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Bob Bleving

1 have recently acquired a
newfound appreciation and
respect for those who have
undergone open-heart  sur-
gery. This old Marine thought
this surgery was going to be a
“piece-of-cake” compared to
what he had endured during a
lifetime of occasional misfor-
tune. Let's just sum it up by
saying “the road to recovery is
slow and painful”, 1 thank ali
of you that sent me cards and
well wishes!

However, 1 am not writing
this “article” to inform you of
my personal dilemumna or to gain
your sympathy. Rather, I want to
tell you a personal story that will
“touch” sach of you.

I had been home two days and
was wondering how long it would
take before 1 could dress myself
and pet out of a chair without
help. I was hurting and was natu-

rally feeling sorry for myself and
was also greatly depressed.

Our doorbell rang and my wife
went to the door end returned to
inform me that a lady needed
help with VA concerns and ques-
tions because her husband had
recently passed away.

My wife asked if she should
send her away or ask her to come
in? Reluctantly, 1 said to ask her
to come in. She introduced her-
self and told us the story about
her husband dying of a heart
attack two weeks prior. She said
that her neighbors told her that
1 was a Service Officer for the
DAV...and would help her. She
sat beside me and we talked for
about an hour, She had ques-
tions zbout help and support
from the VA and 1 answered
those questions, and provided
the help she needed. She also
talked about her husband and
how proud he was to serve his
country. She squeezed my hand
and thanked both my wife and
myself for helping her and then
quietly left.

Now.. keep in mind that in
all the years that we have lived
in our home, no person has ever
showed up at our door asking for
help. At 2 time when I was not
able to put on my own socks, 1
was able 1o help someone elsel

Comnander-'s Message
“Purpose”

I also thought that I conld have
easily died as well, and it could
have been my wife knocking
on someones door for help
and answers. 1 quictly thanked
our Lord for His blessings and
thanked Him for giving me
“Purpose”. This lady will prob-
ably never know how much she
did for ME.

1 feel so fortunate to belong to
a Veterans Organization where
the vast majority of us belong
for the same reason — “Making
lives better for Disabled Ameri-
can Veterans and their fami-
lies”, I thank each of you for
what you do, for the kindness
you provide in your communi-
ties and the Chapters you belong
to. I encourage you to share this
“Blessing”. T ask you to continze
with this “Purpose”, and always
carry a membership application
with you to bring others into
“Our Family”.

Bob Blevins
State Commander

Editor’s Note: The State Com-
mander recenily experienced
some heart complications that
resulted in gquadruple heart
bypass surgery and he was
released from the Hospital on
QOctober 2nd.

Y. N
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Mission Statement of the DAV

Made up exclusively of men and
women disabled in our nation
defense, the Disabled American
Veterans (DAV) is dedicated to
one single purpose: building better
lives for all of orr nation’s disabled
veterans and their families.

This mission is carried forward
by providing free, professional
agsistance to veterans and their
families in obtaining benefits
and setvices earned through mili-
tary service and provided by the
Department of Veteran Affairs
(VA) and other agencies of gov-
emment; providing outreach con-
cerning its program services to
the American people generally,

FLUOE | RRIC SRR TR
TO THE MEN AND WOMEN WHO SEIWED

and to disabled veterans and their
families specifically; represent-
ing the interests of disabled veter-
ans; their families, their widowed
spouses and their crphans before
Congress, the White House
and the Judicial Branch, as well
as state and local government;
extending the DAV mission of
hope into the communities where
these veterans and their families
live through a network of state
level departments and local chap-
ters; and providing a structure
through which disabled veterans
can express their compassion for
their fellow veterans through a
variety of volunteer programs.

****MEMBERS****

Please visit our website at
www.davmembersportal.org/
i to view/print the new updated
Constitution and Bylaws and
Directory, so you can become
familiar with all of the changes
that have taken place.

Departinent Officer rteports
as well as the Annual Financial

Report and instructions can also
be found under the news tab along
with other helpful information for
members and chapter officers.

Located under News Tab

Dept Documents/Forms

Also check out the Links Tab
for additional websites that are
helpful to veterans

1 would like to take this time
to wish everyone a very happy
holiday season from myself and
my family. Time goes so fast
and this sneaks up on us very
quickly.

My job as Sr. Vice Com-
mander is Chairman of the
Membership Committee, S0 far
we are very disappointed in the
retun of the special offer that
we have. In case you missed it,
the Department will put in $10
off a full paid life member or
someone who wants to pay off
his or her life membership dues,
What we are asking is that the
Chapters also try to make a con-
tribution, along with the Depart-
ment. We have only received a
couple of Chapters that showed

any interest. Even if the chapter
cannot afford to put any funds
in, at least you could take advan-
tage of our offer.

