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Elections held Sunday June 9, 
2013 at closing sessions of the 
Department’s 88th Annual State 
Convention named Les Schnei-
der to command the Disabled 
American Veterans Department 
of Michigan.

Les Schneider (Chapter 63) 
was elected Commander at 
weekend sessions held June 7-9 
at the Kewadin Convention Cen-
ter in Sault Ste. Marie, Michi-
gan. Les served in the Air Force 
from 1974 to 2000 and retired as 
a Tech. Sergeant. After leaving 
the Air Force, Les was a Com-
mercial Pilot. Les also holds 
three degrees including a B.S. 
in Industrial Engineering. Les 

has been married to Kelly for 36 
years and they have a daughter, a 
son and two grandchildren. Les 
resides in Durand, Michigan.

Jo Linda White (Chapter 20) 
was elected Senior Vice Com-
mander, Beth Gonzales (Chap-
ter 120) was elected 1st Jr. Vice 
Commander and Gary Cardona 
(Chapter 93) was elected 2nd Jr. 
Vice Commander.

Michael Knutson (Chapter 4) 
was elected as State Chaplain, 
and Roger Jansen (Chapter 14) 
was elected Treasurer. 

Commander Schneider 
appointed Billie Cardona 
(Chapter 93) as Judge Advo-
cate, Shawn Wilson (Chapter 

116) was appointed Adjutant 
and State Inspector and Tim 
Bever (4) was appointed as 
Assistant Treasurer. Roger 
Jansen (Chapter 14) was also 
appointed as Chief of Staff.

There were also new Adminis-
trative Board members elected at 
District Caucus for a (2) two-year 
term. Rebecca Mott (Chapter 61) 
was elected for District 5, Steve 
Pruitt (Chapter2) was elected 
for District 3 and Kwan Tillman 
(Chapter 119) was elected for 
District 1.

Ron Schrieber (Chapter 39) 
was also elected as a new District 
4 Executive Committee member.

Auxiliary Officers elected 
at the 88th Annual State Con-
vention were Anna Lockwood 
(Unit 68) was elected as State 
Commander as Loraine Con-
nelly (Unit 114) completed her 
year as Commander. Gloria 
Boozer (Unit 20) was elected as 
Sr. Vice Commander, and Tess 
Morey (Unit 14) was elected Jr. 
Vice Commander. Linda Walters 
(Unit 14) will be the new Adju-
tant. Barbara McComb (Unit 18)  
is the Judge Advocate and Sandi 
Mudgett (Unit 14) is Chaplain.

Prior to the conclusion of 

Convention delegates elect les schneider 
as 2013-14 state Commander

SCHNEIDER  Cont. on page 2

Pictured, L-R: Les Schneider, Commander Bob Blevins, Jo Linda 
White, Beth Gonzales and Gary Cardona. Photo courtesy of Steve 
Pruitt and George Coward.

Rolly D. Lee, Sr. retired on 
April 19, 2013 from the posi-
tion State Executive Secretary 
after 5 years. 

Rolly has been a member 

of the DAV since 1991 and 
has had many accomplish-
ments within the organization, 
Past Department Commander, 
State Adjutant, State Inspector, 
Administrative Board Chairman 
and Member, Chapter Com-
mander and Chapter Service 
Officer, to list a few.

After serving over 22 years 
with the U.S. Navy, Rolly retired 
and began working for the Clare 
County Veterans Affairs, eventu-
ally becoming Director before 
retiring and coming to work for 
the Department of Michigan.

Rolly is looking forward to 
enjoying retirement with his 
wife Past Auxiliary State Com-
mander Carol and his many 
grandchildren, also getting in 
some fishing on his new boat 
and just sitting back on his 
porch relaxing.

C O N G R AT U L AT I O N S , 
ROLLY!!! 

Photo courtesy of Steve Pruitt 
and George Coward.

rolly lee retires as 
executive secretary

For the past twenty plus years 
the one constant in the Depart-
ment of Michigan has been 
Roger Jansen. Not only has he 
been the Department Treasurer 
for over 20 years, he has also 
held positions on the Adminis-
trative Board, as well as serv-
ing  our National Organization 
as an NEC 10th District. At the 
State Convention held this past 
June Roger was presented with 
a beautiful ring for his commit-
ment and dedication as Depart-
ment Treasurer for over twenty 
years!

You can never replace a man 
like Roger Jansen; you can only 
hope to follow in the giant foot-
steps he has created before you. 
His wisdom and guidance has 

served this Department well and 
will be missed.  However, as 
Roger stated at the Ad Board 
Meeting on July 20, 2013 that 
although he has decided to step 
down, he will be handing over 
the responsibilities to a very 
qualified, bright individual in 
Tim Bever and went on to say 
that the Department will be in 
very good hands with Tim’s 
background and business experi-
ence.  The E.C.s’ then voted Tim 
Bever to succeed as the Depart-
ment’s new Treasurer.

Tim is a member of Chapter 
4 in Saginaw and was appointed 
to the position of Assistant Trea-
surer at the State Convention in 

roger Jansen steps down 
as department treasurer

Assistant Treasurer Tim Bever elected 
as the new Department Treasurer

Photo courtesy of Steve Pruitt and 
George Coward. JANSEN  Cont. on page 2
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June 2013. Tim served with the 
Navy from 1971-1976 serving 
on three ships; one of which was 
built in Bay City, Michigan at 
Defoe Shipyards.

Post military service, Tim 
attended Saginaw Valley State 
University graduating with a 
BBA with studies in Manage-

ment and Information Technol-
ogy. Tim held positions as a 
software engineer cumulating 
in the examination of finan-
cial institutions for the State of 
Michigan.

Tim has been married for 36 
years and has one daughter. He 
has been active in his Chapter 
and in the Department and is 
also a past Ad Board member.  

Portraying the positive now 
more than ever is important. It 
is also important to highlight the 
good images of how veterans 
are helpers in the community. 
These veterans have years of 
leadership experience, respect, 
authority and loyalty. Veterans 
remain leaders of their fami-
lies and in their communities. 
In their careers they often are 
employed in helping profes-
sions, and you can always see 
them exercise their strength and 
leadership time and time again 
when our nation faces emergen-
cies or tragedy. 

Many veterans are looking for 
volunteer opportunities so they 
can give back to the community. 
One of the areas in need of vol-
unteers are drivers for our DAV 
Van transportation network. 
Volunteer drivers are needed 
across the state. Please see the 
Van Transportation article in 
this issue for more information.

When I first joined the DAV, 
my plan was to see my Chapter 
learn to manage its resources 
and expand our membership. 
We should promote the DAV by 
reaching out to the most recently 
discharged veterans who may be 
looking for jobs and benefits. 
We need to make sure every 
veteran feels comfortable and 
welcome into our organization, 
despite age differences, dispar-
ity or service-connected history.

Everyone at the VA is work-
ing with a focus to change and 
better their service to veterans 

and their families. We also 
need to make our politicians 
fully aware of the DAV and 
their purpose by meeting with 
key legislative members. This 
keeps them on their toes. If the 
DAV is out of sight, then they 
will become out of mind, but 
face-to-face meetings certainly 
keep them aware of veteran’s 
issues. Change requires disci-
pline, determination and money. 
The DAV is one of America’s 
greatest veteran’s organizations 
and is bringing new energy to 
every level of the organization 
through rebranding and being 
wise with our funds.   The DAV 
is dedicated to service and we 
are now more focused on letting 
the world know about the vital 
services we provide veterans 
and their families.

The DAV believes that what 
the VA is doing with DBMS 
is the right thing to do to get 
into a paperless situation and 
move the organization forward. 
This statement has been made 
many times and you have heard 
it from all different sources. I 
believe this statement is very 
important and extremely true 
and we as a Department are also 
striving to make changes that 
will strengthen and improve our 
own Department. We are look-
ing forward to moving ahead in 
many different aspects over this 
coming year. 

A few weeks ago, the Ad 
Board and E.C. committee met 
at the request of headquarters. 
They were brought together so 
we could discuss our future and 
explain everything to everybody 
at one time. With both boards 
present, we also had a lawyer and 
a CPA at the meeting. We dis-
cussed openly our plans to seek 
applying for a new tax-exempt 
status. Other departments across 
the U.S. have already done this 
to great success. 

We also discussed updating 
both our Department website 

and newspaper. Our intent is to 
make both forms of communica-
tion more user-friendly, and also 
much more informational about 
veterans’ issues such as apply-
ing for jobs, veterans’ discounts, 
training and current legislative 
bills and laws dealing with vet-
eran’s issues.

At our last Convention in 
June 2013, we hired a new 
State Executive Secretary. His 
name is Shawn Wilson. He is 
a younger veteran, which is the 
exact audience that we are try-
ing to attract. He has brought 
a new sense of excitement and 
energy into our organization. He 
is working very hard to help our 
Department and Chapters move 
ahead. He has no preconceived 
ideas of how our organization 
has been run over the years. 
He looks at everything and all 
programs through a fresh set of 
eyes. Our headquarters staff, as 
you know, is made up of Shawn, 
Michelle and Kelly. They are 
working so well together that 
their enthusiasm is contagious. 
At the meeting of the Ad Board 
and E.C. committee, our staff 
was so well prepared with hav-
ing a lawyer and a CPA on 
site to answer questions that we 
completed the budget meeting in 
record time. For every question 
asked, there was an immediate 
professional answer. I commend 
our headquarters staff for doing 
such a terrific job. 

The Department Officers, 
Ad Board and E.C. commit-
tee are in complete agreement 
that we need to move ahead. 
We are learning from our past 
and applying that knowledge to 
make wise decisions and move 
forward. Change is difficult, but 
necessary, to move our organi-
zation forward and I am excited 
to think of all of the possibilities 
that await us.

Les Schneider
Michigan State Commander 

Les Schneider
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As 2nd Jr. Vice Commander 
for the DAV Dept. of Michi-
gan, I am grateful for the trust 
you have bestowed upon me. I 
am the State Legislative Chair-
man and as such, I am keeping 
abreast of pending legislation 
pertaining to veterans.

Since the Convention, I have 
traveled with the State Com-
mander, Les Schneider and our 
State Executive Secretary, Shawn 
Wilson throughout the Upper 
Peninsula to various Chapters and 
the Iron Mountain DVA Medi-
cal Center and the D.J. Jacobetti 
Home for Veterans. On behalf of 
our State Commander, I had the 
honor and privilege of presenting 
a Certificate to The American 

Legion State Commander, Tom 
Brown, at The American Legion 
Sate Convention.

There are approximately 
190 pending House and Sen-
ate Bills pertaining to Veterans 
within the Michigan Legisla-
ture. For those with access to 
the Internet, you may see them 
on the State of Michigan Leg-
islature website.

For anyone without a com-
puter or the Internet, I suggest 
you contact your local State 
Legislator or a fellow chapter 
member for a copy of the list.

Some of the Bills are for Vet-
erans using their military train-
ing for obtaining Commercial 
Licenses, tax exemption of prop-

erty taxes of certain Disabled 
Veterans and waiver of recreation 
passport fees for State Parks.

If any member has an idea 
for something they wish to be 
enacted into Public Law, you 
may contact your Michigan 
Representative or write a reso-
lution and have it presented to 
the next DAV Convention for 
consideration.

I would like to ask all mem-
bers to contact your local State 
Representatives and express your 
support for all the pending legis-
lation in support of Veterans.

