Chap-
ter and National Officers and not
remember each and every one;
however, the one 1 must remind
you all of is Past State and National

Bonnie Mailee, who
'Wwas a mentor to me and many other
officers. The titne that | have speut
as an active DAY member has been
the highlight of my life.

1 have seen many changes to
our goals and activities that have
only been set forth to better serve
this organization; there have been
many changes in the total mem-
bership and chapters that were in
the top of both membership and
the organization of four zones, a
big Administrative Board and the
office staff, to a smaller number
of members to do the necessary
work of this great organization.

Let us find a way to open oor
membership to the new and
younger Veteran families, so we
can keep up the real purpose of
the Michigan DAV,

To all current Past State Com-
manders, I challenge you to remain
active and help the Michigan DAV
become a better organization.

May God bless you and
your families.

Russ Spalding
Past Department Commander

DAV Department of Michigan
2012-13 State Officers

Note: All official mail should be sent to
DAY Department of MI Headquarters
at 17779 E. 14 Mile Road, Fraser, MI 48026

Siate Communder- Bob Blevins {26)
W14582 U S5 Highway 2, Engadme, MI 49827, 906-477-0025

8r Vice Commander Carl Poest (14)
2465 Rhodors Duve, Zecland, MT 49464, 616-772-6909

1st Jr Vice Commander. Les Schreider (63)
8499 East M-71_ %222, Durand, M1 48429, 989-429-4310

2nd Jr Vice Commander JoLinda White (20)
143 F Butler Streci, Adrian, MI 49221, 517-266-3089

Chaplam- Michae]l Knutson (4)
628 Cheryl Street. Sagmaw, MI 48609, 734-845-3501

Tudge Advocate Billie Cardona (93)

15623 & Cmmline, Rudyard, M1 49780, 906-478-1302
Adjutant/Executive Secreiary: Rolly D Lee St (129)
17?79 E 14 Mile Road, Fraser, MI 48026
department{@dayvmichigan.com
Treasurer: Roger Jansen (14)

1570% New Holland Strect, Holland, MI 49424 616-399-1023

Inspector John Lamphete (39)
220 E Cays Street. Cadillac, MI 49601 231-846-0446

State Admuntstrative Board:
Chaurnem 2012-13: Fred R George (17)
540 Manitou Road, S+ Jossph, MI 45085, 269-1290312
Vice Charman 2012-13: Gerald Cool (20)
1465 Crgden Streei. Jasper, MI 49248, S17-436-3343
Commander 2012-13. Bob Blevins (26)
W14582 US Highway 2, Engadme, MI 49827, 906-477-0055
Pag? Department Commonder Frank T Shepherd (7)
BO. Box 1121, Baitle Creek, MI 49016, 269-968-9841
Peier A Sardo (16)
1102 Horton Road, Holly, MI 43442 248-328-0672
Eve Burcar (61)
2761 Pearl Street. Alpene, MI 49707, 989-657-4622
John Lamphers (39
220 B Cass Sircei, Cadillac, Ml 49601, 231-846-0446
Dan Mulcshey (65)
N10425 Moun+ Zion Drive_ Ironwood, MI 49938, 906-364-4610

Distiict 1' Thomas A. Dempster (114)
8101 Bloomsourv Citcle, Northyille, MI 48167, 313-671-6517

Dmtuict 2* James Dempsey {13)
11717 Island Lake Road. Dextc:, WI 48130, 734-424-0168

Dismet 3. Charman' Rach 3traub (2)
15435 Snauble Cedsr Springs. M1 49319, 616-118-8664
Dustrici 4 Ben Benzing (18)
14910 Crafi Road, Hersey, MI 49639, 231-832-5330
Duistrict 5 Rodney Lattiner (94)
2324 E Wheeler Strect, Midland, M1 48642 989-837-1893

Distaict 5: Ballie Cardona (93}
15623 S Cenwcrlins, Rudyard, MI 49780, 906-178-3302

Membership Chairman’s Message

‘We have now started another
new year and 1 am hoping
that everyone had amn enjoy-
able holiday season. With the
New Year comes resclutions,
which most of us break right
away, but 1 am hoping that one
of the resolutions could be
that you will become more
active in the DAYV, and not
break that resolution.

As Membership Chairman,
I am disappointed in the lack
of participation that we had in
our program to sign up new
members. The Department was
willing to contribute to full and
paid off Life Membership. We
are working oh some new pro-
grams that hopefully will bring
in new members.

Membership is the backbone
of our organization; if you know
of soyone who is eligible, sign
them up and get them active. Try

to do other things in the Chapter
other than just meetings and try
to keep your meetings interest-
ing. Some of the members that
I have signed up have PTSD,
and they don't think that is a
disability, but it is. Also keep
in mind the women veterans,
because there are many of
them. We are working on get-
ting some information about
membership and workshops
to help members with officer’s
duties for the Chapter.

Remember, as Officers of
the State, we are here to try
to help our Chapters and keep
them active. If you need any
help, please don’t hesitate to
call a Line Officer or Depart-
ment Headquarters,

Carl Poest
Senfor Vice Commander
Membership Chalrman
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Friday, April 12,2013
VFW Hall, 1110 N. State Street, St. Ignace, MI 49780

Social Hour (w/cash bar) begins at 5:00 pm. -
Dinner will be served at 6:00 p-m

Please hold a reses vation for me (ux) ai the upconmung Testimomal
dinner honormg DAV State Commander Bob Blevins

Enclosed is a check for tickeis at $25.00 per person.
Name:
Address <
City, State, Zip:
Phone #: Chapter #
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Dinner Menu: Chicken. Baked Whitefish, Mushed Potatoes,
Vegetable, Salaa and Dimmer Roll

Make check payable to Billie Cardona
and forward with thts completed foim to*
Billie Cardona, lestimonial Chairman,
15623 S. Centerline Road, Rudyard, M1 49780

Testimonial Dinner Honoring
DAVA State Commander Loraine Connelly

Friday, April 19, 2013
Laure! Manor, 39000 Schoolcratt Road, Livonia, M1 48150

Social Hour (with cash bar) begins at 5:30 p.m. —
Dinner will be served at 6:30 p.m.

Please hold 2 reservation for me (us) at the npooming lestmonial
dinner honormg DAVA State Commander Loraine Connelly.
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Enclosed1sa check for tickety at $30.00 per peison.
Name
Address:
City, State, Zip:
Phone #: Chapter #: _

{gluten-frec opuon)

Please Check Your Selection for Meal:
Q Petite Sirloin & Chicken Picatia Combmation Plate OR
O Past: Primavera sautéed with olive cil, herbs and fresh vegetables

Make check payable io DAVA 114 ana mail to
! Helen Wayne, 22056 Purdue Avenue, Farmington Hills, ME 48336

1
}
}
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
i
)
[}
]
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
]
i
1
1
'
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
]
]

Testimonial Dinner for DAV
State Commander Bob Blevins

Arrangements have been final-
ized for the Testimonial Dinner for
Commander Bob Blevins.