We need to target the new Vet-
erans that are coming home with
new disabilities. This group also
includes women veterans that
are suffering from any disabili-
ties, especially P.T.S.D. Women
make up nearly 15% of today’s
active duty military and 18% of
Guard and Reserves, Approxi-
mately 40,000 women served
in Desert Storm and many have
combat-related injuries. Women
are one of the fastest growing
groups within the Veteran popu-
lation. One in five women veter-
ans of Iraq and Afghanistan are
diagnosed with P.T.S.D.

Membership Chairman’s Message

What we need to do is try to
reach out to these Veterans and
enroll them in the DAV. Some
of the ones I talked to said they
don’t really deserve it and we
have to insure them that they
are eligible to belong. We have
to make sure that we meet our
membership goal to keep our
benefits for the future, There
is strength in numbers, If you
have any questions, please call
me or the Department about
our offer.

Again 1 would like to wish
everyone a Merry Christmas and
& very Happy New Year. May it
be a good one for everyone,

Carl Poest
Sr. Vice Commander

This is my first report as an
Elected Department Treasurer.

‘You may have heard me in the
past talk about how important it
is to get your Chapter’s Federal
990 into the LR.S. We have been
notified by DAV National that
several Chapters will be sus-
pended if they do not get their
last three (3) reports into the
LIRS,

If you do not know how to

do this, Please get HELP, find
a bookkeeper or a CFA to help
you threugh this process. If you

Your tax-exempt status will be
gone: fees and pemalties will

Charter will be revoked.

Now some good news! Our
Thrift Store is doing very well
and is now making us money. [
want to thank all our members

Treasurer’s Report

that have helped by donating
items and shepping at the store.
Keep up the good work.

Stay active in your chapter and
keep the chapter active in your
community. Let the community
know you are dedicated Veterans
helping your area’s Veterans and
their families,

Roger Jansen
Department Treasnrer

Circulation Data
This publication was cleared for printing and mailing August 9, 2012
Circulation of this issue is 25,299 copies.

Thank you to everybody for
the sympathy cards, flowers
and phone calis we teceived
due to the passing of my

Thank You

mether, Bernice Wade, in Sep-
tember 2012

Your thoughis and prayers
were very much appreciated

during tnis difficult time

Carol Lee, Auxiliary PDC
Rolly D. Lee, Sr,, State Adjutant
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Rolly D. Lee, Sr.

The Disabled American Vet-
erans Local Veterans Assistance
Program (LVAP) is designed to
facilitate and recognize creative
volunteerism to support veterans
and the DAV’S mission.

Direct Assistance

Through the program, any vol-
unteer activity that contributes
to our mission of building bet-
ter lives for disabled veterans
and their families is recognized.
Volunteers might perform yard
work, help someone run errands,
set up a computer system, clcan
out the gutters, shovel snow from

Al jutamt s
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Make a Difference

a sidewalk, assist with cooking or
cleaning paint or perform home
repairs — any task that might
brighten a veteran’s life.

Individuals with special skills
or qualifications can eam rec-
ognition for using their unique
training and professional abilities
in ways that benefit veterans,
Units, Chapters

DAV and DAV Auxiliary
volunieers can receive credit
for domating time to further the
DAV'S mission. Participation
in sanctioned fundraising activi-
ties, outreach efforts, service
officer activities and other offi-
cial DAV and Auxiliary duties
are all deserving of recognition
throngh LVAP,
Scholarship Information

LY AP volhmteer hours are eli-
gible toward applications for the
Jesse Brown Memorial Youth
Scholarship. Eligible volunteers
under the age of 21 can eam up
to $15,000 toward college tuition,

Start your joumney to making

a difference in the lives of our
disabled veterans.

If you have any questions,
e-mail us at department@
davmichigan.com or call us at
1-888-448-2328.

Support our business,
local jobs

In these tough times, we all
have a part to play in revital-
izing our economy and getting
Michigan back on track. Visit
www.BuyMichFirst.com, a
Free Web site for businesses and
consumers that showcases first-
class Michigan-made products
and services,

Remember to remain
committed to our purpose:
“Building betier lives for
America’s Disabled Veterans
and their families.

A pessimist sees the difficulty
in every opportunity;

an optimist sees the opportunity
in every difficulty. "
— Winston Churchill

Board of Trustees Message

Greetings from your MVTF
Board of Trustees. We have fin-
ished another fiscal year and it
was a great year. We finished
the year with nearly $1.7 mil-
lion in grants to veterans and
dependants of eligible veterans,
That equates to assistance to
1,616 veterans and 3,143 eli-
gible dependants. This was an
outstanding job by our MVTF
County committees, Well done.
The Michigan Veteran Trust
Fund corpus now stands at just
shy of $54 million, which I think
is amazing with the ups and
downs of the market and the cur-
rent situation of the economy.
We hope the growth contirues
at the rate it has.

Earlier this year the Board
of Trustees took action for the
county committees to approve
grants at a higher dollar level
without being sent to Lansing for
approval, and I think that made
more applications approved
at county level. To all of you
serving on county conmmittees I
would like to say thank you for
your efforts and your dedication
to helping veterans. I would ask
Chapter Commanders that have
persons on trust fund commit-
tees to make sure when terms
are up, to recommend reappoint-
ment or new appointment to the
State Commander in a timely
anner so we can get them reap--
pointed or appointed, if new.