Yours in comradeship,
Gary Cardona
2nd Jr. Vice Commander

2nd Jr. Vice Commander

JANSEN  Cont. from page 1

the Convention sessions, the 
Convention committee advised 
members that the 2014 and 
2015 Convention would remain 

at the Kewadin Convention cen-
ter in Sault Ste. Marie, Michi-
gan. A thank you was given to 
Kewadin for all they do for the 
Department during the Con-
vention. The staff members and 

management have done a fabu-
lous job over the years and have 
adapted to the needs of the 
Department, all while keeping 
the prices for our Convention at 
a manageable amount.

SCHNEIDER  Cont. from page 1

A d v e r t i s e m e n t

Park Place Real Estate
“It’s Not Just a House…It’s Your Home”

586-909-9798 or 586-745-0077
Howard Pascoe Broker / Owner

19575 Rich Drive, Clinton Township, Michigan 48038
Fax: 586-226-1436

parkplacerealestate@att.net

Real Estate Home Benefit 
Program, Michigan’s ONLY 
DAV and VFW Realtor

We participate in the AARP, 
UAW, Union Plus, GM Family 
First, Military & Veterans 
Programs

Cash Back Rebates for sellers 
and buyers

Rebates on VA Loan 

Closing Costs, 100% Special 
VA Refinance Short Sales 
and Land Contracts, HUD 
registered Broker

This program is for all DAV 
and VFW active and retired 
Military and families

Park Place Real Estate is 
a Service Disabled Veteran 
Owned Business.
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First, I would like to say how 
happy I am about obtaining the 
position of State Executive Sec-
retary/Adjutant. At this point I 
would like to give all of you 
some background on myself and 
where we are heading as a Vet-
erans Organization.

I was a scholarship athlete at 
the Southern Connecticut State 
University and have a B.S. in 
Corporate Communications with 
a specialization in Management. I 
went on to work for a Fortune 500 
company as a manager of a staff 
of 160 employees and then went 
on to work in finance at a Fortune 
100 company and honed my skills 
in retail and investment banking.

I am also an OIF veteran from 
the 563rd MP Co out of Ft. Drum, 
New York and we fell under the 

16th MP Brigade from Ft. Bragg. 
I am a member of Wounded 
Warrior and have been a member 
of the DAV since 2011.

I came to the DAV from VFW 
Regional Office where I was an 
Assistant State Service Officer 
who handled claims from all over 
the state and represented veter-
ans at hearings when they were 
denied benefits from the VA. I 
did this whether it was a Deci-
sion Review Officer or Board of 
Veterans Appeal’s Law Judge 
from D.C. who came to the state 
of Michigan to do the hearing.

I have a strong background 
in management, finance, public 
relations and military leadership.

The main point I would like to 
make today is that I will need the 
guidance and support of the Chap-
ters, and the experience and wis-
dom the leadership of our Chapters 
brings to the table. We need this 
to happen as an organization to 
get the DAV membership back to 
where it belongs. I need each and 
every Chapter to make the local 
communities aware of who we are 
and what we do.

We are a nonprofit organiza-
tion that has been in existence 
for nearly 100 years. We cur-

rently have 1.2 million members 
nationwide and approximately 25 
thousand members in the state. 
We offer free advice for VA claim 
work, information about other VA 
benefits and fellowship for other 
Veterans who would enjoy the 
company of people who have 
served their country just like them.

We service Disabled Ameri-
can Veterans and their families 
who need assistance and may 
not know where to turn to when 
they are in need.

Membership has been the life-
blood of this organization for 
almost 100 years and will continue 
to be the same lifeblood that we 
will carry with us into the next 100 
years. Membership, membership, 
membership. That is what we need 
to increase, so we can continue to 
serve the men and women who 
have served this great nation.

I would like to hear any well 
thought out ideas about mem-
bership drives and any ideas for 
outings to draw in prospective 
members and at the same time 
have active current members 
who enjoy the outings as well.

Remember, throwing money 
at a problem is not the answer. 
My advice is to make it simple, 

but effective. What would you 
like to do? What do you think 
any perspective member would 
like to do? The vast majority of 
our perspective members would 
have served from 1990 forward. 
That is Desert Storm and every 
operation in between to OND.

Start with yourself. Think 
of the last three organizations, 
clubs or groups you joined. 
How easy were they to join? 
What was the deciding factor? 
What reservations did you have 
about joining?

Take the first step. Are you 
getting people to join you or are 
you trying to join them first? In this 
instance, proactivity is the secret. 
Sticking yourself out there is the 
way. After all, approachability is a 
two-way street. Our mission is to 
give people permission.

Sit people down. Shockingly 
enough, the best way to find 
out what people want is to ASK 
THEM. Collecting data. Asking 
questions. Having lunches. What-
ever it takes. Then, during one-
on-one meetings with members, 
past members or potential mem-
bers, ask the following questions: 
“What would bring you back?” 
and “When you used to come to 

meetings, what, specifically, were 
we providing you?”

You might also ask people to 
complete the following sentence 
three times: “As a member, I 
would come if (x).” Whichever 
approach you choose, here’s the 
reality: Regardless of current 
attendance or membership, there 
WAS a moment when people 
DID care and DID come. As 
their leader, you have the power 
to create that again.

It’s simple: Pick up the phone, 
set up a lunch, sit down with 
someone, honestly ask for their 
help, staple your tongue to the 
roof of your mouth and take copi-
ous notes. Remember: People want 
to be in the mix with something 
meaningful. That’s how you drive 
faces back. How many lunches 
have you had this month with cur-
rent, past or prospective members?

In my opinion the DAV does 
not have to prove anything to any-
one. We have done that for nearly 
100 years. What we do have to do 
is improve. It’s not about being 
the best; it’s about being better 
than you were yesterday.

Shawn M. Wilson
Adjutant

Shawn M. Wilson

Executive Secretary/Adjutant’s Message
Who is the new State Executive Secretary/Adjutant?

The Fully Developed Claims 
(FDC) program is an optional 
new initiative that offers Veterans, 
Service members, and survivors 
faster decisions from VA on com-
pensation, pension, and survivor 
benefit claims. Currently, conser-
vative turnaround times from the 
VA Regional Office in Detroit 
on FDC claims is 4-6 months, as 
opposed to new traditional claim 
which can take up to two years.

Claimants simply submit all 
required records and documenta-
tion at the time they make their 
claim and certify that they have 
no further evidence. VA can then 
review and process the claim more 

quickly.  Informal claims may be 
filed to preserve an effective date 
while evidence is gathered.

There are many types of 
claims for disability compensa-
tion.  For example, if you’re fil-
ing a VA claim for the very first 
time, you have an original claim. 
A reopened claim means you 
have new and material evidence 
and you want VA to reconsider 
a claim it once denied. There 
are also new claims, secondary 
claims, and special claims. Your 
claim must meet all the applicable 
requirements listed to be consid-
ered for the FDC program. Your 
Department or National Service 
Officer can help you determine 
what evidence is required for 
your particular claim.

Individuals may file an FDC 
for disability compensation for 
the following reasons:

An injury, disability, or 
condition believed to have 
occurred or been aggravated 
by military service. 

A condition caused or aggra-
vated by an existing service-

related condition. 
Service members may use 

the Benefits Delivery at Dis-
charge (BDD) program to sub-
mit a Fully Developed Claim 
before discharge.

Veterans and their families and 
survivors may also file pension or 
dependency and indemnity com-
pensation (survivor) claims.

Why should you use the FDC 
Process?  Because FDC puts 
you in control, and it’s faster 
and risk-free.  By filing an FDC, 
Veterans, Service members and 
survivors take charge of their 
claim by providing all the evi-
dence at once. By then certifying 
that there is no more evidence, 
VA can issue a decision faster.

You can file an FDC without 
risk. Participation will not affect 
the attention your claim receives 
from qualified VA rating staff 
or the benefits to which you’re 
entitled.  If VA determines other 
records exist and are required to 
decide a claim, VA will simply 
remove the claim from the FDC 
program and process it through 

the traditional claims process. 
Once you initiate your FDC, 
you’ll have up to one year to 
complete it.  Should VA approve 
your claim, you’ll be paid back to 
the day you initiated your claim.

The best ways to file an FDC is 
with the assistance of your local 
National Service Officer, or elec-
tronically at eBenefits.va.gov. 
Once you log on to your account, 
VA recommends you appoint 
an accredited Veterans Service 
Officer to help you initiate your 
claim, gather the required medi-
cal records and evidence, and 
submit your claim.  If you don’t 
yet have an eBenefits.va.gov 
account, register today. 

If you prefer to file your 
FDC by paper, complete VA 
Form 21-526EZ and turn it in to 
your local DAV service officer.  
While there, you can appoint 
an accredited Veterans Service 
Officer to help you prepare and 
submit your claim. You can also 
appoint your accredited Veter-
ans Service Officer online at 
eBenefits.va.gov. 

How Should You Prepare 
Your FDC?

1. Register for an eBenefits.
va.gov account. 

2. Appoint an accredited Vet-
erans Service Officer who can 
provide free, expert assistance. 

3. Gather supporting docu-
ments as applicable, such as 
your DD-214, service and 
private medical records, and 
letters from friends or those 
you served with that attest to 
the substance of your claim 
(“buddy statements”). 

4. Initiate your claim with 
your Service Officer or at 
eBenefits.va.gov

Remember, your Service Offi-
cer can help guide you through 
part or all of this process. Don’t 
do it alone. As always, the staff 
of the Detroit National Service 
Office, as well as your Depart-
ment and Chapter Service Offi-
cers, all stand ready to assist you.

Douglas K. Wells
National Service Director/ 
Detroit

Douglas Wells

Service Director’s Message

Why You Should File a Fully Developed Claim

I would like to thank all of you 
for the confidence in voting for 
me for Senior Vice Commander 
for the Department of Michigan. 
I am looking forward to working 
with the State Commander and 
the other Line Officers in the com-
ing year to make Michigan one of 
the best departments in the nation.

As Senior Vice Commander 
I am also the Chairman of the 

Membership Committee. In the 
past several years we have lost 
an alarming numbers of mem-
bers. Each of us needs to look at 
the younger generation of veter-
ans to make up for those losses. 
Look around at your meetings, 
how many members do you have 
that served from the Persian 
Gulf War to the present in Iraq 
and Afghanistan? Those are the 

veterans that we need to take the 
DAV into the future.

 I am challenging each and every 
member to sign up at least one new 
member this year. Yes I know that 
it will not be easy, I’ve been there, 
stumbling over my words trying 
to recruit someone. You may get 
a few “no’s”; however, you need 
to continue to talk to every veteran 
that you can because someone is 

going to say “yes”. For those of 
you that have recruited many new 
members in the past, challenge 
yourself to a higher goal. If we do 
nothing, our membership will only 
get smaller and smaller until we 
fade away to nothing…then who 
will help veterans and their fami-
lies? If you have any questions or 
suggestions, please do not hesitate 
to contact any of the Line Officers 

or Department with them. Once 
again, let me say “thank you” and 
let us make this the best year that 
we can. 

In memory of Carl Poest, 
“Membership, Membership, 
Membership!”