The Testimonial Dinner will
be on Friday, April 12, 2013 at
the VFW Hall located at 1110
N, State Street in St. Ignace,
Michigan.

The Social Hour begins at 5:00
p-m. with a cash bar, and dinner
will be served at 6:00 p.m.

Dinner Menu: Chicken, Baked
Whitefish, mashed potatoes, veg-
etable, salad and dinner roll.

The Testimonial will be
emceed by PDC Billic Cardona
and will begin at 7:00 p.m.

Tickets are $25.00 each

Persons wanting to attend are
urged to pre-register by using the

coupon provided on this page.
Overnight accommoedations
in St. Ignace are available at:
Budget Host, 700 N. State
Street, St. Ignace, M149780/ Phone:
906-643-9666— 1 Queen $59.99/ 1
King $63.20 / 2 Queens $64.80
Voyager Inn, 750 US Hwy.
2 W, St. Ignace, MI 49780 /
Phone: 906-643-1530— 1 Queen
$59.99 / 2 Queens (Handi-
capped) $59.99
Quality Inn, N561 Boulevard,
§t. Ignace, MI 49780 / Phone:
906-643-9700 — 2 Cueens
$79.00/ 1 King $89.00
Additional information regard-
ing the dinner can be obtained
by contacting Billie Cardona at
906-478-3302,

Auxiliary Testimonial Dinner for
DAVA State Commander
Loraine Connelly

Arrangements have been final-
ized for the Testimonial Din-
per for Auxiliary Commander
Loraine Connelly.

Testimonial Dinner will be on
Friday, April 19, 2013 at Laure]
Manor, 39000 Schoolcraft Road,
Livonia, MI 48150.

Social Hour begins at 5:30 p.m.
with a cash bar, and dinner will be
served at 6:30 p.m, The evening
program will follow dinner.

Dinner Memi: Petite Sirloin
and Chicken Picatta combina-
tion plate or a vegetarian, gluten-
free option of Pasta Primavera
santéed with olive oil, herbs and
fresh vegetables.

Tickets are $30.00 each

Persons wanting to attend are
urged to pre-register by using the
coupon provided on this page.

Qvernight accommodations
in Livonia are available at:
Marriott Livonia, 17100 North

Laurel Park Drive, Livonia, MI
48152; (734) 462-3100 — King
Room $89,30. The hotel advised
when making reservations, tell
them you are a AAA member
(they do not ask for the card) to
receive discounted room rate —
62 years and older — $88.40
Marriott  Courtyard, 17200
North Laurel Park Drive, Livo-
nia, MI 48152; (734) 462-2000 —
King Room $109.00. With AAA
discount — $80.00 to $88.00
Quality hn & Suites, 30375
Plymouth Road, Livonis, MI
48150; (734) 261-6800 — King
Room $59.00/ 2 Full Beds $69.00
Red Roof Inm, 39700 Ann
Arbor Road, Livonia, MI 48152;
(734) 459-3300 — King $64.99 /
2 Full Beds $59.99 — 10% dis-
count for AAA/Seniors
Additional Information regard-
ing the dinner can be obtained by
contacting Helen Wayne at 248-
514-8737.

Fellow Comrades, listed below
is a listing of our Elected Offi-
cials that are on the House Com-
mittee on Military and Veterans
affairs for 2013-2014. They are
responsible to all Veterans and
their families. Remind them to
do the right thing for Veterans.
House Committee on Military
and Veterans Affairs for 2013-
2014;

Jim Stamas (R) — Committee
Chair, 98th District

Ray Franz (R) — Majority Vice
Chairman, 101st District

Gail Haines (R) —43rd Disirict
Kenneth Kurtz (R) — 58th District
Tom Kooker (R) — 77th District

Legislative Chairman’s Message

Dale Zorn (R) — 56th District
Joseph Graves (R) — 51t District
Harvey Santana (D) — Minority
Vice Chairman, 9th District
George Darany (D) — 15th District
Dian Slavens (D) — 21st District
Brian Banks (D) — 1st District
Henry Yanez (D) — 25th District
Robert Kosowski (D)— 16th District
Ben Cook, Committee Clerk:
517-373-2002

Anderson House Office Building
124 North Capitol Avenue

PO. Box 30014

Langing, MI 48909-7514
Phone: 517-373-6339
businessoffice@house. me.gov

Capitol Building
EO. Box 30014

Lansing, MI 48909-7514
Clerk’s Office: 517-73-0135
clerki@honse.me.gov

Also, here are some of the
Bills that the committee is work-
ing on so far this year.

Senate Bill SB 0035 of
2013: Traffic Control; Driver’s
License; designation of veteran
status on driver’s license.

Senate Bill SB 0082 of 2013:
Military affairs; other; restrie-
tion of activities by Michigan
National Guard and state and
local employees; provide for

under certain circumstances;
creates new act.

Senate Bill 8B 0129 of 2013:
Vehicles; fundraising registra-
tion plates; specialty plate to
recognize women  veterans;
create.,

House Bill HB 4020 of 2013:
Crimes; other; making false rep-
resentation about military status;
prohibit under certain circum-
stances and provide penalties.

House Bill HB 4124 of
2013: Veterans; other; veteran's
ombudsman; create new act.

Les Schneider
DAV Legislative Chalrman

POW/MIA
Report

As we start 2013, there are still
more than 83,000 POW/MIA
from WWII, Korea, Cold War,
Vietnam and the 1991 Gulf War.

There are currently hundreds
of D.O.D. men and women, mili-
tary civilians working around the
world trying to locate and recover
and bring our missing home,

A total of four recoveries
in January of this ycar have
been announced in recent news
releases. For the year 2012,
g total of 75 missing service
members were accounted for,
thirteen (13) from WWII, forty
(40) from Korea and twenty-
two (22) from Vietnam.

S0 we do see that work is
being done in trying to locate
and identify the remains of our
service members; however, I
do not believe encugh is being
done to keep this issue before the
American public. This is what
1 would ask each of you to do.
How about if each of us were to
fly &« POW/MIA in front of our
house...or wear a baseball cap
with the POW/MIA lopo on it....
or wear the POW/MIA logo on
your shirt or jacket?

I ask that you keep this issue
before the American public, and
also not to let your elected offi-
cials ever forget.