The new Trust Fund Board
alignment is working very well.
‘We now have three independent
members serving and they are
doing &n outstanding _]Ob as are
the other members in meaking
sure the Trust Fund assets are
properly managed. Again, I thank
all of you that serve on county
committees. I am humbled to be
your representative on the Michi-
gan Veterans Trust Fund Board
of Trustees and am honored to be
able to help make people’s lives a
little better. Thank you!

Ron Schrieber

Chafivman

Michigan Veterans Trust Fund
Board of Trustees

ATTENTION!

Members of Wood-Tazelaar Chapter and Unit 11

Muskegon’s Chapter and Unit
11 will be ciosed January and

2012 will be the last meeting of
2012, The first meeting in 2013

Wilson at 616-842-4021.

February 2013 due to the high cost  will be March 14. Thank you,
of heat, electric and snow plowing. For further information, Al Hekkema
The meeting on December 13,  please contact Commender Rick Chapter 11
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DAV Department of Michigan
2012-13 State Officers

Note: All official mail should be sent to
DAY Department of M1 Headguarters
at 17779 E. 14 Mile Road, Frasez, M1 48026
State Commsnder: Bob Blevins (26)
W14582 U 8 Highway 2, Engadine, MI 49827, 906-477-0025
§r. Vice Commander: Carl Poest (14)
2455 Rhodora Drive, Zeeland, MI 49464. 616-772-6909
1st Jr. Vice Communder Les Schoeider (63)
8499 Fast M-71, #222, Durand, MT 48429, 989-429-4310
2nd Tr Vice Commander: JoLmnda White (20}
143 E Butler Streei, Adrian, MI 49221, 517-266-8089
Chaplain: Michael Kmutson (4)
628 Cheryl Strect, Sagunaw M1 48609, 734-845-3501
Judge Advocate. Billie Cardona (93)

15623 S. Centerline, Rudyard, MI 49780, 906-478-3302
AdjutantE ecutive Secretary Rolly D Lee, Sr {129)
17779 14 Mile Road, Fraser. MI 48026
d:paﬁmﬁlt@dawmclnm GO

Treasurer Roger Jansen (14)
15707 New Holland Streei, Holland, MI 49424, 616-399-1023

Inspector John ere (39)
220 E Cass Streer, Cadiltac, M 49601, 231-846-0446

State Admimstrative Board;
Chairman 2012-13 Fred B. George (17)
540 Manitou Road, St Joseph, MI 49085, 269-429-0112
Vice Charrman 2012-13: Gerald Cool (20)
1465 Ogden Street, Tasper. MI 49245, 517-436-3343
Cemmander 2012-13: Bob Blevins {26)
W14582 U.S. Righway 2. Engadine, MI 49827, 906-477-0055
Past etit Commander: Frank T Shepherd {7)
PO Box 1121, Batile Creel, MI 49016, 269-968-9841

Peter A. Sardo (16)
1102 Horton Road, Holly, MI 48442, 248-328-0672

Eve Burcar (61)
2761 Pearl Street, Alpena, MI 49707, 989-657-4622
John Lamphere (39)
220 E. Cass Strect, Cadillac, MI 49601, 231-846-0446

Dan Mulcahey (66)
N10425 Mount Zion Drive, Iromwood, M1 49938, 906-364-45610

Digtrict 1’ Thomas A Dempster (114)
#101 Bloomsbury Circle, Notthvatle, MI 48167, 313-671-6517
ihstrict 2. Tames Dempaey (13)
11717 Island Lake Road, Dexier, MI 48130, 734-424-0168
Distnici 3. Chairraan. Rich Straub (2)
15435 Snavble, Cedar Springs, MI 49319, 616-318-8664
Disinict 4 Ben Benzng (18)
14910 Craft Road, Hersey, M1 49639, 231-832-5339
Dustrici 5. Rodney Latinner (94)
2524 E. Wheeler Street, Midland M1 48642, 989-837-1893
Dauinict & Billie Cardona (93)
15623 8 Cenierhne Rudyard, MI 49780, 906-478-3302

POW/MIA Report

1 want to start this report by
saying thank you to Commander
Blevins and Adjutant I ee, all of the
Executive Committee members,
kine officers and enyone else that
voted for me to have this position. It
is an honor to serve as the Advisor
to Department on this issue.