Jo Linda White
Sr. Vice Commander
Membership Chairman

Membership Chairman’s message
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The following members were 
recognized at this year’s Con-
vention for signing up 3-9 new 
members. Each member was 
presented with a DAV Eagle Pin.
Robert Blevins (93) 
Michelle Kosick (Unit 129)
Jo Linda White (20) 
Albert Brown (75)
Albert Linden (116)
Morris Cole (24)
Robert Robinson (3)
Walter Hayes (1)
Carol Gernand (12) 
Thomas Larrison (3)
Frank Shepherd (7)
Gary Nosis (83)
Terrice Alexander (1) 
Thomas Siemoneit (12)
Douglas Marble (1)

Stephen Tracy (94)
Stacey Plunkett (4)
William Johnson (3)

For signing up 10 or more new 
members, each member was pre-
sented with a DAV cup and DAV 
Eagle Pin.
Thomas Dempster (114)
James Provost (22)
Steven Pruitt (2)

The Top State Membership 
Recruiter who signed up 20 new 
members was presented with a 
DAV Fleece jacket, DAV Baseball 
Hat, DAV Cup and DAV Eagle Pin.
James Goers (114)

The Top Department Service 

Officer Recruiter was presented 
with a plaque.
Corey Davis with 27 New Members

The Top National Service 
Officer Recruiter was presented 
with a DAV Sweatshirt.
Kwan Tillman with 104 new 
members

Convention District 
Membership Awards
District 1 – Dundee/Monroe 

County Chapter 42
District 2 – A. Reed J. Daprato 

Chapter 125
District 3 – Buck Crosby Chapter 6
District 4 – Big Rapids Chapter 18
District 5 – Midland County 

Chapter 94
District 6 – Munising Chapter 69

Convention Harcourt – Aust – 
Friske Awards

Harcourt Trophy – 500 + members
Keane – Rankin Metropolitan 
Chapter 1

Aust Trophy – 150-499 members
Karl H. Brown Chapter 102

Friske Trophy – 10-149
Ogemaw Hills Chapter 73

James R. Friesma Public Rela-
tions Award was presented to 
Delta Chapter 24.

Chapter Americanism Award 
was presented to Karl H. Brown 
Chapter 102.

Child Welfare Award was pre-
sented to Calhoun County 
Chapter 7.

Outstanding Chapter of the 
Year was presented to Holland 
Chapter 14

Say No to Drugs Poster Con-
test Winners

1st and 2nd Grade Winner: 
Abida Sultana of Dickinson 
East Elementary. Sponsored by 
Chapter 83.

3rd and 4th Grade Winner: Prajna 
Panta of Dickinson East Elemen-
tary. Sponsored By Chapter 83.

5th and 6th Grade Winner: 
Filloreta Kllokoqi of Dickinson 
East Elementary. Sponsored By 
Chapter 83.

7th and 8th Grade Winner: 
Brendan Holbird of Patrick 
Henry Middle School. Spon-
sored By Chapter 102.

Americanism Essay Contest 
Winners

1st Place Winner Andrew J. 
Mocini of Douglas Elementary. 
Submitted by Chapter 14, Amer-
icanism Chairman Carl Poest.

2nd Place Winner Emily Nye 
of Douglas Elementary. Submit-
ted by Chapter 14, Americanism 
Chairman Carl Poest.

3rd Place Winner Anna Jensen 
of Woodcrest Elementary. Sub-
mitted by Chapter 94, American-
ism Chairman Rodney Lattimer.

4th Place Winner Evan Metiva 
of Woodcrest Elementary. Sub-
mitted by Chapter 94, American-
ism Chairman Rodney Lattimer.

Convention Membership Incentive Awards
Photos courtesy of Steve Pruitt and George Coward.

Top State Recruiter is presented to Chapter 114 member James 
Goers by Commander Bob Blevins. 

Harcourt Trophy Winner Chapter 1, Commander Bob Blevins, 
Terrice Alexander, Les Schneider.

Aust Trophy Winner Chapter 102, Commander Bob Blevins, Dave 
Thomas, Les Schneider.

Friske Trophy Winner Chapter 73, Commander Bob Blevins, Perry 
Shields, Les Schneider.

Membership awards for 3-9 new members. Pictured, L-R: 
Commander Bob Blevins, Jo Linda White, Albert Brown, Albert 
Linden, Robert Robinson, Carol Gernand, Thomas Larrison, 
Frank Shepherd, Gary Nosis, Terrice Alexander, Stephen Tracey, 
William Johnson. Not pictured: Michelle Kosick, Stacey Plunket, 
Douglas Marble, Walter Hayes, Thomas Siemoneit.

Membership Awards for 10+ members. Thomas Dempster, James 
Provost, Stephen Pruitt, presented by Commander Bob Blevins and 
Les Schneider.

Top DSO recruiter – Commander Bob Blevins presented to Corey 
Davis, Les Schneider.

Top NSO recruiter – Commander Bob Blevins presented to Kwan 
Tillman, Les Schneider.

James R. Friesma Public Relations award presented by Richard 
Straub to Chapter 24 member Morris Cole.
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Convention Membership Incentive Awards
Photos courtesy of Steve Pruitt and George Coward.

District 2 Membership Award winner Chapter 125, Commander  
Bob Blevins and Les Schneider presented to Phil Sedlock.

District 3 Membership Award winner Chapter 6, Commander Bob 
Blevins and Les Schneider presented to Commander Robert Barton.

District 4 Membership Award winner Chapter 18, Commander Bob 
Blevins and Les Schneider presented to Ben Benzing.

District 5 Membership Award winner Chapter 94, Commander Bob 
Blevins and Les Schneider presented to Rodney Lattimer.

District 6 Membership Award winner Chapter 93, Commander Bob 
Blevins and Les Schneider presented to Billie Cardona.

District 1 Membership Award Winner Chapter 42– Commander 
Bob Blevins and Les Schneider presented to Thomas Dempster who 
accepted award for chapter.

Chapter Americanism award presented by Morris Cole to Chapter 
102 member Beth Gonzales.

Child Welfare Award presented to Chapter 7.

POW/MIA 
Report

I will start out this article 
by saying I thought more than 
three (3) members would be 
interested in this issue. That is 
how many of you raised your 
hand at the State Conven-
tion during my report when I 
asked how many had read the 
articles that I do for the news-
paper last year. I never was a 
POW/MIA; however. I have 
known a few comrades that 
were and after interviewing 
some of them, and after hear-
ing what they had told me of 
their capture, it made me sick 
to my stomach.

One of the former POW/MIA 
that I spoke to is a member of 
Chapter 3. When this mem-
ber was captured, they made 
him cook for the prisoners, 
and forced him to feed them 
garbage that had accumulated 
and was covered in maggots, 
when he refused to serve the 
garbage, he was struck in the 
head with the butt of a rifle, 
there were many more stories 
the member told me about the 
mistreatment of Americans, 
he had spent 29 months being 
held captive. I am sure that if 
there are still some POW/MIA 
alive, they are still receiving 
the same treatment.

The Government needs to be 
reminded constantly about the 
plight of all POW/MIA still 
being held captive. Now, as of 
this date there are 7,500 still 
missing from Korea and 1,500 
from Vietnam, plus the thou-
sands from WWII.

I urge all of you to contact 
your Congressmen in Wash-
ington, D.C. and stay on this 
issue.

The National League of 
POW/MIA Families does have 
bracelets made from stainless 
steel and flags available for 
purchase.

You can call them at 614-451-
2405, or visit their website at 
www.pow-miafamilies.org to 
place an order.

Thank You,
Harvey Slotman, PDC

Currently we are work-
ing with the Detroit Pistons 
on a group event to draw in 
new members and keeping 
our current members actively 
involved. Ideally we would 
like to see at least 30-40 
people attend this game and 
bring family members, along 
with any new members they 
can sign up before the game 
takes place. Any current mem-
ber who signs a new mem-
ber will have the opportunity 
for the new member to attend 
the game free of charge. If a 
current member signs a new 
member and any additional 
auxiliary members they can 
attend the game as well.

The date of the game is yet to 
be determined as we are waiting 
for the season schedule to be 
released. We will only attend a 
game against a quality opponent 
that you may have seen in the 
playoffs or finals.

Seats will be behind the 
Pistons bench or the visitor’s 
bench, (Primo Seats). There will 
be a pregame dinner with club 
access. Pregame VIP experience: 
Players meet and greet, watch 
the players warm up courtside, 
and group photos on the Pistons 
center court. There will be a pre-
game Public Service Announce-
ment and a DAV success story 
that will be shared during the 
PSA. The first twenty (20) 

veteran children 12 and under 
will be a part of Pistons high-
five tunnel. We will also have 
scoreboard recognition during 
our game. One donated Pistons 
autographed item will be given 
to one lucky veteran. And there 
will be one post game photo on 
the court with our DAV banner.

Most of all, the Department of 
Michigan DAV needs to know 
how many people are inter-
ested in recruiting new mem-
bers and having a memorable 
family experience at the Palace 
of Auburn Hills, watching the 
Detroit Pistons take on some of 
the top teams in all of Profes-
sional Basketball.

Please contact the Depart-

ment of Michigan DAV office 
via e-mail at headquarters@
davmichigan.com with the 
amount of people you intend 
on bringing to this event and be 
sure to update the Dept. office 
regularly with any new members 
who will be attending, as well.

Also, I have been in contact 
with Michigan International 
Speedway, Lone Wolf paintball, 
Skydive Tecumseh, Lansing Lug 
nuts (Minor League Baseball) 
and the West Michigan White-
caps (Minor League Baseball). 
All of these organizations are 
willing to do work with us and 
help promote our Department of 
Michigan DAV and its Chapters. 
Most of all we need member-

ship participation and recruiting 
of new members. All of these 
events mentioned can draw in 
veterans alone and veterans and 
families playing together as one 
large organization.

Please feel free to contact the 
Department office via e-mail 
headquarters@davmichigan.
com and let us know what events 
you think you would like to 
attend how many you will bring 
with you along with any new 
members you have recruited.

GO THE EXTRA MILE, IT’S 
NEVER CROWDED.