Harvey Slotman/FDC
POW/MIA Advisor

Dastrict 1 Chapters: 1-3-12-16-19-
42-44-51-60-83-102-107-113-114«
116-118-127-129

Department Officer: 15t Jr Vice
Commande, Les Schueider (63)
Executive Commiticeman.
Tho.nas Dempster (114}

istyict 2 Chapters: 8-10-13-20-
$3-64-68-58-125

Department Officer. 2a¢ J+ Vier,
Commande: Jolmda White (20)
Fxecutive Commutteeman.
James Dempsey (13)

Dustrict 3 Chapters: 2-6 7-11-14-17
Department Officer: St Vica
Commandé Carl Poest (14)
Executive Commutteeman:

Rich Svaub (2)

Distrivt 4 Chapters: 18-38-39-43-
105-106

Départment Ofticer. 2nd I Vice
Commander Jolmda White. (20)
Executire Committeeman. Bea
Beomng (18)

Dustrict 5 Chapters. 4-61-73-75-
94-100-117-130
Department Ofiicer: St Vice

District Chapters / Department Officers / Executive Committeemen

Commaader Carl Posyt (14)
Exetutive Commtteeman: Rodoey
Laitimer (94)

atrict 6 Chapters. 22-23-24-25-
26-37-66-67-65-95-115
Department Ottiver: Commende:
Boh Blevins {26)

Execntive Committeeman. Billie
Capdons (93}

Department of Michigan
VAVS Representatives
and Michigan Veterans

Homes Chairmen

ANN ARBOR
VAVS Represcntative
Kevin White
143 E. Butler Street,
Adrian 49221

BAITLE CREEK
VAVS Representative
Thomas Lightbody
283 Ashion Lake Drive,
Battle Creek 43015

BDETROIT
VAVS Representafive
Harold DeForeat
11826 Meteor Drive,
Sterling Herghiv 48313

TRON MOUNTAIN
VAYS Representative
David Karban
‘W7004 N 45 Road,
Vulcan 49892

SAGINAW
‘VAVS Representative
Jean Bolyard
5453 Vanalleo Drive,
Saginaw 48638

STATE VETERANS HOME -
GRAND RAPIDS
Charman Richard 4 Steanh ITX
15435 Snauble,

Cedar Springs 49319
STA'LE VETFRANS HOME -
MARQUETTE
VAVS Representative
Garry Henshaw
145 Sheryl Street,
Marquette 49855
Donation checks should be
made puyable to the respective
DAV VAVS representatives or
chawmen ax indicated. and mailed
to thewr address. Please DO NOT
make checks pavable to the
medical center o1 veterans® home
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Douglas Wells

The Department of Veterans
Affairs is cwrently transitoning
to paperless processing of Veter-
ang’ disability clzims at its regional
offices. This new system is called
the Veterans Benefits Management
System (VBMS) — and will hope-
fully help VA eliminate the back-
log. VA is predicting a significant
reduction or altogether elimination
of the backlog by 2015.

“QOur approach to claims pro-
cessing is being modernized to
better serve Veterans and address
the complex claims our emplay-
ees are dealing with every day,”
said Secretary of Veterans Affairs
Eric K. Shinseki. “We continue
to transform our claims system
to be more responsive through
new processes and technology,
because taking care of our Vet-
erans and their loved ones is our
highest priority.”

As of December 2012, cigh-
teen VA regional offices have
implemented the new system
and are beginning to process
newly received compensation
claims in an entirely digital for-
mat. The VA is on track for full
deployment of the system to the

Service Bircetor's Messave

Daeployment of Paperiess Claims

Processing System Underway

remaining 38 regional offices, to
include Detroit, in 2013,

“For our Veterans, VBMS
will mean faster, higher-quality
and more consistent decisions
on claims. We recognize that too
many Veterans are waiting too
long to get the benefits they have
camed, and that is unaccepiable.
This is & decades-old problem, and
we are implementing a robust plan
to address it,” said Undersecretary
for Benefits Allison A. Hickey,
“For our employces, VBMS
will be a more user-friendly sys-
tem that offers better access to
decision-level information, rules-
based calculators and automated
tools that help them process
claims more consistently.”

This marks a major milestone
in VA’s transformation of the
processes and systems used io
deliver benefits to Veterans, their
families and survivors, even while
the Veterans Benefits Adminis-
tration (VBA) has completed a
record-breaking 1 million claims
per year the last three fiscal years,
Critical to VA’s transformation
is ending the reliance on the out-
moded paper-intensive processes
which prevent timely and accurate
claims processing. VA is deploy-
ing technology solutions which
improve access, drive automation,
reduce variance, and enable faster
and more efficient operations to
climinate the backlog,

The cument backdog of claims
is the result of increased demand,
over a decade of war with many

2013 Mobile Service Office Locations

Week 1

TJuly 8, 2013

Escanaba

Delta Co. Chapter 24

VFW Post 2998

904 Sheridan Road, P.O. Box 276
Escanaba, MI 49829
CONTACT:

Sandra Salchert (906) 786-0498

July 9, 2013
Newberry

Manistique Chapter 26
Comfort Inn

13954 M-28

Newberry, MI 49868
CONTACT:

Aaron Fulten (906) 477-9019

July 10, 2013

Sault Ste. Marie

VA Out-Patient Clinic

509 Oshorn Boulevard, Suite 306
Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783
CONTACT:

Brad Nelson

(906) 774-3300, Ext. 32001

IM VAMC Public Affairs

Ken Greenfield (906) 748-1861
SSM Hospital Property Manager

July 11, 2013

5t. Ignace

Straits Chapter 93

VFW Hall

1110 North State Street

St. Ignace, MI 49781
CONTACT:

Billic Cardona (906) 440-5559

Week 2

July 15, 2013

Grand Rapids

Williamn Alden Smith, Jr. Chapter 2
DAY Memorial Home

4809 Eastern Avenue, SE
Kentwood, M1 49508
CONTACT:

Steve Pruitt (616) 308-1194

July 16, 2013

Lansing

State of Michigan

Office of Veterans Affairs

2423 N, Martin Luther King Blvd.
Lansing, M1 48906

CONTACT:

Rob Price (517) 256-4807

July 17, 2013

Jackson

William Sparks Chapter 10
American Legion Post 29
3200 Lansing Avenue
Jackson, M1 49202
CONTACT:

William Tripp (517) 414-9819

July 18, 2013

Livonia

Livonia Chapter 114

DAYV Hall

30505 Plymouth Road

Livonia, M1 48150

CONTACT:

Thomas Dempster (313} 671-6517

Veterans returning with severe,
complex injuries, and increased
outreach to Veterans informing
them of their benefits. Secretary
Shinseki also made important
decisions to recognize medi-
cal conditions related to Agent
Orange service in Southeast Asia,
and to simplify the process to file
claims for combat PTSD. These
decisions expanded access to ben-
efits for hundreds of thousands of
Veterans and brought significantly
more claims into the eystem,

VBMS was pilot-tested at
select regional offices between
2010 and 2012, with improve-
ments and preater functionality
added to system software releases
throughout the testing period. In
pilot programs, the new system
cut the time to process claims
nearly in half The most recent
version of VBMS software allows
VA claims representatives to:

* establish Veterans’ claims
entirely in a digital environ-
ment as “e-folders™

receive, store and view Vet
erans’ submitted claim docu-
ments electronically

identify and track the evidence
VA needs from beneficieries
and other outside sources
quickly direct claims elec-
tronically among regional
offices to better match VA’s
workload with available
workforce capacity.