Since the first of this year there
has been a lot of activity on this
issue, we continve to find and
account for quite a few of our fel-
low service members, some as
recently as September of 2012,

The only way to search for any
remains is if a resident of a par-
ticular country (WWII1 Europe,
Korea, Vietham or from a Mid-
dle East country) rethembers a
plane being shot down or seeing
an American in their country,
or remembers somconc being
buried and then they notify the
search team, The team then tries

to confirm that there is, in fact,
someone buried at that site.
Recently our search teams have
been receiving information from
these residents...afler all these
years. When a grave is locaied, the
search teamn must still attempt to
identify the remains, which is very
time consuming, If they are lucky,
dog tags might be with the remains.
The team has even identified
remains from Laos and Cambodia.
Since 1 first formed this com-
mittee some 20 years ago, this
issue has been very dear to my
heart, At least some of the fami-
lies have closure and their fam-
ily members are buried with
honor, most of which are buried
in Arlington National Cemetery.
More to follow later.

Harvey Slotman, PDC
POW/MIA Advisor
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Women Veterans Committee

The definition of Veteran
hasn't changed, but the pop-
plation has. Today, there are
over 1.8 million women Veter-
ans and it is estimated to grow
to 2.1 million by 2036. They
account for an increasingly sig-
nificant percentage of the total
population of Veterans in the
United States. Many are return-
ing home from war or long
deployments overseas bringing
home the emotional and physi-
cal scars of combat.

Did you know that women
represent nearly 15% of today’s
active duty military and 18%
of reserve and guard forces?

Women serve in every branch of
the military: as gunners, police,
pilots, truck drivers and fuel sup-
pliers, in addition to the more tra-
ditional roles of doctors, nurses
end clerical MOS’s. Women
have seen intense combat and
receive combat-related injuries.
Did you know that the average
age of women Veterans is 48
years, compared to 63 years for
mele Veterans? Women Veter-
ans are the fastest growing seg-
ment of the homeless Veteran
population and are more likely
to be homeless with children,
All returning Veterans from Irag
and Afghanistan are faced with

increasing unemployment. Fur-
thermore, as the population of
women Veterans, the total Vet-
eran population is decreasing.

The newest women Veterans
from the wars in Afghanistan
and Iraq are younger and with
different health care needs.
The U.S. Department of Veter-
ans Affairs (VA) is working to
enhance this growing popula-
tion. If you know a woman who
served, ask her if she's checked
out VA lately.

Jo Linda White
Womens Veterans
Committee Chalrman

MSO Van Visits Department Headquarters

On Friday, October 5, 2012 the
DAV MBS0 Van was at depart-
ment headquarters for the day
assisting veterans in the area
with thefr claims. Veteruns were
treated to coffee, doughnuts and
cookics inside the office while
they waited for their tum to see a
service officer from the MSOunit.

The two service officers were
from the Chicago area. John Rodri-
guez, a National Service Officer
from the VA Regional Office
in Chicago, Illinois and James
Daugharty, a Chapter Service Offi-
cer from Will County Chapter 103
out of New Lenox, Illinois were
assisting veterans that day.

It was a very successful
and busy day for the officers

who assisted many veterans
in need of help. On behalf of
the veterans that were ser-

ment of Michigan, we would
like to thank John and James
for bringing the MSO van to
department headquarters!

viced that day, a.nd the Depa.ri-

Pictured is DAV Ckapte;' Service Officer James Daugharty from
Will County Chapter 103 in Ilinois and John Rodriguez from the
NSO VA Regional office in Chicage, lllinois.

Depariment of Michigan
VAVS Representatives
and Michigan Veterans

Homes Chajrmen

ANN ARBOR
VAYVS Representative
Kevin White
143 E. Butler Street,
Adrisn 49221
BATTLE CREFK
VAYVS Representatine
Thomas Lighthody
283 Ashton L.ake Drive,
Baitle Creek 49015

2013 State Convention Dates
Have Been Set

Location:

Kewadin Casino and Hotel

2186 Shunk Road

Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783

Phone: 800-539-2346

DAV CONVENTION CODE: 9F41G8
{Remember to mention above code

to receive DAV special rates)

Room Rates:

Single or Double Room: $75.00

Triple Room: $85.00

Suite: $95.00

Service Officer Conference:

Women Veterans

As the nature of wartime
deployments have changed over
the last decade, women's roles
in the military have changed as
well. Of women veterans who
left the military before 1990,
approximately 7% were exposed
to combat compared to 24% of
women who served after 1990,

Between 2000 and 2009 the
number of women veterans using
VA heelth services has doubled
from 150,000 to 300,000. To
date 80,000 women veterans of
the wars in Afghanistan and Irag
{OEF / OIF / OND) are enrolled
in VA Health Care — and 39%
have used it more than once.

The new influx of women veter-
ans using VA are younger in gen-
cral than their male counterparts
and tend to have more complex
health nesds. Women Veterans
who use VA bealth services are
also more likely than men to have
a service-connected disability,
55% compared to 41% of men,

Significantly increasing num-
bers of women veterans coming to
VA for care has created a challenge
for the Department to provide
consistent, comprehensive, qual-
ity health care services to women
veterans at all VA facilities.

VA must hire new providers
with expertise in women’s health
and train its existing staff of pri-
mary health care providers on

women’s basic health care needs
through hands-on, case-based
mini-residencies.