Shawn M. Wilson 
State Executive Secretary/
Adjutant

Promotion of Membership and Keeping Our Current Members Active
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Informational Page For Members
CHAPTER LOCATIONS AND MEETING TIMES

Formerly The Bulletin Board
District 1 Chapters
Department Officer: Beth Gonzales / Phone: 313-516-8305
District 1 EC: Thomas Dempster / Phone: 313-671-6517
Keane – Rankin Metropolitan Chapter 1 – 2nd Wed.@ 6:00 p.m. 
DAV Home, 13221 Puritan, Detroit, MI 48227
Genesee County Chapter 3 – 1st Mon. @ 7:00 p.m.
DAV Home, 4270 E. Bristol Rd, Burton, MI 48519
Port Huron Chapter 12 – 2nd Mon. @ 7:00 p.m.
DAV Home, 2115 Military St., Port Huron, MI 48060
Pontiac Chapter 16 – 2nd Wed. @ 7:00 p.m.
VFW/Amvets 101, 791 Mae Ct., Pontiac, MI 48340
South Oakland Chapter 19 – 1st Wed. @ 7:00 p.m.
DAV Hall, 2717 Coolidge Hwy., Berkley, MI  48072
Dundee / Monroe Chapter 42 – 2nd Mon. @ 6:00 p.m.
Dundee Veterans Home, 418 Dunham St., Dundee, MI 48131
Macomb County Chapter 44 – 3RD Mon. @ 7:00 p.m.
VFW Post 4659, 8311 Wilson St. Shelby Twp., MI 48317
CPL. Ian M. Gray Chapter 51 – 2nd Thurs. @ 7:30 p.m.
DAV Hall, 6117 Chase Rd., Dearborn, MI 48126
Casimir - Zabik Chapter 60 –  2nd Tues @ 7:00 p.m.
VFW Post 6756, 25500 Sherwood, Centerline, MI 48015
Col. Hamtramck Chapter 83 – 3rd  Sat. @ 4:30 p.m.
PLAV Post 6, 9545 McDougall, Hamtramck, MI 48212
Karl H. Brown Chapter 102 – 3rd Tues. @ 6:30 p.m.
American Legion # 426, 2423 . Jefferson, Trenton, MI 48183
William C. Ford Chapter 113 –  2nd Wed. @ 6:30 p.m.
VFW 345, 29345 Schoolcraft Rd., Redford, MI 48239
Livonia Chapter 114 – 3rd Mon. @ 7:00 p.m.
30905 Plymouth Rd., Livonia, MI 48150
James V. Pellegrin / Lincoln Park Chapter 116 – 2nd Wed @ 3:00 p.m.
American Legion, 1430 Southfield Rd., Lincoln Park, MI 48146
St. Clair Shores Chapter 119 – 3rd Thurs. @ 5:00 p.m.
VFW Post 1146, 28404 E. Jefferson, St. Clair Shores, MI 48080
Biebuyck – Romano Chapter 127 – 3rd Mon. @ 6:00 p.m.
VFW Post 6756, 25500 Sherwood, Centerline, MI 48015
Robert H. Cox Chapter 129 – 1st Tues. @ 7:00 p.m.
DAV Hall, 47326 Dequindre Rd., Shelby Twp., MI 48318

District 2 Chapters
Department Officer: Jo Linda White / Phone: 517-266-9815
District 2 E.C. James Dempsey / Phone: 734-777-6562
Capital City Chapter 8 – 2nd Mon. @ 7:00 p.m.
40 and 8, 2949 S. Waverly Hwy., Lansing, MI 48917
William Sparks Chapter 10 – 2nd Wed. @ 6:30 p.m.
American Legion Post 29, 3200 Lansing Ave., Jackson, MI 49202
Washtenaw County Chapter 13 – 3rd Tues. @ 7:00 p.m.
VFW Post 423, 3230 S. Wagner Rd., Ann Arbor, MI 48106
Lenawee Chapter 20 – 2nd Wed. @ 6:00 p.m.
DAV Hall, 141 E. Albert Ave., Adrian, MI 49221
Shiawassee County Chapter 63 – 1st Tues. @ 6:00 p.m.
Shiawassee Council on Aging Bldg., 300 N. Washington, Owosso, MI 48867
Clinton County Chapter 64 – 1st Thurs. @ 7:00 p.m.
American Legion Hall, 110 E. Walker St., St. Johns, MI 48879
Hillsdale Chapter 68 – 3rd Tues. @ 7:30 p.m.
First United Methodist Church, 228 E. Main St., North Adams, MI 49262
Jack Johnson Chapter 88 – 2nd Thurs. @ 6:00 p.m.
VFW, 264 W. Fawn River Rd., Sturgis, MI 49091
A .J. Reed J. Departo Chapter 125 – 1st Wed. @ 7:00 p.m.
American Legion Post, 3265 W. Grand River, Howell, MI 48843

District 3 Chapters
Department Officer: Jo Linda White / Phone 517-266-9815
District 3 E.C. Richard Straub / Phone: 734-777-6562
William Alden Smith Jr. Chapter 2 – 1st Thurs @ 7:00 p.m.
DAV Hall, 4809 Eastern Ave. S.E., Kentwood, MI 49508
Buck Crosby Chapter 6 – 4th Wed. @ 6:00 p.m.
VFW Red Arrow Post, 1920 E. Kilgore Rd., Kalamazoo, MI 49002
Calhoun County Chapter 7 – 3rd Tues. @ 7:00 p.m.
Michigan Tile & Carpet Co., 101 E. Columbia Ave., Battle Creek, MI 49015
Wood – Tazelaar Chapter 11 – 2nd Thurs. @ 7:30 p.m.
DAV Hall, 2415 E. Laketon Ave., Muskegon, MI 49443
Holland Chapter 14 – 1st Tues. @ 7:00 p.m.
DAV Hall, 1185 Matt Urban Dr., Holland, MI 49423
Twin Cities Chapter 17 – 1st Thurs. @ 7:00 p.m.
Moose Lodge, 2180 Union St., Benton Harbor, MI 49022

District 4 Chapters
Department Officer:  Commander Les Schneider / Phone: 989-429-4310 
District 4 E.C.: Ron Schrieber / Phone: 989-348-5645
Big Rapids Chapter 18 – 2nd Thurs. @ 6:30 p.m.
DAV Hall, 402 N. Michigan, Big Rapids, MI 49307
Grand Traverse Bay Area Chapter 38 – 3rd Thurs. @ 1:00 p.m.
American Military League Bldg., 2423 Sybrandt, Traverse City, MI 49684
Inland Lake Chapter 39 – 1st Thurs. @ 7:00 p.m.
AMVETS Post 110, 126 West Cass St., Cadillac, MI 49601
Salt City Chapter 43 – 1st Tues. @ 7:30 p.m.
VFW Hall, 1211 28th St., Manistee, MI 49660
Wilson Blackmer – 2nd Tues. @ 7:00 p.m.
DAV Hall, 9480 School St., Lake, MI 48632

District 5 Chapters
Department Officer: Gary Cardona / Phone: 906-477-3302
District 5 E.C.: Rodney Lattimer / Phone: 989-837-1893
Saginaw Chapter 4 – 1st Mon. @ 7:00 p.m.
American Legion # 439, 5190 Weiss St., Saginaw, MI 48603
Thunder Bay Chapter 61 – 2nd Wed. @ 6:00 p.m.
DAV Hall, 102 U.S. 23, North Alpena, MI 49707
Ogemaw Hills Chapter 73 – 3rd Mon. @ 5:00 p.m.
Cummings Town Hall, 251 N. Morrison Rd., West Branch MI 48661
Thumb Memorial Chapter 75 – 2nd Tues. @ 7:00 p.m.
American Legion # 7, 110 W. Frank St., Caro, MI 48723
Midland County Chapter 94 – 1st Thurs. @ 7:00 p.m.
VFW Post 3651, 3013 Bay City Rd., Midland, MI 48642
Standish Chapter 100 – 1st Tues. @ 2:00 p.m.
VFW Post 3724, 3548 N. Huron St., Standish, MI 48658
Haley Brothers Chapter 117 – 2nd Wed. @ 3:00 p.m.
Saginaw VAMC, 1500 Weiss St., Saginaw, MI 48602
Tawas Bay Chapter 130 – 4th Mon. @ 7:00 p.m.
Tawas Community Center, 760 Newman St., East Tawas, MI 48730

District 6 Chapters
Department Officer: Gary Cardona / Phone: 906-477-3302
District E.C. Billie Cardona / Phone: 906-477-3302
Marquette County Chapter 22 – 3rd Mon. @ 7:00 p.m.
DJ Jacobetti Home, 425 Fisher St., Marquette, MI 49855
Cloverland Chapter 23 – 3rd Thurs. @ 7:00 p.m.
DAV Hall, 1227 W. Breen Ave., Kingsford, MI 49802
Delta County Chapter 24 – 1st Mon. @ 7:00 p.m.
VFW Post 2998, 904 Sheridan Road, Escanaba, MI 49829
Menominee County Chapter 25 – 1st Thurs. @ 7:00 p.m.
Senior Center, 905 10th St., Menominee, MI 49858
Manistique Chapter 26 – 4th Thurs. @ 7:00 p.m.
VFW Post 4420, 344 N. Maple Ave., Manistique, MI 49854
O’Connor – Reinhart Chapter 52 – 2nd Thurs. @ 7:00 p.m.
National Guard Armory, 1170 E. Portage, Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783
Northland Chapter 66 – 1st Tues. @ 6:00 p.m.
American Legion Post 5, McLeod Ave., Ironwood, MI 49938
Munising Chapter 69 – 2nd Tues. @ 7:00 p.m.
DAV/ VVA Clubhouse, E8025 Jingle Bell Lane, Christmas, MI 49862
Straits Chapter 93 – 2nd Thurs. @ 6:00 p.m.
4073 Mackinac Trail, St. Ignace, MI 49781
Dr. Percy H. Wilson Chapter 115 – 2nd Tues. @ 6:30 p.m.
VFW, 6507 Wilson Dr., Chassell, MI 49916

Department 
of Michigan 
Service Officers
Ann Arbor VAMC
2215 Fuller Road
Room B157A
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48105
James Dempsey
James Henson
Phone: 734-845-3839

Battle Creek VAMC
5500 Armstrong Road
Building 2, Room 077
Battle Creek, Michigan 49037
Andrew Ferguson
Phone: 269-223-5106

Detroit VAMC
4646 John R, Room A1013
Detroit, Michigan 48201
Phone: 313-576-3508
Toni Moses

Grand Rapids VA Outpatient Clinic
3019 Coit NE, Room 1115
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49505
Phone: 616-365-7576
Corey Davis

Grayling 
Crawford County Building
200 W. Michigan Avenue
Grayling, Michigan 49738
Phone:  989-344-38
Terry Fillmore

Iron Mountain VAMC
325 East H Street
Iron Mountain, Michigan 49801
Phone: 906-779-3194
Joe Marczak

Saginaw VAMC
1500 Weiss Street
Saginaw, Michigan 48602
Phone: 989-497-2500 Ext. 13382
Ron McNally – Transportation 
Chairman and DSO
David Downer

Detroit National Service Officers
Patrick V. McNamara Federal Building
477 Michigan Avenue / Room 1200
Detroit, Michigan 48226
Phone: 313-964-6595 
Fax: 313-964-6576
Director: Douglas K. Wells
Asst. Director: Kwan Tillman
NSO Rick Barenbrugge
NSO Todd Peddle
NSO Albert Hughes
NSO Jason Zielke
NSO Robert McClelland
NSO Nicholas Koulchar

DAV Thrift Store
8050 E. Middlebelt Road
Westland, Michigan 48185
Store Phone: 734-513-6020

DAV Thrift Store
36660 Gratiot Avenue
Clinton Township, Michigan 48038
Store Phone: 586-790-4143

Department is looking ahead to our 2014 Golf Outing next year and we are looking for volunteers to help solicit 
for gifts, corporate donations and to get teams to play at the outing. You can put as little or as much time into it as 
you want, and you are not required to attend the outing. The outing is usually in late August to mid September. We 
need volunteer’s state wide, with the highest concentration in District 1. If you are interested or you know anybody 
that may be interested please fill out the following informational form and mail to Department Headquarters at:  
17779 E. 14 Mile Road, Fraser, MI 48026. We will contact you in early spring. THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

2014 GOLF OUTING VOLUNTEER FORM

Name: _____________________________________________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip: ______________________________________________________________________

Phone No. __________________________________________________________________________

Email: _____________________________________________________________________________

Please note you do not have to be a DAV member to be a golf outing volunteer – so please pass the word!