The system also enables VA
claims processors to access
online rules-based calculators
and drop-down menus to enhance
standardization and accuracy of
decisions, for both electronic
claims and those received by VA
in paper form and uploaded into
VBMS. Processors will also use
VBMS to gencrate letters to Vet~
erans concerning their claim sta-
tus and send requests to private
physicians for medical records
needed to evaluate claims,

When VBMS is combined with
VA's other Transformation initia-
tives — including improved claims
rater training, cross-functional
claims handling teams and pri-
oritized lanes to speed processing
based on type of ¢laim — VA will
be positioned to meet
Eric K. Shinseki’s priority goal
of processing Veterans® claims
in 125 days or less, at 98 percent
accuracy, by the end of 2015,

“DAY has closely participated
in the VA’s development of the
VBMS and other initiatives to
not only reduce the claims back-
log, but also to improve the
decision-making process for the
benefit of veterans,” said Wash-
ington Headquarters Executive
Director Barry Jesinoski,

"The recent reassignment of
nearly one-third of VA's veter-
ans service representatives from
Apgent Orange claims to back-
logged claims and other stream-
lining measures will make a
difference,” Jesinoski said,

For more information on VA's
transformation go to http:/f
benefits.va.gov/transformation/

ADVERTISEMENT

Park Place Real Estate
“It's Not Just a House, ..’s Your Home"

586-909-9798 or 586-745-0077

Howard Pascoe Broker/Owner
19575 Rich Drive
Clinton Township, MI 48038
Fax. 586-226-1436
parkplacerealestate@att net
Real Estats Horme Bensfit Prograrn, Michigan's ORLY DAV and VPW Realior.
We participate in the AARP, UAW, Union Plus, GM Family First,
Miltary and Veterans Programs.
Cash Back Rebates for sellers and buyers
Rebates on VA Loan Closing Costs. 100% Special VA Refinance Short
Sales and Land Contracts. HUD registered Broker
This arogram s for 4 DAV and VAW scive and rired Misitary and families
Park Slace Real Estala 18 » Sarvice Desablod Vetgran Ownst! Husingss

The Bulletin Board

DETROIT 1. 2nd Wed o pm . DAV Home, 13221 Puriisn St, Detror 48227

GRAND RAPIDS 2. ¢ Thiee . 7 p-m . 4008 Ersigri Ave. SE. Kaalwood 48508

GENESEE 3, 1si Mon_ 7 pm DAV Home. 4270 E Biisiol Rd, Busol, 48519
SAGMAW 4. 15t Mor,. 7 pm. Amencan Legron Poat 438, 5180 Wats St Sagiaw 40603
KALAMAZOQ BUCK-CROSRY B, 4th Wed, & p.m , VAW Pos: 1627, 1920 E. Kilgors Rd.,
Kadamezon 49001

CALHOUN COUNTY CHAPTER 7, 3l Tueaday, 7 pm at {01 F. Columbln Ave., Batla Craek 44015
GAPITOL CITY 6, 2nd Mo [Excep: July and Augusf) 7 pm . Seoft o, 125 £ Man, Laneng 48702
Mak: P O Box 24141, Lansng 48908.

Wi SPARKS 10, 2nd Wed . 8:30 pm , Amencan Legon Prat 26, 3200 Lensing Ave.. Jatkeron 40202
WOOD-TAZELAAR 11, 2nd Thureday 73y nm., 2415 = Lakeion ave  Muskegon 49442

PORT HURDN 12, 2nd Mor. Soal 614 11; Meekeigy 7 1.1, 2115 Miliary 5. Pori Hujon 43060
WASHTENAW COUNTY 13, 3nf Ti-ssday, 7 pm. (Goaed July 20192 and Doc. 2012) Grer-OHaus VRW
Post 483, 3230 S Wagrer Rd., (betw Saline & Ann Arbor Rds) Ann Arar 43108
HOLLAND 14, 18t Tiea,, 7 pan. DY Homa, 1185 Matt Uien Dr, Hotiand 4u423.
PONTIAC 18, 2nd Wed. 7 . YW Posi 1370, Tul Mas, Poriac 48540

TWIN GITIES 17 15t Thurs., ©* pm., Moosa Loxige, 2180 Union Strest. Banton Herbor 49022

BiQ RAPIDS 18, 2nd Thars, 630 pn 402 N. Michigan Ava , g Raprds 45307,

SOUTH OAKLAND 19, 2nd Wod,_ i p.m. 2717 Goalidge Hwy. Berklav 48072

LENAWEE COUNTY 20, 2nd Wed  Bpin 151 E Alberi $i, Adnan 4922y

MARQUETTE COUNTY 22 2rd Mor., 7:30 pm . O Jecobeiil Home, 25 Frehas Streei

Marguefia 48855

CLOVERLAND CHAPTER 23, nd Thuss, T pm.. DAV Home, 227 Wesi Biean Ava , Kegsiord 29852
DELTA COUNTY 24, i3 Morclev. 7 pm. VW Hall, 804 Shendan Rd . Encanaha 40820
MENOMINEE COUNTY 25. 1t Thurs, £ pam, Sensor Camen Cenler. 905 106 5 Menarrenes 40858
MAMISTIQUE 26, 4th Thuradsy, 7 pm., YA Hall, 343 N Mapk, Manesique 4854,
ALLENALTO 38, 3rd Thurs . 1 pm, Areacan Miniary League. 242 Sybranct, Traverme Ciy 4063
INLAND LAKES 39 17 Thure. 7 p ni. AMVETS Hall, 127 W Cea 5 Cadilac

SALT GITY 43, Ist Tues of month. 7-30 pum.. VIPW Posi, 28th 81 Manisien £8R60

MONROE COUNTY £. 3rd Thursday, 7 pum., Dundes Vistrana (0., 418 Dunhzin 5 , Dundee 43131
MACOMF COUNTY 44, Zxd Monday, 7 prit.. VPW Post 7572 36011 23 Mile Rd , Now Balmons 48047
CPL IANML. GRAY 51 2nd Thurs. 7 puve, DRV Hell, 8117 Che-a i (e Ford Rl ) Dearbrorn a8 123
O'CONNOR-REINHART 52 2nr! Tiwrs., 7 pm _ Naivevial Guaed Armoty. 1170 E- Punage Ava .
Sault Sie. Marle 49785

CASINIR ZABIK 60, 2nd Tess, 7 pm . WFW He, 25500 Sharwood (beiwean 10 and 11 Mie
Roads). Centiring 4915

THUNDER BAY 61, 2ndWednaaday. 6 p.m., DAV Morhousl Horne, 1020 U.8. 28 North, P 0. Box: 858,
SHIAWASSEE COUNTY 63 st Tues- € pum., Shinakases Councal oa Agna. 300 N Washegion 4
Owonso 4£387

CLINTON COUNTY 54, 12t 'Wed. 7 nm. Ainencan Lagon Poat 153 110E. Walker Su, 5L Johve 40370
HOATHLAND CHARTER 66, 15t Tueaday, 8 n m. {Even nunberad movths). American Laguon Poud 5,
McLaod Ave . ropwood 49058

CHIFPEWA 87, 20d Thrirs_ 6 p.an . VPW 5134, 4 E Gerszae St bron Aver 43938
FILLSOALE 68, 3rd Tuesday. 7:30 pm. %23 Ez3t Maw 5i,, Norih Adams 48262