To ensure that every women
veteran has access to compre-
hensive, convenient health care
services in a safe and welcoming
environment at all VA facilities.

VA must devote sufficient
resources to address identified
g2ps in privacy, safety and deliv-
ery of quality health care services
as identified by the Government
Accounting Office (GAO).

DAV umges VA to continue
its focus on its strategic priori-
ties designed to deliver the best
health care services to women
veterans of all eras. VAR goal
is that by 2013, all VA health
facilities will offer women com-
prehensive primary care, includ-
ing gender specific care, from a
single provider who is proficient
in women’s health.

DAV urges VA to continue its
outreach and gender specific media
initiative, as well as its gender spe-
cific research on women veterans
to better understand the mique
impact of military service on wom-
en’s lives and health — especially
women who have served during
wartime deployments.

Article provided from the DAV
Naetional Headguarters website
Resolution No. 1855

Fort Custer National Cemetery
Is Planning Ahead

Article submitted by Past Awxiliary Commander Rena Penny

This past summer at Fort
Custer National Cemetery 3,000
graves were dug for Veter-
ans and their family members.
*“The plots will allow us to have
enough space for all the vets
who have eamed this type of
benefit,” said Roy Luera, Direc-
tor of the cemetery.

The pre-dug plots will save
land at the cemetery, instead of
digging two graves side by side;
the caskets will be stacked on
top of each other, Each casket
will be in its own individual
crypt. Each 4,000-pound pre-

cemeteries where space is more
of an issue than it is at Fort
Custer. “We are one of the last
cemeteries to get crypts because
we have so much land out there.”

For Fort Custer employees,
once the project is completed,
future burials will take about
five minutes of digging instead
of 15-2(t minutes on the old
plots; this will allow employees
to spend more time working on
other beautification projects at
the cemetery.

Fort Custer has 755 acres, and
144 acres have been used so far,

Sterling Heights 48313 Wednesday, June 5 and Thursday, June 6 fabricated crypt will have pea Luera said. The cemetery has
IRON MOUNTAIN gravel on the bottom and a metal  about 500 casket burials per year;
VAVS Representative Administrative Board Meeting: separator in the middle. the new plots being dug will take
David Karban Thursday, June 6 When a burial service is held about eight to nine years to fill.
‘W7004 N 45 Road, at the cemetery, only 18 inches Digging on the project began in
Vulean 49892 Convention; of soil will need to be dug up March 2012 and likely will end in
SAGINAW Friday through Sunday, June 7-9, 2013 for the burial instead of 6 feet, September 2012. The first burials
VAVS Representattve Leuera said in the crypt will occur in the fall of
Jean Hotel Reservations are now being accepted The plots will be smaller; 3  2012. Until a gravesite is needad,
“g;‘nﬂnw at the Kewadin Front Desk. feet by 8 feet instead of the it will be covered in grass. Includ-
Call 800-539-2346 and reserve your reom now previous 6 fest by 12 feet. Only  ing cremations, Fort Custer buried
STATE VETERANS HOME - to guarantee the room of your choice. family members will be buried about 1,100 veterans and depen-
mrm?:m mﬂh . together in the same plot. dants in 2011, which is the most
1 mm"hs Snaable, . Please l_onk for the Registration Form Luera said the crypt system since 2008; the number of burials
Cedar Springs 49319 in the next edition of the newspaper in April 2013. has been used at other National dropped in 2009.
STATE VETERANS HOMEF — —rr = =
wereuertc || District Chapters / Department Officers / Executive Committeemen
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Marquette 49855 116-119-127-12% Executive Committecinan: Tames m;;tjomﬂm Jt-z\&';ce Lattimer (94)
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Douglas Wellg

If you served on active duty at
Camp Lejeune between 1957 and
1987, you may have been exposed
to contaminated drinking water.

Under a new law just signed
by President Obama, you can
receive VA medical care if you
are suffering from any of the
medical conditions described in
the law and resided or served on
active duty at Camp Lejeune for
not fewer than 30 days between
January 1, 1957, and Degernber
31, 1987. Conditions considered

mervice Director's Messape

New [aw allows VA o provide the best quality care
for eligible Veterans and their familles

who lived or worked at Camp Lefeune
and were exposed fo contaminated water.

under this law are as follows:

*» Esophapeal cancer

= Breast cancer

= Kidney cancer

* Multiple inyeloma

* Renal toxicity

* Female infartility

* Scleroderma

* Non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma

= Biadder cancer

* Leukemia

* Myelodysplastic syndromes

* Hepatic steatosis

» Miscarriage

= Neurobehavioral effects

VA will provide care immedi-
ately for those conditions while
your eligibility under the new law
is confimed. Veterans already
enrolled in VA health care should
you local VA healthcare facility

to receive care under the new law.
Those not already enrolled should
call 1-877-222-8387 for assistance.

Care for family members
will be available after Congress
appropriates funds and VA pub-
lishes regulations. The new law
applies to health care, not dis-
ability compensation.