Department of Michigan 
Thrift Store Locations

DONATION PICK UP LINE: 1-866-520-5328

Golf Outing Volunteers Needed!
FOR 2014 OUTING
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District 1
Thomas Dempster (114)
8101 Bloomsbury Circle
Northville, Michigan 48167
313-671-6517
Tadempster69@gmail.com

District 2
James Dempsey (13)
11717 Island Lake Road
Dexter, Michigan 48130
734-424-0168
Dempsey.jim2@gmail.com

District 3
Richard Straub (2)
15435 Snauble
Cedar Springs, Michigan 49319
616-318-8664
Rich.straub@gmail.com

District 4
Ron Schrieber (39)
513 Jefferson Blvd.
Roscommon, Michigan 48653
989-348-5645
schrieb@charter.net

District 5
Rodney Lattimer (94)
2324 E. Wheeler Street
Midland, Michigan 48342
989-837-1893
lattimerra@hotmail.com

District 6
Billie Cardona (93)
15623 S. Centerline
Rudyard, Michigan 49780
906-478-3302
bncmi@centurytel.net

Auxiliary 
2013-14
Officers

Commander Anna Lockwood
612 Holly Court
Jonesville, Michigan 49250
Phone: 517-849-7709

Sr. Vice Commander Gloria Boozer
144 Bristol
Adrian, Michigan 49221
Phone: 517-265-5685

Jr. Vice Commander Tess Morey
A6161 138th Ave.
Holland, Michigan 49423
Phone: 616-395-4199

Adjutant Linda Walters
4757-1/2 44th St.
Holland, Michigan 49423
Phone: 616-402-5856

Treasurer Carol Gray
3432 Pine Knob St. NW
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49455
Phone: 616-785-3473

Judge Advocate Barbara McComb
414 Jan Marie
Cadillac, Michigan 49601
Phone: 616-399-5398

Disabled American Veterans
Department of Michigan
17779 E. 14 Mile Road
Fraser, Michigan 48026

Phone: 586-415-8610
Fax: 586-415-9201

E-mail: headquarters@
davmichigan.com

Shawn Wilson E-mail: 
shawnwilson@davmichigan.com

Michelle Kosick E-Mail: 
michelle@davmichigan.com

Kelly Trambley E-mail:
Kelly@davmichigan.com

Disabled American Veterans
National Headquarters
P.O. Box 14301
Cincinnati, OH 45250-0301
Phone: 877-426-2838

National Membership 
Phone: 888-236-8313

Disabled American Veterans
Voluntary Services
3725 Alexandria Pike
Cold Spring, Kentucky 41076
Phone: 859-441-7300

DAV Catalog 
Phone: 877-426-2838 ext. 3252 
or www.davstore.org

NEWSPAPER COMMITTEE
Les Schneider – Chairman
Shawn Wilson – Phil Sedlock 
Frank Shepherd – Layton Lamphere
Ron McNally - Bob Blevins

Michelle Kosick and 
Kelly Trambley, Editors 
(586) 415-8610
FAX: (586) 415-9201
michelle@davmichigan.com and 
kelly@davmichigan.com

Copy deadline: The copy deadline 
for each issue is the 1st of the month 
preceding publication. News, items 
and pictures for current publication 
must be mailed to reach Michelle 
Kosick and Kelly Trambley, Editors, 
on or before the 1st of the preceding 
month to: 17779 East 14 Mile Road, 
Fraser, MI 48026, Attn: Editors. 
Glossy black and white or good 
contrast color prints should be 
submitted for best reproduction. 
Photo negatives, Polaroid prints or 
prints of poor quality or color-tone 
cannot be used. Silk finish prints 
reproduce poorly. Photos cannot 
be returned.

Department of Michigan
2013-14 State Officers

Informational Page For Members

State Commander
Les Schneider (63)
8499 East M-71, # 222
Durand, Michigan 49429   
989-429-4310
Lesschneider2003@yahoo.com

Sr. Vice Commander 
Jo Linda White (20)
143 E. Butler St.
Adrian, Michigan 49223
517-266-9815
gijo@aol.com

1st Jr. Vice Commander
Beth Gonzales (102)
18670 Gaylord
Redford, Michigan 48240
313-516-8305
Bjulien59@yahoo.com

2nd Jr. Vice Commander
Gary Cardona (93)
15623 S. Centerline
Rudyard, Michigan 49780
906-478-3302
gacmi@centurytel.net

Executive Secretary / Adjutant / 
State Inspector
Shawn M. Wilson
17779 E. 14 Mile Road
Fraser, Michigan 48026
586-415-8610
shawnwilson@davmichigan.com

Judge Advocate
Billie Cardona (93)
15623 S. Centerline
Rudyard, Michigan 49780
906-478-3302
bncmi@centurytel.net

Treasurer
Tim Bever (4)
4440 Lynndale Drive
Saginaw, Michigan 48603
989-790-2066
tmbever@hotmail.com

Chaplain
Michael Knutson (4)
682 Cheryl Street
Saginaw, Michigan 48609
734-845-3501
Michael.knutson@va.gov

State Administrative Board
Chairman – John Lamphere (39)
220 E. Cass Street
Cadillac, Michigan 49601
231-876-0446
veteran@charter.net

Vice Chairman Kwan Tillman (119)
2765 Kentwood Drive
Shelby Twp., Michigan 48316
313-471-3945

Commander Les Schneider (63)
8499 East M-71, # 222
Durand, Michigan 49429
989-429-4310
lesschneider2003@yahoo.com

PDC Bob Blevins (93)
W14582 US Highway 2
Engadine, Michigan 49827
906-477-0025
thebulldogblevins@yahoo.com

Rebecca Mott (61)
717 Tawas Street
Alpena, Michigan 49707
989-255-908
rebeccamott@charter.net

Dan Mulcahey (66)
N10425 Mount Zion Drive
Ironwood, Michigan 49938
906-364-4610
dsmulcahey@yahoo.com

Jerry Cool (20)
1465 Ogden St.
Jasper, Michigan 49248
517-436-3343
Jerry_cool88@hotmail.com

Steve Pruitt (2)
1983 32nd Street S.E.
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49508
616-308-1194
scraigp@comcast.net

District 
Executive 
Committee 
Members

Department of Michigan 
V.A.V.S Representatives and 

Michigan Veterans Home Chairman
Ann Arbor VAMC
VAVS Representative
Kevin White
143 E. Butler St.
Adrian, Michigan 49221

Battle Creek VAMC
VAVS Representative
Thomas Lightbody
283 Ashton Lake Drive
Battle Creek, Michigan 49015

Detroit VAMC
Harold DeForest
11826 Meteor Drive
Sterling Heights, Michigan 48313

Grand Rapids Veterans Home
Richard Straub
15435 Snauble
Cedar Springs, Michigan 49319

Iron Mountain VAMC
David Karban
W7004 N. 45 Road
Vulcan, Michigan 49892

Marquette Veterans Home
Garry Henshaw
145 Sheryl Street
Marquette, Michigan 49855

Saginaw VAMC
Jean Bolyard
5453 Vanello Drive
Saginaw, Michigan 48638

MSO Michigan Tour 
for October 2013

October 7, 2013 
10:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.  

DAV Standish Chapter 100
VFW Post 3724

3548 North Huron Street, Standish Michigan

October 8, 2013
10:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.

DAV Genesee County Chapter 3
DAV Hall

4270 East Bristol Road, Burton, Michigan

October 9, 2013 
10:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.

Lowes
21000 West Road, Woodhaven, Michigan

October 10, 2013 
10:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Walmart Supercenter

701 Olds Street, Jonesville, Michigan

October 11, 2013 
10:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.

DAV Wastehaw County Chapter 13
VFW Post 423

3230 South Wagner Road, Ann Arbor, Michigan



May/June/July/August 2013 Michigan Disabled Veteran Page 8

VA has awarded nearly 
$300 million in grants to help 
approximately 120,000 home-
less and at-risk Veterans and 
their families.

The program reaches out to 
homeless Veterans and their 
families everywhere in America. 
A sampling from the four cor-
ners of the lower 48:

•	 Preble	 Street	 will	 serve	
approximately 440 partici-
pant households in the state 
of Maine.

•	 Carrfour	Supportive	Housing,	
Inc. will serve approximately 
1,000 participant households 
in the Counties of Miami-
Dade and Broward, Fla.

•	 Vietnam	 Veterans	 of	 San	
Diego will serve approxi-
mately 300 participant 
households in San Diego 

County, Calif.
•	 YWCA	of	Seattle	will	serve	

approximately 120 partici-
pant households in Puget 
Sound in Washington State 
and King County.

The grants have been awarded 
to 319 community agencies 
in all 50 states, the District of 
Columbia, Puerto Rico and the 
Virgin Islands.

With these grants, VA is 
strengthening the partnership 
with community non-profits 
across the country to provide 
Veterans and their families with 
hope, a home and a future.

The federal government’s goal 
is to end Veterans homelessness 
in 2015. 

The VA program is called 
Supportive Services for Veteran 
Families (SSVF) and has already 

helped prevent and end home-
lessness among tens of thou-
sands of homeless Veterans and 
their families.

Under the SSVF program, 
VA is awarding grants to pri-
vate non-profit organizations 
and consumer cooperatives that 
provide services to very low-
income Veteran families living 
in – or transitioning to – perma-
nent housing. The SSVF program 
supports VA’s efforts to prevent 
at-risk Veterans from becoming 
homeless and rapidly re-house 
those who have recently fallen 
into homelessness.
Reaching out to homeless Vet-
erans everywhere.

Thanks to the SSVF grants, 
those community organizations 
will provide a range of services 
that promote housing stability and 

play a key role in connecting Vet-
erans and their family members to 
VA services such as mental health 
care and other benefits. Com-
munity-based groups can offer 
temporary financial assistance on 
behalf of Veterans for rent pay-
ments, utility payments, security 
deposits and moving costs.

This is the third year SSVF 
grants have helped Veterans 
and their families find or remain 
in their homes. Last year, VA 
provided about $100 million 
to assist approximately 50,000 
Veterans and family members.

In 2009, President Barack H. 
Obama and Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs Eric K. Shin-
seki announced the federal 
government’s goal to end Vet-
erans’ homelessness in 2015. 
The grants are intended to help 

accomplish that goal. According 
to the 2012 Point-in-Time Esti-
mates of Homelessness, home-
lessness among Veterans has 
declined 17.2 percent since 2009.

Through the Homeless Vet-
erans Initiative, VA committed 
over $1 billion in fiscal year 
2013 to strengthen programs that 
prevent and end homelessness 
among Veterans. VA provides 
a range of services to homeless 
Veterans, including health care, 
job training and education.

More information about VA’s 
homeless programs is avail-
able at www.va.gov/homeless. 
Details about the Supportive 
Services for Veteran Families 
program are online at www.
va.gov/homeless/ssvf.asp

ARTICLE FROM THE VA NEWS

Kelsey Kohut is excited to be 
a part of the Disabled American 
Veterans team as a community 
outreach coordinator. Kelsey 
is originally from Lake Orion, 
Michigan and has always had a 
passion working with nonprofits. 
She graduated from Michigan 
State University with a Interna-
tional Relations major and Span-
ish minor. After graduating, she 
became an AmeriCorps*VISTA 
(Volunteers in Service to Amer-
ica) in Battle Creek, Michigan 
working with schools to imple-
ment service-learning. She 
hopes this experience will ben-
efit her in fundraising for the 
DAV Thrift Store.

DAV Thrift Store 
New Outreach Coordinator

Aaron Lewber and New out-
reach coordinator Kelsey 
Kohut. Photo courtesy of Steve 
Pruitt and George Coward.