MUNISING 639, 15t Fndav, 7 pm , DAVIVVA Clubhowe. =.8026 Jnple Bell Li- - Chistmas 48867
OGEMAW HILLS 73, 3rd Monday, 6 pm . Gunminga Townstey Hal, 751 Momson R

{Sovfh of Sago Lake R4)_ Roga Gitv 45654

THUMS BEMORIAL 75, 2nd Tuceday. 7 p i, Amencan Legion, 140W Frank 5., Cam 45729

COL HAMTRAMCK CHAPTER 83, 5rd Saturday. 4:30 .m . PLAY Post 8, 9545 Mcoougall.
Hamtramek 48212

JACK JOHNSTON £3. 2nd Thura . 7 pm.. VW Hall, 264 Fawn Five: Road. Sturma 49081
STRAITS 93 3rd Thurs . 7 9an , VW Hall i1 N. Steie Sireet, 51 lyanca 48781

MIDLAND COUNTY o4, 2nd Wadnseday, ¥ p.m . VFW Hal, %713 Bay Ciiy Rd . Mediand 48640
STANDISH 700. 15 Tues., 2:m . VP 5724, 3460 N. Huien, Standioh 48658

KARL H. BROWN 102 % Tuge., 8:30 pm  Ameican Legen: Pos 426, 2423 W Jafferaon, renkn 4816
WILSON-BLACKMER 105, 2nd amd 4th Tuga 7 p.n., 3480 School Bi., Lake 4BR32

Second muaing 1s social meefng. Auxikary meata ut same iamu and place us chapte:

FLAT RIVER CHAPTER 108_3rd ‘rueaduy. 7 m.ri 3484 % Mi Hope, Garson Giiv 48311,

EAST DETROIT 107 3rd Wad. of Cearte. 8 p, VFW Fosi /82, 17846 East Nre Mis

WILLIAM C_FORD 113, <% Wed . 6 p.m , YFW Post 445 27345 Schoolorrt Road, Radford 48239,
LIVONLA 114, 3rd Moniday, 7 p-m.. DAV Howic, 306805 Flanouth Rd.. Lvores 48150

DR PERGY H WILSON 115, 2nd Tues  8:30 p.m  Chassell YF¥. U5 44, Chesoell 46318,
Aunliary meghs 4 £.ama tma

JAMES V. PELLEQRINVLINCOLN PARK 18, 2nd Wad 2 pin., Amencan Legion Cluis, is30
Southiweld, Linoon Park 43148

HALEY BROTHERS §17. 151 funedsv o month 6:30 pm. Aleda E Luiz VA Menial Cerder. 1500
Weiss 61 . Sagmew 48802

ST CLAIR SHORES 119, 3rd Thurs | 7-00 r.m., YFW tiuce Fusi i148, 23404 Jotferson,

i Clali Bhores 48081

REE=J. DePRATO i25, isi Wednesday, 7:00 pm Anwncan Legion Cirb 3268 W Grand Frver,
rowell 42323

BIEBUYCK-FOMANO 127, isi Mon . p.n. 'FW Port 3130, 6782 Nie Mde Rd. {at Bherwood).
Warren 46041

ROBERT H. COX 129, Ist Toe 7 m . DAY Hal, 47328 Daquundre, Shulby Twp 48317
TAWAS BAY 130. dth Moii, 7 p.m., Eest Tawas Ciiy Communicy Bidy.. 760 Newman, £ Tewas 48730,
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Michigan Disabled Veteran

Chapter/Unit Reminders,
Notices and Updates

Washtenaw County Chapter 13;

Special notice to all tmem-
bers of Washtenaw County DAV
Chapter 13. Chapter meetings are
the third (3rd) Tuesday of each
month at 7:00 p.m., except July
and December. Meeting place:
Graf-O-Hara VFW Post 423,
2320 8. Wagner Road, Ann Arbor
(Between Ann Arbor and Saline)

Special Meeting Dates:

March 19, 2013 at 7:00 p.m.
for Election of Officers

April 16, 2013 at 7:0{ p.m. for
Installation of Officets

Thank you Commander Gary
R. Bourdeau and Adjutant
August Wallman,
Livonia Chapter and Unit 114:

Attention, Livonia Chapter
and Unit Members: First Nomi-
nations and Elections will be
April 15, 2013,

Second Nominations, Election
and Installation of Officers will
be May 20, 2013.

Thank youw, Commander

Thomas Dempster and DAVA/
Unit Commander Loraine
Connelly,
Cpl. Ian M. Gray Chapter 51;
Chapter Commander Thomas
Houle and Chapter member
John Ruselowski spent Veter-
ans Day at Mary-Crest Manor
Skilled Nursing and Rehabili-
tation in Livonia, meeting with

Sister Alexine and Joana Lobu-
ono, Director of Activities.
Commander Houle and Mem-
ber Ruselowski presented col-
ors and then recited the Pledge
of Allegiance; they also gave
each resident a flag. All resi-
dents and Commander Houle
and Member Ruselowski had a
great time.

Pictured, L-R: Sister Alexine, Director of Activities Joana Lobuono,
Commander Chapter 51 Thomas Houle and Chapter member John

Ruselowsid,

Free Income Tax Preparation
for Veterans and Seniors

VITA — Volmteer
Income Tax Assistance
Website: htip:/firs.treasury.
govifrestaxprep/
Phone: 1-800-906-9887

AARP — American Association
of Retired Peaple

You DO NOT need to be a
member of AARP to get your
taxes prepared.

Website: http://www.aarp.org/
applications/VMISLocator/
searchTaxAideLocations.action
Phone: 1-888-227-7669

Distriet 1 Chapters: 1-5-i2-
16-19-42-44-51-60-83-102-
113-114-116-1192-127-129

District 2 Chapters 8-10-13-
20-63-64-68-58-125

District 3 Chapters 2-6-7-11-
14-17

District 4 Chapters 18-38-30-
43-105

District 5 Chapters 4-61-73-
75-94-100-117-130

Dstrict 6 Chapters 22-23-24-
25-26-52-66-67-69-93-115

VA Extends Health Care, Compensation
for Gulf War Illness

The VA has extended
presumptive service-connection
for Gulf War veterans suffering
from undiagnosed and medically
unexplained chronic multi-system
illnesses to December 31, 2016,
The claims filing period had been
set to expire at the end of 2012.

“This is a sound decision by the
VA because rescarchers are still
baffled by the extensive illnesses
suffered by veterans of the 1990-
91 Gulf War,” said Washington
Headquarters Executive Director
Barry Jesinoski. “It's crucial that
the VA continues to provide
service-connected health care
and compensation to the men and
women who served in that war.”

“Gulf War veterans are
suffering from multiple symptoms
that include persistent memory
and concentration problems,
chronic headaches, widespread
pain, pastrointestinal problems

and other chronic abnormalities,”
said National Service Director
Garry Augustine. “At present, no
effective treatments have been
identified for Gulf War illness,
and studies indicate that few
veterans have recovered from
their gymptoms.”