The Depariment of Veterans
Affairs is commiited to provid-
ing the best quality care for eli-
gible Veterans and their families
who lived or worked at Camp
Lejeune and were exposed to
contaminated water,

The law signed by President
Obama on August 6, 2012, is
titled Honering America’s Vet-
erans and Caring for Camp
Lejeune Families Act of 2012,

Legislative Chairman Message

New Michigan Law Gives Disabled Veterans
Free Hunting and Fishing Licenses Beginning in March 2013

The Department of MNatural
Resources announced that free
hunting and fishing licenses will
now be available for disabled vet-
erans beginning in March 2013,

Heouse Bill 5292, signed
into law by Gov. Rick Sny-
der in October 2012 will allow
a disabled veteran to cbtain
any resident hunting or fishing
license for which a lottery is not
required, free of charge. The vet-
eran will be required to provide
proof of eligibility and carry this
proof when using any license
obtained under this legislation.
Under provisions of the law,
the new licenses become avail-
able at the beginming of the next
license year, which is March 1,
2013. The licenses cannot be

obtained before that date.
The law defines a “disabled
veteran” as a resident who either;
+ Has been determined by the
United States Department
of Veterans Affairs to be
permanently and total dis-
abled as a result of military
service and entitled to veter-
ans benefits; benefits at the
100 percent rate for disabil-
ity other than blindness; or
Is rated by the United States
Department of Veterans
Affairs as individuaily
unemployable.
“Providing free licenses for
disabled veterans is just a small
token of our deep gratitude for
their sacrifice for all of us” said
Denise Gruben, manager of

licensing and reservations for
the DNR. “We want veterans 1o
be full participants in outdoor
sports, We are pleased to make
these licensas available to quali-
fying veterans beginning next
March under this new law.,”

For more information about
Michigan hunting and fishing
licenses, visit www.mdnr-elicense,
com

A big thank you to Com-
mander Bob Blevins for all his
hard work in helping to get this
bill passed. Every once in a
while even a blind squirrel gets
a nut,

Les Schneider
USAF (Ret.)
Legislative Chairman

Report from the Board of Managers
for the Michigan Homes for Veterans

At our board meeting on Octo-
ber 16 we were informed that
the homes completed the 2012
budget year in the black. Thanks
to the legislature, & supplemental
appropriation was approved to
cover the cost that occurred due
to the lawsuit that I rentioned in
my last report.

Cur 2013 budget has been st
and we were approved for some
capitol outlay projects. The Jaco-
betti Home is petting new roof-
ing and the entrances are being

redone. The Grand Rapids home
is replacing some 40-year-old
windows, and the canopy project
is finally poing out for pre-bid on
October 25, In the process, the
main entrance is to be renovated
for easier access. Hopefully by
this time next year, we will have
all projects finished.

Admissions continue on a reg-
ular basis and the waiting lists
are short. I was able to attend
the volunteer banquets at both
homes and was able to thank the

volunteers personally, We thank
the volunteers as it makes the
members very happy.

The legislature is now work-
ing on the 2014 budget and 1
urge you to contact your legisla-
tive people to keep the homes on
their minds,

Jerry Coaot

Member, Michigan Veterans
Homes Board of Managers
1465 Ogden Street

Jasper, MI 49248

George Coward (19) at the 2012 Veteran's
Wheelchair Games. George won Silver in Traps.

George Coward (19) at the 2012 Veteran's
Wheelchair games. George won Gold in Archery.

***REMINDER***
Letters from Members

Don't forget we are still
accepting letters from mem-
bers to print in upcoming edi-
tions of the newspaper. If you
have something you would like
to share or an informative piece

of information you would like
to pet out to other members,
please feel free to mail your
letter to0 DAV Department
Headquarters, 17779 14 Mile
Road Fraser, MI 48016,

The Bulletin Board

DETRONT 1, 2nd Wed,, 6 pm.. DAV Home, 13221 Puittan S, Detrort 46227

QRAND RAPIDS 2, 15t Thurs,, 7 pm , 4808 Eastem Ave- SE, Karttwood 48508
GENESEE 3, 1ot Mon., 7 p.m.. DAV Hama, 4270 E, Bnglol Rd, Brrion 48518,
SAGINAW 4, 18t Mon., 7 pum . Ameicen: Lageon Post 439, 5190 Wekss 5¢ . Segwiaw 48603

KALAMAZOD BUCK-CROSBY 8. 4th Wad,, 6 p.m., VW Fosi 1627, 1920 E. Kiigora Rd,,
Kelamezoo 48001

CALHOUN COUNTY CHAPTER 7. 3md Twreaday, 7 pum. 2 101 E. Cohwnbla Ave., Battla Croak 48015,

CAPITOL CITY 8, 2nd Mon, (Excapt Juby and Augua, 7 pm., ScottHous 125 E. Langing 48608,
Mai:P.D.BuxEdlﬂ,hmi‘nyﬂ# = e