WASHINGTON – In response 
to President Obama’s Execu-
tive Order, the Departments of 
Defense (DoD) and Veterans 
Affairs (VA) highlighted today 
the establishment of two joint 
research consortia, at a com-
bined investment of $107 mil-
lion to research the diagnosis 
and treatment of post-traumatic 
stress disorder (PTSD) and mild 
traumatic brain injury (mTBI) 
over a five-year period.

“VA is proud to join with its 
partners in the federal government 
and the academic community to 
support the President’s vision and 
invest in research that could lead 
to innovative, new treatments for 
TBI and PTSD,” said Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs Eric K. Shin-
seki. “We must do all we can to 
deliver the high-quality care our 
Service members and Veterans 
have earned and deserve.”

The Consortium to Alleviate 
PTSD (CAP), a collaborative 
effort between the University 

of Texas Health Science Cen-
ter – San Antonio, San Antonio 
Military Medical Center, and 
the Boston VA Medical Center 
will attempt to develop the most 
effective diagnostic, prognostic, 
novel treatment, and rehabilita-
tive strategies to treat acute PTSD 
and prevent chronic PTSD.

The Chronic Effects of Neu-
rotrauma Consortium (CENC), a 
collaborative effort between Vir-
ginia Commonwealth University, 
the Uniformed Services Univer-
sity of the Health Sciences, and 
the Richmond VA Medical Center 
will examine the factors which 
influence the chronic effects of 
mTBI and common comorbidities 
in order to improve diagnostic and 
treatment options. A key point will 
be to further the understanding of 
the relationship between mTBI and 
neurodegenerative disease.

Since Sept. 11, 2001, more 
than 2.5 million American service 
members have been deployed to 
Iraq and Afghanistan. Military 

service exposes service members 
to a variety of stressors, includ-
ing risk to life, exposure to death, 
injury, sustained threat of injury, 
and the day-to-day family stress 
inherent in all phases of the mili-
tary life cycle.

To improve prevention, diag-
nosis, and treatment of mental 
health conditions, the President 
released an Executive Order 
directing the Federal agen-
cies to develop a coordinated 
National Research Action Plan. 
The Department of Defense, 
Department of Veterans Affairs, 
the Department of Health and 
Human Services (HHS), and the 
Department of Education (ED) 
came forward with a wide-reach-
ing plan to improve scientific 
understanding, effective treat-
ment, and reduce occurrences 
of Post-Traumatic Stress Disor-
der, Traumatic Brain Injury, co-
occurring conditions and suicide.

ARTICLE FROM THE VA NEWS

Money to Help 120,000 Homeless, 
At-Risk Vets and Families

DoD, VA Establish Two Multi-Institutional Consortia 
to Research PTSD and TBI

Photos courtesy of Steve Pruitt and George Coward.

“We are just weeks away from 
opening our second thrift store 
at 36660 Gratiot Ave, Clinton 
Township. The benefits to the 
new store are too numerous to 
name, but let’s try to name a 
few, anyways. 

The new location in Clinton 
Township will keep the dona-
tions that we are so generously 

receiving at our donation bins 
in and around Clinton Township 
will now be kept and sold locally. 
Meaning our drivers need to 
travel less of a distance, sav-
ing fuel and resources. Also it’s 
expanding the awareness about 
the DAV and most importantly 
means we are growing our oper-
ations and raising more funds.”

Mail to: Disabled American Veterans, Department of Michigan, 17779 E. 14 Mile Road, Fraser, Michigan 48026      1-888-448-2328

LIFE MEMBERSHIP
Life Membership is permanent. Life Membership dues are as follows and may be paid in Interest-Free installments, following a 
minimum $40.00 down payment:

Age 40 and Under – $250 Age 41-60 – $230  Age 61-70 – $180 Age 71-79 – $140  Age 80 and Older – FREE

LAST NAME: ____________________________________________ FIRST NAME: ________________________Middle Initial: _____

SPOUSE’S FIRST NAME: ________________________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________

CITY: ____________________________________________________  STATE: _______________ZIP CODE: ____________________

E-MAIL ADDRESS: ______________________________________________________________________     MALE FEMALE

BIRTH DATE: ____________________________________________ DATE ENLISTED:______________________________________

BRANCH OF SERVICE: __________________________ RANK _______________DATE DISCHARGED:______________________

Campaign/Expedition Medals Awarded: ______________________________________________________________________________

I have a service-connected disability rated at: _________ % (0-100%)   

Did you receive a Purple Heart?    YES      Disability Discharge?     YES        Ex. POW?    YES         Military Retired?    YES

Chapter Number and Location requested (if known) _____________________________________________________________________

Sponsors Name and Membership Code: _______________________________________________________________________________

o MY CHECK IS ENCLOSED FOR $ ________________o CHARGE MY CREDIT CARD IN THE AMOUNT OF ________________

o MASTERCARD o VISA o AMERICAN EXPRESS  o DISCOVER CARD

CARD NUMBER: __________________________________ EXPIRATION DATE:  _________________________________________

TELEPHONE: ____________________________________ VA CLAIM NUMBER: __________________________________________

SIGANTURE: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Membership Application
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Submitted by Holland Chapter 14

America is a beautiful coun-
try today. We owe that to many 
people that first came here and 
fought for the rights and way we 
live today. Our American Sol-
diers believed in America and 
were willing to die in order to 
protect it. America the Beautiful 
is a song that tells a story of how 
and what America stands for. I 
did not understand how lucky I 
am to be able to live here until 
doing this paper. I also did not 
know how hard other people 
have fought for the freedom we 
have in America. The soldiers 
that have fought for this country 
are the real heroes. They keep us 
safe and they are one of the main 
reasons we should be thankful 
we still live in a beautiful place 
and have freedom.

America, the Beautiful is a 
song that was written in 1893 by 
Katherine Lee Bates. She took 
a trip to the peak of Pikes Peak 
(in Colorado). After her trip, 
Katherine told friends that coun-
tries such as England had failed 
because while they may have 
been great, they had not been 
good and that unless we were 
willing to “crown our greatness 
with goodness” and our bounty 
with brotherhood, our beloved 
America may go the same way.

O beautiful, for spacious skies,
For amber waves of grain,
For purple mountain majesties,
Above the fruited plain!
America! America! God shed 

His grace on thee,
And crown thy good with 

brotherhood
From sea to shining sea!

O beautiful for pilgrim feet,
Whose stern, impassion’d stress
A thoroughfare for freedom beat
Across the wilderness!

America! America! God mend 
thine ev’ry flaw,

Confirm thy soul in self-control, 
Thy liberty in law!

O beautiful for heroes proved
In liberating strife,
Who more than self their country 

loved,
And mercy more than life!
America! America! May God thy 

gold refine
Till all success be nobleness, 
And ev’ry gain divine!

O beautiful for patriot dream
That sees beyond the years
Thine alabaster cities gleam,
Undimmed by human tears!
America! America! God shed 

His grace on thee,
And crown thy good with 

brotherhood
From sea to shining sea!

What makes America beauti-
ful to me is that I have Freedom. 
Many other places are not the 
same as in America. People in 
other parts of the world do not 
have the same freedoms. They 
are forced to work for little 
money, can’t get an education, 
live in poverty, or are forced 
to live with a powerful leader 
that makes the rules for every-
one. I know that my freedom is 
because of the Soldiers that have 
fought for America and all the 
people who were willing to fight 
to protect America. A long time 
ago people that lived here say 
how beautiful of a place it was. 
They realized it was a place to 
live that was full of opportuni-
ties. They fought for their rights, 
built things with their hands and 
without the tools that we use 
today. They worked hard to put 
up buildings and homes. They 
built roads for people to travel on 
and they did all of this because 
they believed in America, and 

wanted to make a better life.
At first I did not understand 

the words in the song so I looked 
them up. One of the parts of the 
song says:

O beautiful, for spacious skies
For amber waves of grain, 
For purple mountain majesties
Above the fruited plain!
I think this means that back 

then, America did not have all of 
the things we have today. There 
are hardly any places today that 
are not filled with buildings. Back 
then I imagine it was very beauti-
ful to look at the fields full of grain 
and other things because they had 
room to grow. It is hard to think 
about America being filled with 
only trees, grass, wild growing 
things, animals, and without any 
roads or cars in sight. There would 
not have been any streetlights or 
sidewalks either. What I think the 
people that first came here set out 
to do was fight for freedom. Today 
we have a government, police 
officers, soldiers, firefighters, and 
many Americans that still fight for 
freedom and making sure things 
are fair. Back then it would have 
been a lot harder to fight for these 
things. People did not have the 
same rights because nothing had 
been set up.

The Constitution was put into 
place and allowed people living 
in America to live freely. It says 
that all people will be treated 
equally. This means that it does 
not matter what color you are, 
where you live, or if you are a 
man or woman. It means that 
everyone is equal and allowed 
the same opportunities. This is 
how America has set up freedom 
for all who live here.

Another part of the song says:
O beautiful for pilgrim feet
Whose stern impassion’d stress
A thoroughfare for freedom beat
Across the wilderness!
The Pilgrims and other set-

tlers put hard work into making 
America so beautiful. They could 
only use what they found and 
could make out of the land, and 
they worked very hard to make it 
a livable place. The Pilgrims and 
other settlers had to work under 
very stressful and hard condi-
tions. They did not have homes, 
stores, tools or food like we do 
today. They had to hunt for what 
they ate. They had to work in the 
freezing winters, hot summers 
and rain. All of their tools were 
made from things they found and 
built so they could build bigger 
and better things. They set up col-
onies in the names of their coun-
tries and they built churches.

The Revolutionary War is how 
and when the people of America 
fought to win independence from 
Great Britain. Victory was when 
they won and it became known 
as the United States of America. 
The people wrote the Declara-
tion of Independence that said 
the people’s right to life, liberty 
and the pursuit of happiness. The 
Revolution ended with victory 
in the Revolutionary War; how-
ever the Revolution began long 
before when the settlers came to 
America and wanted to govern 
themselves and have a direct say 
in the way that things were run. 
This is how America became 
independent and got its own 
freedom. Many soldiers died to 
make that happen. I can’t imag-
ine how much different things 
would be today if this war had 
never happened. The soldiers and 
all of the leaders and people that 
fought for America are heroes to 
me. Soldiers died for us and our 
Freedom. They thought about 
the future and what they wanted 
for other people. They loved 
America that much.

The motto for America is In 
God We Trust. Katherine Bates 
wrote her song about brother-

hood. She knew that the people 
had to look out for one another 
and work together or it would 
not be any different than any 
other country. She said other 
places were great but not good. 
I guess she meant that they were 
nice but the people did not work 
together or care about each 
other. When the Pilgrims and 
other settlers came, they built 
churches and even made friends 
with the Indians and taught 
them about God. They worked 
together and believed in God 
and churches. During this time 
people put trust in God, and 
America was built on God being 
important. The people trusted 
him. Church was important to 
them and in April 1864 an act 
was passed and it was written on 
the two-cent piece, later it was 
put on other coins.

What makes America beau-
tiful to me is the people that 
worked so hard to make it what 
it is today. If there would not 
have been brave people, Amer-
ica might not have ever gotten 
away from Great Britain. So 
many people worked very hard 
to make it so that people could 
live here. They also worked hard 
to make a Government and put 
up churches and teach people 
about God. What I think is the 
most important, is that soldiers 
fought so hard for people to have 
rights and freedoms here. Many 
soldiers were hurt so bad and a 
lot of others died for all of us. 
It is sad that people had to do 
this. I am thankful that they did. 
I would never want to live any-
where else. I know that in Amer-
ica my dreams can really come 
true. I just have to put in the 
work. There are no other places 
like America. I am happy I am 
here and that soldiers were brave 
enough to face Great Britain all 
for America to be free.