Congress initially approved a
1994 law granting presamptive
service conmection for two years to
the veterans experiencing chronic,
undiagnosed illnesses that include
fatigue, headaches, joint pain,
indigestion, insomnia, dizziness,

i disorders and memory
problems. Due to alack of scientific
understanding about the nature
and cause of Gulf War illnesses,
which affect more than 175,000
veterans, VA has extended service
connection several times.

“The prevalence of these
illnesses has continued nearly
unabated since the war,”

Jesinoski said. “Extension
of the presumption of service
connection is warranted, and
will now cover a period of 25
years after the war ended.”

“Gulf War illness is an
example of the continuing cost
of war paid for by the suffering
of our veterans long after the
battles have been fought,” he
said, “While the war lasted less
than 100 hours, the price of our
victory will extend far into the
futare. Most of the criticism of
the VA's most recent extension
is that 2016 is not long enough.”

“DAV has urged the VA to
continue medical and scientific
studies to determine the cause
and nature of the multi-
symptom illnesses affecting
our veterans,” said Aungustine.
“The VA-supported studies
by the National Academy of
Sciences continue,”

Chaplain’s Vessage

by Michacl Kutsen. 1L¢ I

Which commandment is the
Sfirst of all? “The first is, "Hear
0 Israel, the Lord our God, the
Lord is one: and you shail Jove
the Lord your God with all your
heart, and with all your soul,
and with all your mind, and with
all your strength.' The second
is this, You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.' There is
no other commandment greater
than these.” —Mark 12: 28-31

Recent events have occumred
where individuals with no appar-
ent reason have committed atroc-
ities that have touched the hearts
of every American. People ask
and wonder why a God of love
allows evil things to happen.

Maybe the answer to this ques-
tion is not so difficult Let me
try and explain with & couple of
comparisons. What is dark? Ts it
not the absence of light? Light can
be measured, but darkness cannot
be measured, Starting from total
darkness, as light is added, we
begin to see, What is cold? Is it not
the absence of heat? Heatf can be
measured, but cold cantot be mea-
sured. Starting from absolute zero,
as heat is added, the temperature
begins to rise and we feel warmth.

So what is evil? Evil is noth-
Ing more than the absence of
God or the absence of the value
and respect of all creation. If

'II' :

Is There a Place for God?

N Bed Siaee © ol

we remove God or the value and
respect of creation in what we
do every day in our dealings in
our government, communmities,
neighbors, and in our families,
then goad is replaced with evil.

1 am a simple-minded man who
still keeps wondering and asking,
“Is there a place for God in our

* My answer is simple
and absolute. God must have a
place in everything that we do.
And just ag important, there must
be a respect and value for all cre-
ation. God gave us two great com-
mandments, The first is to love
God with all that we are. And the
second is no less than the first, to
love cur neighbors as ourselves,

‘When 1 think about veterans, [
am reminded that they are living
reminders of lave of God, love
of country and love for each
other. To my fellow DAV mem-
bers, lets us be united in love for
God, in love for our country and
love for our neighbor. Go and be
of service to all.

God is good and God is love.
Life is good. Let your life be a
reflection of how much you care
and how much you love. God
loves you and so do 1.

Michael Knutson, LTC

US Army (Ret.)
State Chaplain

............ ]
Cal Phillips . ]
Mack Bates...... . - v, s oo 8
Vicior Panozzo...... ... 11
Sherman R. Ver Plank. ... 11
Plymouth L Freed..... ... 13
Milton B, Scakeft ... ... 13

Roger E Simpson ...
Alfred Lee Drews. . ..
Harold W Camron . ..
James R. Faulaber ...
Eustace C Fields..
Richard B Gaver...

Entries for this column must be submitted to Department
headquarters, in writing, later than 45 days after the
member's death. Send notice to: DAV, Atin: TAPS, 17779 East
Fourteen Mile Road, Fraser, M1 48026. You may also send
entries via e-mail to* michelle@davmichigan.com

Joscph W Stier..... ..,
William A. Benchley. ... ..
Chatles A Ball, Jr. ...... ...
George Fatseas ... .
William Johnson ..

As we get started with the
New Year and work on our reso-
lutions, I ask that everyone take
a moment to reach out to our
sister veterans.

The articles in DAV Magazine,
January/February issue, “Honor-
ing Women” and “Celebrating
Her Story”, were the inspiration
for this article and if you skipped
over them, go back and read them.

It has been over 15 years since

Women Veterans Committee

the Women in Military Service
for America (WIMSA) memorial
ot its start honoring womet vet-
erans. Many, including myself,
helped to charter this memorial
so that future generations could
see the contributions of service-
womnen to our great country. The
Memorial is at the gateway of
Arlington National Cemetery and
is a legacy for future generations.

In today’s military, the roles

that women fill have expanded
beyond those of even 20 years
ago when I served. The women
of tnday’s military suffer com-
bat wounds like their brothers
in ams, losing limbs, eyesight,
Traumatic Brain Injury and much
more, Previous generations of
women veterans may not stand
out in a crowd, your neighbor
may have an aunt that served,
your child may have a teacher

that served or one could be a
nurse that works in your local
hespital, It is a challenge to find
out who has been in the military;
however, always be on the look-
out for the usual signs — hats,
T-shirts and sach — and reach
out. Find out if she is in the VA
systern, has a service officer, and
if she is eligible for membership
or is a member already. Get her
a service officer if needed and

invite her out to your meetings.

I make a challenge to all female
DAV members not active to find
out your chapter's meeting date,
time and location and get active.
Your confribution is important;
get involved and help bring about
change, one voice at a time.

Jo Linda White
Women Veterans Commiitee
Chairman
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Loraine Connelly

As we start this New Year, [
want to remind Auxiliary mem-
bers that there is a Michigan Ser-
vice and Support Fond available
to those who might be in need
of assistance to pay their rent, a
mortgage, a utility, tax or medical
bill, A maximum of $300 is avail-
able to those who qualify and are
single head of household.

There is also 3 National Ser-
vice and Support Fund with a
maximum of $1,000.00 aveilable
to any Auziliary member who is
in financial need, as long as they
qualify. Each fund pays dirsctly to
the creditor. Forms are in the man-
ual, online or through your Unit
Commander, Department Adjutant
or State Commeander. You may
send an application to both fimds.

District Meetings

The approaching meetings in
each District are Information
Seminars. Since the information
that will be presented should
also benefit the Auxiliary, the
seminars will be joint meetings.
However, the Auxiliary will
break away for about an hour,
most likely after lunch to elect a
District Chairperson.

District Meeting Dates are as
follows: District 2 is March 16,
District 5 is April 6, District 6
is April 13, District 1 is Apnl
20 and District 3 js April 27, 1
understand Meetmg Registration
forms will not be in the paper.
Don’t let this defer you from
attending. Forms are available
from a Chapter officer or online
at the Michigan DAY website:
http:/foww.davmembersportal.
org. The $8.00 registration fee
includes lunch. Register early.