Wi SPARKS 10, 2nd Wed., £:30 p.m., American Legion Post 29, 3200 Lansng Ave, Jackeon 48002,
WOOD-TAZELAAR 11, 2nd Thursdary. 7:30 p.m., 2415 E. Lekeion Ave . Muskegon 49442,
PORT HURON 12, 2nd Mon . Socal 8 pum.; Meeting 7 pm, 2175 Wiltary St Podt Humn 25080,

WASHTENAW GOUNTY 13, 3rd Tueaday, 7 p.m. (Glosed July 2012 and Dos- 2012) Gral-O'Harn VAW
Post 423, 3270 B. Wagner Rd., (beiw, mn?mmﬂ’m.)hmmn?

HOLLAND 14, isi Tues 7 pm., DAV Home, 1185 Mgt Urben Dr., Hotland 49473,

PONTIAC 18 20d Wed , 7 pum., VFW Post 1370, 781 Maa. Ponisas 43340

TWIN CITIES 17, 18t Thu_ 7 pn . Moosa Lodgs, 2180 Union Smeat Berinn Hahor 48022

BIG RAPIDS 18. 2nd "Ik, 6:30 pm , 402 N. Michigan Ave., Big Fiapide 49907.

SOUTH OAKLAND 19. 2ndd Wed,, 1 p.m., 2717 Cootidge Hwy , Bardey 48072

LENAWEE COUNTY 20 2nd Wed , Bpm, 141 E Abert St. Advan 45221

MARQUETTE COUNTY 22, 5rd Mon , 7:30 pm., D) Jacobeth Home, 425 Fisher Street,

Marquetix 40856

CLOVERLANG CHAPTEA 23, 3rd Thurs,, 7 p.m., DAY Home, 1227 West Broen Ave., Kingsford 48302
DELTA COUNTY 24, 15t MiniGRv. 7 paty, VW Hall, B04 Sheridan Rd., Escancba 48825,
MENOMEIEE COURTY 25 igt Thys:. B pm. Sersor Ciizan Canker, 905 10t 5t, Manominee 43856,
MANISTIQUE 26. 4th Thuesday, 7 pune. VFW Hatl. 344 N. Mapi, Mareaisque 49654

ALLEN ALTO 38, o Thuws., 1 pan.. Amencan Miriary League, 2423 Sytvendl, Traversa Cily 49634
TNLAND LAKES 30, 1t Thure . T puit, AMVETS Hal, 127 W. Cusa §1. Cadilac.

SALT GITY 43, 15t Tuas- of rnonth, 7-32 priv, VIPW Post, 28th 5t, Mansleo #8680

MONROE COUNTY &2, 3rd Thyrsdiay, 7 5., Dunde Veteeans Gor, 418 Dunhant 8t Dunden 48131,
MACONE COUNTY 44, 2na Monday, 7 pm , VFW Poel 7573, 36011 25 Mo Ad., New Baltimare 4804/,
GPL AN M. GHAY 51. ond Thurs: 7:30 pm,, DAY Hell 6117 Chese Rd {neas o F), Daadhom 44125

D'CONNOR-RENHART 52, 2nd Thurs , 7 pum., National Gusvd Aamory, 1170 E. Portags Ave..
Sl St Mane 49761

CASRER ZABIK 00, 2nd Tuee., 7 pm.. VW Hal, 26500 Sherwood fbetween 10 and 11 Mk
Foads), Canterkna 45015

THUNDER BAY 1. 2nd Wedne day, B pm., OAV Memodal Home, 1020 LS. 25 Norh, PO, Bax 858,
Alpera 46707

SHIAWASSEE COUNTY 83, ist Tues . 6 p.m, Sheawenaae Gouncil on Agma, 300N Washingion i .
Owosao 42367.

CLINTON COUNTY 84, 151 Wexd, 7 i, American Legion Posl 153, 110 E Whalker 8L St Johns 45379

RORTHLAND CHAPTER 65, ‘w9l Tueaday, 5 pn. {Everr mrtahered mondhs), Amencan Legson Pogi 5,
MecLeod Ave . ronwond 49038.

CHPPEWA B7. 2nd Thurs K pm. VFW 3134, 4 E Gonacos S It fiver 49635
HILLSDALE 3, 3rd Tusedey. 7:30 pv., 228 Ez5t Man . North Aams 48267
MUNISING #9, 131 Frey. 7 pm | DAVANA Clubhouse, E.XI25 Jgle Bal L. Chasimas 4S37
OGEMAW HILLS 72, 30 Montay, 5 pm., Cumings Township Hal, 751 Moruson Rd.