Americanism Essay Contest Winner

Andrew J. Mocini of Douglas Elementary – Teacher: Mrs. Lokker

Transportation Network
Driver Information Form

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS: _______________________________________________________________________

CITY, State, Zip: __________________________________________________________________

Phone Number: ____________________________________________________________________

Email Address: ____________________________________________________________________

Nearest Medical Center: _____________________________________________________________

q I am a DAV Member 
q I am a DAV Auxiliary Member 
q Non-Member interested in volunteering 

Please mail application to:
DAV Department of Michigan 
17779 E. 14 Mile Road
Fraser, MI 48026

The DAV Van Transportation Network
Volunteer Drivers Needed!

The DAV Van Transporta-
tion Network has been around 
for many, many years and we are 
in need of more volunteer driv-
ers to keep this program operating 
at an optimal level. Drivers are 
needed in all counties throughout 
Michigan. This is a volunteer pro-
gram and the number of drivers 
at any one time varies based on 
each volunteer’s availability when 
they are called upon.  Recruitment 
for drivers is an ongoing, endless 
process. The application process 
can take up to 3 months before 
you are approved and cleared to 
drive, so please if this is something 
you are thinking about doing then 
getting started sooner rather than 
later, would be beneficial to the 
Transportation Network.  You do 
not have to be a DAV or Auxiliary 
member to be a volunteer driver for 
our Van Transportation Network.

This program is designed to 
give veterans without transpor-

tation a ride to and from their 
pre-scheduled VA medical center 
appointments at no charge to the 
veteran. However, the rides are 
not guaranteed.  The transpor-
tation network will only work 
when they have a volunteer avail-
able to transfer the veteran and 
that the area the veteran resides 
in is currently being served. This 
program was not designed to pick 
up veterans at their homes; there-
fore pre-determined pick up and 
drop off points have been estab-
lished throughout the state.  

If you are interested in becom-
ing a VOLUNTEER DRIVER 
please fill out the following driver 
information form and forward to 
DAV Department Headquarters  
17779 E. 14 Mile Road,  Fraser, 
MI  48026 and we will forward 
your information to the  nearest 
VAMC in your area, who will 
then contact you to complete the 
application process.
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Entries for this column must be submitted to Department 
headquarters, in writing, no later than 45 days after the 
member’s death. Send notice to: DAV, Attn: TAPS, 17779 East 
Fourteen Mile Road, Fraser, MI 48026. You may also send 
entries via e-mail to: michelle@davmichigan.com

TAPS

Chaplain’s Message
by Michael Knutson, LTC US Army (Ret.) State Chaplain

Part of our civilized human-
ity is that we do not want to see 
what we are looking at. Some 
of us look at tragedy and loss 
and protracted pain as tempo-
rary, as what requires patience 
and sometimes even endurance. 
We say that in the end all will 
be well. We are deemed naive. 
Some of us see all the negative 
drama in our lives to believe 
destruction and destitution and 
betrayal are bottom line equal-
ity. We do not like what we see, 
so it seems we must accept it for 
some as yet unrevealed reason.

In our corner of human his-
tory, we see grim and heavy 
drama as inevitable. Children 
are always in danger, families 
have issues and communities are 
troubled by too many social and 
economic issues. We grit our 
teeth, mulch our musculature, 
harden our hearts and freeze too 
much of our thinking. We settle 
into a sensation of surrender, 
and even develop a genre of 
humor about our acceptance of 
inevitable discomfort and dys-
functional dreaming. It is the 
way it is supposed to be.

But pain is a signal that the 
machinery is faulty, a break-
down is on the way and mending 
is needed. It is like an instrument 
panel warning light. Stopping 

and fixing might avoid a trag-
edy. War is a testimony to our 
stubborn neglect of neighbor-
hood need. We fix war by mak-
ing war, and fence in the pasture 
of peace by securing political 
and geographical borders with 
intimidation and violence. But 
fences and borders are an invita-
tion to breach and break. The 
wars to end all wars are fought 
again and again without prom-
ised ends. And the consequences 
seem to be hopelessness. 

When we see that something 
is wrong, the true steps are 
clear: stop, find the trouble, 
work out a solution, put things 
right and reconcile with those 
on whom we depend for life 
itself. 

As the DAV Department of 
Michigan, we need work out 
solutions to our issues, make 
things right with each other and, 
most of all, come together as 
united family to reach out to our 
brothers and sisters that need us.

God is good. Go in peace to 
serve God, go in peace to serve 
our nation, and go in peace to 
serve our fellow veterans.

God loves you and so do I.

Michael Knutson
LTC, US Army (Ret.)
State Chaplain

Real Optimism

Name ........................Chapter
Nile P. Hanes ..................... 11
Joseph Lehan ..................... 11
Vernon Parker .................... 11
Gilbert J. Pearcy ................ 11
Gordon E. Russell ............. 11
Francis Daly ...................... 13
Raymond J. Drake ............. 13
Moses E. Owen ................. 13
Stanley O. Green ............... 17
Charles J. Miller ................ 17
Thomas P. Scholz .............. 17
Robert Yeske ...................... 17
Lou Kingston .................... 19
PDC Russell Spalding ....... 20
William A. Benchley ......... 25

Name ........................Chapter
Reino Leonard Lampinen . 25
Clyede O. Chartier ............ 26
John G. Parker ................... 33
Ralph Wesolowski ............. 33
Frank Grosso ..................... 44
Garrett Stevenson .............. 69
Leo Virta ........................... 69
Gary Martell ...................... 69
Gary Grubbe ..................... 75
Roman Kmieak ................. 83
Richard Bayne ................. 102
James Woods ................... 102
David C. Wisniewski ....... 116
Richard DeBolt ............... 125
David R. Holmes ............. 130

Macomb County Chapter 44
During a December Chapter 

meeting at Chapter 44, mem-
ber Paul Klosterman suggested 
that Chapter 44 help out a DAV 
Chapter that had been devastated 
by Hurricane Sandy.

Chapter Commander Larry 
Pretzer and the membership 
unanimously decided to help out 
Staten Island Chapter 34, whose 
members were in need of assis-
tance. Chapter 44 mailed a check 
to Staten Island Chapter 34 for 
$500.00 to help out any mem-
bers or Veterans in the Staten 
Island area.

The Staten Island Chapter 34 
Commander Joseph Di Giovanni 
and members of Staten Island 
Chapter 34 were very touched 
and appreciative for the help 
from the Michigan Chapter.

Macomb County Chapter 44 
has also been working with local 
restaurant The Country Inn. The 
restaurant has allowed the Chap-
ter to have donation cans at the 

registers and money is collected 
monthly by the Chapter Com-
mander and funds are used to 
help Veterans and their families 
in Macomb County. 

A Reed J. Daprato Chapter 125
Livingston County 2103 

Veteran of the Year was pre-
sented to Chapter 125 member 
Phil Sedlock. Phil is a Navy 
Veteran who served for four 
(4) years in Vietnam working 
as a storekeeper aboard the 
USS Mars and was also a part 
of naval support activity at the 
Da Nang port. 

While aboard the USS Mars he 
suffered a permanent back injury 
and now has steel rods extend-
ing through much of his spine. 
Since joining Chapter 125, Phil 
has become the Adjutant, taking 
minutes and has also started the 
Vet Chat program, which con-
nects volunteers with Veterans in 
assisted living facilities.

Congratulations, Phil.

Buck Crosby Chapter 6

The EEO/Diversity Advisory 
Committee held its Diversity Day 
on July 25, 2013 from 10:00 
a.m.-2:00 p.m. at the Battle 
Creek Veteran Administration 
Hospital. Chapter 6 supported 
the event with Commander Rob-
ert Barton and Randy Wolcotts 
(pictured). Timothy Rankin and 
Andrew Ferguson also attended 
the event. Photo courtesy of 
Steve Pruitt and George Coward.

Chapter Corner

The Michigan Veterans Affairs 
Agency (MVAA) was created 
earlier this year by Governor 
Rick Snyder by Executive Order 
2013-2 and began operating on 
March 20, 2013, the 10th anniver-
sary of Operation Iraqi Freedom. 
The MVAA serves as a central-
ized, coordinating unit for state 
government that will provide a 
‘no wrong door’ access to veter-
ans’ services and benefits. The 
goal of the agency is to modern-
ize the delivery of services to 
veterans, identify efficiencies and 
remove redundancies in coordina-
tion with all other departments 
and agencies that currently are 
responsible for programs related 
to services for veterans.

Rapidly approaching an Octo-
ber 1, 2013 date for full implemen-
tation, the agency has been adding 
staff, reaching out to stakeholders 
and developing a “one-stop” web 
portal full of information veterans 
routinely seek, including informa-

tion on employment, healthcare, 
education, the two state veterans 
homes and various links to pro-
grams and services that improve 
quality of life for Michigan veter-
ans. The agency has also recently 
completed a series of strategic 
planning sessions which included 
representatives of state govern-
ment and some veteran’s service 
organizations. Doug Wells rep-
resented the DAV and provided 
valuable input that will help shape 
the direction of the Michigan Vet-
erans Affairs Agency programs 
and relationships over the next 
five years.

Anticipating the need for 
more staff, and to allow for 
training space and hoteling 
space for VSOs who may be 
visiting Lansing, the agency 
moved from shared space out-
side the National Guard Joint 
Forces Headquarters into larger 
and more centralized facilities 
in downtown Lansing. As of 

May 1st, the agency’s moved 
onto the 5th floor of the Phoe-
nix Building, located at 222 N. 
Washington Square in Lansing. 
From an initial staff of 10, the 
MVAA will grow four-fold by 
the fall implementation date.

The Michigan Veterans Affairs 
Agency is led by Director Jeff 
Barnes, a decorated veteran who 
served nearly 10 years as an 
Armored Calvary Officer in the 
United State Army, including 
tours in Korea and the Balkans 
and two tours in Iraq. While in 
Iraq, he commanded B Troop, 
3rd Squadron, 7th United States 
Cavalry, conducting operations 
in Baghdad, Balad, and Fallujah. 
Chosen for a second command in 
2005, Barnes led over 300 sol-
diers of HHT, 3rd Squadron,7th 
United States Cavalry in Bagh-
dad. For more information, or to 
contact the Michigan Veterans 
Affairs Agency, please call 517-
284-5298. 

Michigan Veterans Affairs Agency Update

I want to remind everyone that 
women are veterans, too. Nearly 
15% of today’s active duty mili-
tary and 18% of the Guard and 
Reserve are women. Women are 
one of the fastest growing groups 
within the Veterans population. I 
have met some amazing women 
in DAV and am encouraged by 
the increasing numbers that are 
participating in activities. That 
being said, we still need to con-
tinue to reach out to our female 
comrades and persuade them 
to get active in our chapters. 

What each chapter should do 
is contact every member that 
are not attending meetings and 
encourage them to attend. Find 
out why they aren’t attending 
and if there is a problem; try 
to solve that problem, if pos-
sible. Be a mentor to someone, 
encouraging them and getting 
him or her involved.

Jo Linda White
Sr. Vice Commander
Chairman Women Veterans 
Committee

Women Veterans Committee

Washington – The Department 
of Veterans Affairs is rolling our 
cash incentives potentially worth 
tens of thousands of dollars to 
persuade Veterans to use their 
new Fully Developed Claims 
process, in an effort to fight the 
claims backlog.