Would you or somecne you
know be good at organizing one
District meeting a year and possi-
bly doing a mailing to sach Unit in
their District? Auxiliary Districts
have from 2 to 9 Units, so this
would be a very small mailing

Have somecne nominate you at
the meeting or nominate yourself.
There are many good, capable
people out there who could do this
simple job and I would love to see
some new faces.

The Aunxiliary Future

I worry about the fiture of the
Auxiliary, We have been around so
of the organization take for gramted
that we will always be here. With
dwindling metmbership and low
aitendance at most Unit meetings,
the survival of our remaining Units
is being threatened.

I'm reaching out to Aux-
iliary members who read the
state paper, but may never have
attended a Unit meeting and
potential members. We need
you. Please find out when the
next meeting in your area will be
and walk in there and introduce
yourself, T guarantee you will be
welcome! Tell them I sent you!
Any relative of a veteran is eli-
gible for membership, so bring a
friend with you if you like.

Think for 8 moment, what it
would be like if the Auxiliary
was no longer here to assist our
veterans and their families. We
are the ones who take the time
to visit veterans in the hospitals
and we sce how they appreciate
the time we spend with them.
We are the ones who take the
frst step toward a young wvet-
eran or their family. We are the
ones that write letters concern-
ing veterans to our congressmen.
We are the ones that assist our
Chapters, make lap robes, take
essential items to the hospitals
and keep in touch with sick vet-
erans and their families. What if
all of that just stopped one day?

Family members with a loved
one serving in the military or
who have come home to deal
with a disability, need us. Noth-
ing replaces the compassionate
hand on the arm that says, “I
understand”. That's who we are
and why belongimg to the Auxil-
iary i3 go rewarding. If we don’t
do it...who will?

I kmow it’s hard for older mem-
bers to embrace younger members
with new ideas and it may make
us a little uncomfortable. But, if
we don’t allow some changes so
that new members find us a com-
fortable fit, then the Auxiliary

Auxiliaey Comumander’s Mossaog
Service and Support Fund

will not survive. Please...attend
a meeting and try us on for size.

Last Monday a new DAV mem-
ber came up to me and said if the
Auxiliary has another garage sale
‘his wife wants to help us, . .and she
wants to come to the next meet-
ing. Besides having a fresh new
member and badly needed help, it
also meant that this woman, with-
out being approached, has been
thinking about us and wanting to
Jjoin and help the DAV Auxiliary,
Many patential members are out
there and some of them have even
piven the DAV Auxiliary some
thought! Be The Thread...reach
out and approach potential mem-
bers, Give those that have us in
mind an opportunity to join before
another organization snaps these
good people up.

“Murder In Magaritaland”

The Commander’s Reception
at the State Convention is Fri-
day, June 7, The Luau-themed
Murder Mystery is titled “Mur-
der In Margaritaland”.

Check in at the Water’s Edge
at 6:30 p.m. The Mystery starts
promptly at 7 p.m. I encour-
age everyone to don your most
colorful beach or Luau outfit
and attend. It's much more fun
to play along. Though BVERY-
ONE that attends will be
assigned  character at the party,
‘we need 20 Main Characters (10
fetnale and 10 male) who will
need to attend dressed as their
character. If you are interested,
please let me know and I will
give your name to the commit-
tee, As in the past, there will be
a light meal and refreshments,

My Testimonial Dinner date
has been set for
Friday, April 19 in Livonia.

The State Convention is June 7-9.

Forget-Me-Not Luncheon will
be Saturday, June 8. Call Barb
McComb at 734-476-8689 or
Linda Walters at 616-402-5856
for tickets. Ticket price is
$15 each (Tentative).

Don’t forget that you must
make quota by April 1 to
receive a Mae Holmes award.

Loraine Connelly
Auxiliary State Commander

One Member at a Time...
By Barbara McComb, Auxiliary State Membership Chairman

“Is the glass half full or half
empty?” We have had declin-
g membership; however, we
cam make a difference. We can
REACH OUT and MAKE A
CONNECTION and MAKE A
DIFFERENCE. I borrowed these
words from ow Commander
Loraine Connelly. She asked us to
be a strong thread and connection
to all members, new members,
hospitalized veterans, shut-ins, our
communities and to work together.

Abraham Lincoln once stated,
“The best thing about the future
is that it comes one day at a time.”

The best thing about Membership
is that it comes one new member
at a time. A new member, a delin-
quent member, transferred mem-
ber...one day at a time. My glass
is not empty! I hope yours is half
full and we can build our Units
and build new Units.

Congratulations to Unit 12
Port Huron, Unit 68 Hillsdale
and Unit 73 Ogemaw Hills for
making Quotal! For our State
Quota we are short 168 mem-
bers. Let’s keep frying — some
Units only need one new mem-
ber — we still have time.

We will be giving $90.00
towards a Life Membership this
yenr.Allseniormembmﬂmhave

signed up for Life M
(July 1, 2012 to April 1, 2013)
will go into a drawing and four
(4) winners will be drawn at State
Convention. The money will go
to Naticnal to help pay their Life
Membership. Our top recruiter
will receive $40.00 this year.

National is incentives for
a recruiter of 5, 10, 15 New Senior
Memberzs and for the top member-
ship recruiter a sum of $250.00. It is
time. ..to Go for the GOLD,

Adjutant Ad Libs

By Carol Gray, State Adjutant

As of this
writing, there
are eight Units
who have not
sent their state
mandate. That
mandate was
due in October.
Remember — if
your mandates are not paid, your
Unit delegates will not have a vote
at the State Convention and they
can only be registered as puests.

Should your Unit choose to com-
plete the annnal program reports,
the date must be no later
than May 15, 2013. To qualify for
the Mae Holmes Award, a Unit
must have attained their member-
ship quote by April 1, 2013, It is
important to complete this report,
even if you did not attain your
quota, as a copy of this report is

sent to the NEC for the report they
must file with National Headquar-
ters, I'm sure that you want all of
the good works your Unit has done
t0 be included.

We will again have an auc-
tion at the Convention on Thurs-
day, June 6, 2013. New items,
collectibles and/or gently used
itemns are gratefully accepted.

My years of serving as your
State Adjutant have been enjoy-
able, interesting and challenging at
times and it has been a pleasure to
‘have held that position 19 of the last
25 years. Last October, 1 informed
State Commander Loraine Con-
nelly and State Senior Vice Com-
mamder Amna Lockwood that 1
would be stepping aside from that
position. Thanks to all of you for
your assistance and cooperation
over these many years,

Auxiliary Reminders
By State Sr. Vice Commander Anna Lockwood,
Auxiliary State Mae Holmes Chairman

As this New Year begins, 1
hope zll of you had a wonderful
holiday season, There are sea-
sons for many of your Auxiliary
projects. Due to the weather, our
projects tend to be more indoor
projects. My Unit is not much
mto quilt making, but some
make hats and scarves for the
community and mitten trees at
the churches. We also bring in
cards for Christmas and Valen-
tines, and take them to the Vet-
erans at our Bingo and yes, the
Junior members also help out.