Starting the week of August 
5, 2013, any Veteran who sub-
mits a new disability claim 
through the FDC process will 
be eligible for a year’s worth of 
retroactive benefits, once their 
case is completed.

Typically, the clock on Vet-
erans benefits starts the day a 
claim is filed. Once raters have 
reviewed and approved the claim 
– a process that has taken a year 
or more for many Veterans in 
recent years – they receive a 
check covering their payouts 
starting from the filing day.

But, last year, Congress 
approved new legislation allow-
ing VA official to award one-year 
retroactive benefits from the fil-
ing date, as an incentive for Vet-
erans to use the FDC process.

Fully Developed Claims, 
touted by department officials 
as “the fastest way for Veterans 
to receive a decision,” required 
Veterans to provide all relevant 
documentation, such as medical 
records and personnel records, 
before handing their case to the 
VA for review.

They are usually done with 
the help of a Veterans service 
organization. VA officials say 
compiling those documents is 
the lengthiest part of the rating 
process, and that FDC’s average 
well below the department’s goal 
of 125 days to finish cases.

The Department has taken 

harsh criticism throughout 2013 
for its disability claims back-
log. As of last week, more than 
500,000 cases were pending for 
over four months.

That’s down more than 
100,000 cases since March, but 
still more than double what the 
backlogged case load was three 
years ago.

The new FDC incentive only 
applies to first-time claims from 
Veterans, and not any supple-
mental cases or appeals. VA 
officials said the initiative will 
be available for any FDC’s filed 
starting August 6, 2013 and last-
ing through August 6, 2015.

For more information on FDC, 
visit www.ebenefits.va.gov

This article was taken from the 
August 2, 2013 Stars and Stripes, 
written by Leo Shane III

VA Offering Retro Benefits to Encourage 
Use of ‘developed claims’
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Hello everyone,
Now that all of our new offi-

cers have taken over, I wish 
everyone a very good year. As 
Auxiliary State Commander, I 
wish you all the best this year 
and remember if I can be of any 
help, just call me.

My theme for this year is 
Take the Extra Step. Please do 
so if a veteran or one of his fam-
ily members is in need, or needs 

help to get to a doctor or hospital 
or just to shop as some veterans 
cannot drive anymore.

Take the Extra Step to talk 
to a person. Find out if they 
would like to join, ask them 
to your next meeting. Maybe 
have a light lunch and ask 
them for any ideas they may 
have. Ask them if they would 
maybe think about being an 
officer some day as some of 
the older ones would like to 
step down, but still help the 
Auxiliary and Chapters. It 
would be nice to get some new 
members to help out.

Please don’t forget about our 
Juniors, as some day they can 
help to keep the Auxiliary going. 
At the end of the year give them 
some kind of gift or a gift cer-
tificate or have a pizza party. Let 
them know that you appreciate 
all of their help.

Get your Chapter and Aux-
iliary together and get to know 
the new and old members. I’ll 
bet that there are members that 
have not come for a long time 
and that if you Take the Extra 
Step to try and see them again 
that they may start coming and 
help again.

I hope as your Auxiliary State 
Commander that I can get to 
your unit meeting soon. Please 
keep in touch with me and let 
me know if I can help you in 
any way. I hope you all have a 
good summer and I hope to see 
you at the National Convention 
in Florida or the National Fall 
Convention in Cincinnati, Ohio.

Have a good summer and I 
hope to see you soon.

God Bless you all,
Anna Lockwood
Auxiliary State Commander

Anna Lockwood

Auxiliary Commander’s Message

Did summer just zip by or 
is it just me? For those of you 
who were not at State Conven-
tion, Carol Grey has decided to 
retire from the State Adjutant 
position after 19 years. Thank 
you Carol for all your years 
of dedication and hard work. 
I was appointed as your new 
State Adjutant. I have been 
very busy learning as much as 
I can about this position, but I 
am going to need your help. If 
you need to send anything to 

the State Adjutant, my address 
is: 4757-1/2 44th Street, Hol-
land, MI 49423. Carol Grey 
is still the State Treasurer, so 
continue to send anything for 
the Treasurer to Carol; this will 
save needless time and money 
in postage and travel. 

Secondly, please send in 
things in a timely manner so 
that I can finish my duties before 
their deadlines. Items such as 
officer reports and financial 
reports must be filled out each 

year whether your officers keep 
the same positions or not. If you 
do not understand something, 
please call the State Commander 
Anna Lockwood or one of the 
line officers, or just call me at 
616-402-5856. If we do not have 
the answer, we will find someone 
who does. 

Lastly, please be patient 
with me as even with Carol’s 
help, it will take me some time 
to learn this position. Have a 
good fall season.

Auxiliary Adjutant Notes
By Linda Walters, State Adjutant

Commander Bob Blevins pres-
ents plaque to Carol Grey for 
her many years of service as the 
Auxiliary Adjutant.

HILLSDALE – As a member 
of the Disabled American Veter-
ans Auxiliary, Anna Lockwood 
was content just doing her part to 
help Veterans and their families 
in Hillsdale County.

As the 17-year Commander 
of the Hillsdale Auxiliary, Lock-
wood of Jonesville has been a 
part of Veterans’ lives in the area 
for almost 30 years. So it was a 
surprise a few years ago when 
friends of hers said she should 
get involved in helping Veterans 
on the state level.

Hesitant at first, Anna eventu-
ally threw her name in the hat 
and in the month of June she 
became State Commander of the 
DAVA, the first Hillsdale County 
woman to hold this title.

“I’m pretty proud of that,” 
Lockwood stated. “The Com-
mander is the head of all the 
Auxiliaries in the state of Michi-
gan; there is a lot of traveling 
and if there are any Auxiliaries 
in trouble, they call upon her to 
go and see what she can do to 
help them.”

Anna got involved with the 
DAVA in 1986 after her husband, 
Frank, was discharged from the 
service for medical reasons. “We 
joined because he needed help 

and they were really good to us. 
My husband was a DAV Chap-
ter Commander for three years 
before he passed away.”

Following in his footsteps, 
Anna eventually fulfilled Frank’s 
desires when she became a 
Commander herself. Although 
she is happy she ran for office 
now, at the time she had never 
given thought to it. “A few years 
ago some friends of mine said, 
“Anna, why don’t you run? No 
one has the track record you 
have.” Lockwood said.

The DAVA has close to 
250,000 members across the 
country and is an important part 
in the lives of many Veterans. 
Lockwood said the experience of 
helping Veterans is very reward-
ing. Anna has also been invited 
by State Senator Bruce Caswell 
and State Representative Ken 
Kurtz to meet Gov. Rick Snyder.

Lockwood said she 
would’ve never made it this 
far with the DAVA if it wasn’t 
for the support and encour-
agement of her friends.

“When you are the State Com-
mander, that is something that a 
lot of people run for and never 
make. They talked me into run-
ning and I am glad I did.”

Hillsdale Woman 
Named State Commander

The following article appeared in the Hillsdale Daily News, 
written by Matt Durr.

The Commander Bob Blevins 
presented then Auxiliary Com-
mander Loraine Connelly with a 
plaque for all her hard work for 
Veterans at this past Convention.

Pictured, L-R: Linda Walters, Carol Grey, Loraine Connelly, Anna 
Lockwood, Barbara McComb and Sandi Mudget.

Thanks to the members in 
having confidence in me to be 
their State Senior Vice Com-
mander. I will do my utmost to 
fulfill the position.

Now is the time for units to 
set their goals for this mem-
bership year. The Mae Holmes 
Report is a summary of the 
unit’s activities in Americanism, 
Membership, Legislation, Junior 

Activities, Non-Hospital, VAVS 
and Community Service. Also 
included in this report is any 
special project the Unit did in 
some of their programs.

For the Mae Holmes Report to 
be judged the unit quota must be 
met by April 1st. However, it is 
an excellent history record of the 
unit’s activities for that member-
ship year.

Mae Holmes
By Gloria Boozer, Auxiliary Sr. Vice Commander/ 

Mae Holmes Chairman
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National and Department Service Officers. Photo courtesy of Steve 
Pruitt and George Coward.

About Yankee Air Museum: 
Yankee Air Museum was founded 
in 1981 to preserve and honor 
Southeastern Michigan’s aviation 
history. Since then, it has acquired 
and returned to flying status five 
World War II aircraft, including 
the “Yankee Lady” a B-17G that 
was used in the movie “Tora! 
Tora! Tora!” and is the museum’s 
flagship. These aircraft are flown 
and displayed at numerous air 
shows from May through Septem-
ber including the “Thunder Over 
Michigan” air show at Willow 
Run Aug. 10-11, 2013. Yankee 
Air Museum, located at Willow 
Run Airport, is open Tuesday-
Saturday from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. For 
more information, please visit 
www.yankeeairmuseum.org

About the RACER Trust: The 
RACER (Revitalizing Auto Com-
munities Environmental Response) 
Trust was created to clean up and 
position for redevelopment prop-
erties and other facilities owned 
by the former General Motors 
Corp. before its 2009 bankruptcy. 
RACER is one of the largest hold-
ers of industrial property in the 
United States and is the largest 
environmental response and reme-
diation trust in U.S. history. 

When the Trust was formed, 
it owned properties at 89 loca-
tions in 14 states, principally in 
the Midwest and Northeast. The 
Trust, which is independent, was 
created by a settlement agree-
ment in the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Court between the U.S. Govern-
ment, the 14 states where the for-
mer GM properties are located, 
and the St. Regis Mohawk Tribe, 
which owns land adjoining Trust 
property in Massena, New York. 
For more information, please 
visit www.racertrust.org

Yankee air Museum

Dennis Norton, President Michigan Aerospace Foundation and 
Founder of the Yankee Air Museum, and Ray Hunter, Chairman 
of the board of the Yankee Air Museum and a B-17 pilot. Photo 
courtesy of Steve Pruitt and George Coward.

National Convention guests, 
DAV guest David Riley and 
DAVA guest Pat Kemper. Photo 
courtesy of Steve Pruitt and 
George Coward.

Commander Bob Blevins, Chapter 19 member John Todd, 
National Service Director Douglas Wells presented John Todd 
with a congratulatory plaque. John was named National 2013 
Outstanding Veteran of the Year. Photo courtesy of Steve Pruitt and 
George Coward.

Qualis Corporation made a generous donation to Department, 
pictured, V.P./C.O.O. Thad Mauldin, John Matlock, Bob Gordon, Adam 
Bennett, Elijah Richardson, Gil Green, Nate Faraday, Commander Les 
Schneider, Shawn Wilson, Jo Linda White, Beth Gonzales, Tim Bever. 
Photo courtesy of Steve Pruitt and George Coward.

At State Convention, Commander Bob Blevins presented gifts 
to office staff. Pictured, L-R: Kelly Trambley, Bob Blevins and 
Michelle Kosick. Photo courtesy of Steve Pruitt and George Coward.

Back Row: Chapter 26 Commander Aaron Fulton, State 
Commander Les Schneider, State Executive Secretary Shawn 
Wilson, State 2nd Jr. Vice Commander Gary Cardona. Middle 
Row: Chapter 93 Color Guard Chairman Roger Beall, Chapter 
93 Chaplain Mary Beall, State Judge Advocate Billie Cardona, 
Chapter 93 Member Christopher Stearns. Seated: Chapter 93 1st 
Jr. Vice Commander John Massaway Jr.