This is also a good time to
check on our new Legislation and
w:ite those Legislative letters and

make phone calls; mamy are newly
elected and have just taken office
in January. They like hearing
about our thoughts on the issues.

Now is also the time to start
thinking about spring and sum-
mer projects, making plans for
Memorial Day activities and
parades, Fourth of July and
county fairs — these are preat
places to promote the organiza-
tion and membership,

Don't forget about your reports.

With new membership, Bylaws
have been ratified; our member-
ship is now open to a wide group
of people and this can help you to
make quotas,

Pre—Reglstrahon Form for DAV A Auxiliary and Units i
2013 DAV/DAV A State Convention
Sault Ste Marie, Michigan
DAV/DAV A Convention June 7-9, 2013
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Pictured are Fraser High school students who brought in
Christmas cards for the Detroit VA. Pictured in cenfer front, L-R:
VAVS Chairman Harold De Forest and Chapter 129 Member
Mike Angelo. Pictured in center back, L-R: VAVS Deputy Bill
Dezur and Ckapter 129 Adjutant Dave Olson.

Santa (Eugene Wolfbawer)
and Chapter 129 member
Mike Angele at the Detroit
VA Christmas Party. Mike
celebrated his 93rd birthday
with a surprise parly given by
DAV Detrolt VAVS Chairman
Harold DeForest and Santa.

Wreaths Across America

The nonprofit organization
Wreaths Across America hosted
a wreath event at the Great Lakes
National Cemetery en December
15, 2012. Chapter 19 member,
Jobn Williams, was one of over
4,000 volunteers that braved the
cold weather to place wreaths on
our heroes’ gravesites.

Wreaths Across  America’s
mission — Remember, Homor
and Teach — is carried out by
coordinating wreath-laying cer-
emonies on a specific Saturday in
December at Arlington National
Cemetery, as well as veteran’s
cemeteries and other locations
in all 50 states and beyond. The
events are made up of thousands
of vohmteers; they receive no
government funding and the cost
of their programs is paid by indi-

vidual wreath sponsors.

With nearly 200,000 volun-
teers, over 420,000 wreaths were
placed in remembrance across
the country and overseas for our
Nation’s fallen heroes.

The year 2012 was the group’s

21st year laying wreaths at
Arlington and marked the laying

Commander Bob Blevins and Adjutant Relly D, Lee, Sv. on the
bridge of the U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Mackinac.

NEW DSOs Cont from page 1

was hired as an assembly line
worker at General Motors where
she worked for 12 years. Due
to a worsening of her disability,
she decided to leave General
Motors. Unaware of the ben-
efit resources the Department
of Veterans Affairs had to offer,
she and her mother became
homeless for three years,

Back and forth from one fam-
ily member’s home to another,
she began to research and found
that VA had a plethora of options
available. She reapplied for
Vocational Rehabilitation and
was approved! It was this very
breakthrough that sent her on a
personal crusade to inform her

fellow brothers-in-arms about
the VA’s benefits. Toni is cur-
rently enrolled in the Bachelors
of Business Program at
Marygrove in Detroit, Michigan.

Through the coaching of her
Employment Coordinators, Toni
secured employment with the
DAV. With an alrecady passion-
ate determination to “get the
word out” to every veteran she
comes across, this position was
a dream come true. Her central
goal is to ensure her comrades
get what they deserve. It is her
belief that if every disadvan-
taged veteran were piven the
tools they need to reassemble
their lives, they could once again
become productive contributors
to our society.

of the one-millionth wreath since
the program began in 1992 by
Maine businessman and wreath
maker Morrill Worcester.

If you are interested in volun-
teering or donating a wreath for
a fallen hero, visit the Wreaths
Across America website at www.
wreathsacrossamerica.org

| disabled veterans.

Honoring Women Veterans

In October, women veterans of
every branch of the armed forces
and every era of service bad tre-
mendous reason to celebrate their
legacy. The Women in Military
Service for Americe Memorial
marked its 15th anniversary of
honoring women veterans, and
umdreds poured in from around
the country to help celebrate the
dedication of this beautiful memo-
rial to our servicewomen.

From the earliest days of wom-
en’s service in the military, their
contributions have been invalu-
able. The same is true within our
own organization, and as 1 watch
our membership grow, 1 hope to
see continued increases in the
number of women veterans who
choose to make DAV a part of
their post-military lives.

Increasingly, DAV has moved
in a direction that includes our
women veterans and that can only
bring great things to our commu-

nity. We need to be ever expanding
our focus to inchude the service and

sacrifices of the women who have
stood alongside owr men-in-arms
throughout the years,

So many women, especially
those who served during World
War II and the wars in Korea and
Vietmam, have bad their service
go unrecognized for many years.
Oftentimes they are not asked
about their military service, but
they are nonetheless a vital part of
our nation’s history and a key part
of the DAV mission for the future.

One of the biggest challenges
we face in this arena is identify-
ing women who may be eligible

Volunteer Registration Application

Many Amesicans, just like you, are secking ways to cxpress fheir patriotic appreciation to

for membership. Too often, we
look past them in the crowd
and ferget to ask women if they
may be veterans of our armed
forces. We should no longer be
surprised to hear that a young
mother of two is a Marine war
veteran, that our neighbor served
as an Army nurse in Vietnam or
that the woman who sits next
to us at worship services is a
fighter pilot in the Air Force.

Today, the roles women fill
have expanded to every comer
of the military, This year has
brought tremendous changes to
the types of career fields and
training programs that are open
to our servicewomen. It is an
exciting time for women, and it
is an especially important time
for DAV to welcome the brave
women who have sacrificed so
much for this nation.

Building a strong presence
of our sisters-im-arms is one of
the most important facets of our
membership mission. DAV has
always been out fiont on women
veterans® issues, and the huge
inflix of women currently filter-
ing into the veterans’ commumity
presents us the chance to bring
untold experience, expertise and
enthusiasm into our fold. If we
show women vetarans we are here
for them, that they don't have to
go it alone, and that they have a
home and a family with DAV,
our mission to fulfill promises to
veterans will only grow stronger.

Article taker from DAV National
website

| Volunteering your t1me and love 18 8 greai way to show Veterans how wnuch you care, and the DAV '
i and its Auxiliary have plenty of volunteer opportunities to gei you startea
! Complete and mail the application below to starr helping America’s Disabled Amenican Veterans and

| thery familics.

| Name:

Addresa:

| City, State, Zip:

, Telephone:

, E-mail:

]
: Local Contact:

]
| Nearest VA Medical Center:
]

:lama.-

! QDAY Member 0 DAV Auvnliary Member 0 Non-Member interested in Volunteering

| P'm interested in:

! Q Any program wheie I could help
| O The DAV Transportation Network
| O Volunteening at a VA Healthcare Facility

| Piease describe any specific interest o talent you would like to offer through DAV or Auxiliary

! Voluntary Servics Programs

(1
i

i Send Form to:

| Disabled Amercan Veterans, National Headquartets, Voluntary Seivices Departnien

| PO. Box 14301, Cincinnaii, OH 45250-030!