(South of Sage Lake Rd.). Roes Cily 4Ba5¢

THUME MEMORLAL 75, 2nd Tuseday, 7 b0, Amencan Lagon, 110 W. Frank 5t Cam 48723

COL.HAMTRAMCK GHAPTER 83, 3rd Saturday, 4:30 p m_ #LAV Posi 8. 8545 MoDougell,
Harntrainck 48212

JACK JOHNSTON £, 2nd Thurs.. 7 pm., ViPW Hall, 264 Fewn Rrver Road. Stuigee 49091,
STRAITS 83, 3rd Thures, 7 p.m, VFW Hal, 1110 N- Stato Sirei, &t Igance 49781

MNDLAND GOUNTY 94, 2nd Wedneaday. 7 p.m , YEW Hall, 5015 Bay Gy Rd., Médand 4R40,
STANDIGH 100, 15 Tuas- 2 pm., VEW 3724, 3454 N, Huron, Standsh 48658,

KARL H. BROWN 102, 3 Tuea,, 8,30 pam., Amevicn Lagon Post 455, 2423 W Jeflerson, Trenlon 28183,

WILSON-BLACKMER 208, 2nd andt 4th Tue3,, 7 p.m., B480 School 6t,, Leks 48692;

Socond mestingis soclal meeting Awaliary meata si came fne and olace aa chapter.

FLAT RIVER CHAPTER. 108, 5rd Tueaday, 7 p.m., 8484 8. Mt. Hape, Carson Clty 48811,

EAST DETROIT 107, 3rd Wed of Quariar, 3 pam . VFW Post 6782, 17646 East Nina Mig,
Easiprinie <8021

WILLLAN C. FORD 113 4th Wed, & p.m., VW Post 345, 27945 Bchooloraft Fioad, Redfond 43235,
LIVONLA 114, 3rd Monday, 7 pm., DAV Home, 30805 Phymosin Rd.. Livorsa 48150

DR. PERCY W WILSON 118, 2nd Tues . 8:30 p.m., Chacsall VFW, U.5, &, Chassell 49015,
Awxiliary mests t same Sme:

JAMES V. PELLEGRINVLINCOLN PARK 118, 2nd Wed. 3 p.m., American Legicn Club, 1430
Southfiekd, Lincoln Park 44148

HALEY BROTHERS 117, 15t Tueday of month, £:30 p.m, Aleda E Lutz VA Madical Cenisr, 1500
Weisa Si  Saginuw 46607,

6T. CLAIR SHORES 119, 3rd Thurs , 7:00 p.m., VEW Bruce Podi 1148, 28404 Jafferson,
BL. Clalr Shores 48081

REED-J DaPRATD 125, 15t Wednesday, 7:00 p.m., American Lagion Club. 3265 W. Grand River,
Howed 48843.

BIEBUYCK-RONANG 127, 15t Mon 7 p.m . VFW Post 3130 6782 Ming Mie Rd (! Sherwood),
Warren 49091

ROBERT H. COX 129, 12t Tugs. 7 9.m., DAY Hall 47328 Dexjuanidre, Shelby Twp. 48317
TAWAS BAY 130, 4th Mon. 7 p.m , Enst Taws:3 City Comminny Big , 760 Mewnan, E. Tawas 48730,




September/October/November/December 2012

Michigan Disabled Veteran

Page 6

Armed Forces Word Search

MROJ AMIP
MARTINESY
CTBPQOVIX
S ERGEANT
NS WKNZPRII
M 1L TITTARY
OEAY I HIW
I ME S CY X 1
UBOBIBTLEWV
F XKL QRUOAQQ
CDCHETLIXM
UDZRAUGL A
TZURMEKTL A
BUYTTF YV KHR
AKLCAMER
I NQLYTTIR
ZY EGARUDO
GCDZCHNY

VFHOVVYVNS
PMUTETZXZY
RJKUUTFTQ QE
TNEMTIMM
VATENCWE
DVOGENER
DELBASTID
THONORVY
1 NS YFETC]
HTVETETRA
I CH1GANA
NOITANMEK
ROPROCARQ Q
EDNAMMOC
1 CANPARM
GETNIRTYR
CJFIEOAO
HOULWEBWO

z

T S E NN ZUR®>NY O A
DeomO®OmME—» £E0 02> —

Airforce
American
Army

Bab Blevins
Commander
Commijtment
Corporal
Courage
Disabled
General
Honor
Integrity
Major
Marines
Michigan
Military
National Guard
Navy
Private
Sergeant
Veteran

(Wards can be
Jound vertically,
horizontally,
diagonally,
backwards and
Jorwards.)

Congratulations to Chapter 129
Chapter recelves grant from Home Depot for renovations to their bullding.

Commander Marc Williams
has been working with Home
Depot and received a grant from
them for some much needed
repairs and upgrades at the DAV
Hall at Chapter 129 in Shelby
Township, Michigan.

One of the cldest DAV Chapter
buildings in Michigan, this is an
historic site that has been a pillar

in the community for a very long
time. Built in the late 1800s, it sits
on approximately three acres,

On November 1, 2012 a
team of Home Depot members
and volunteers started the con-
struction process. The chapter
received Allure flooring, wain-
scoting and minor repairs to the
interior and some minor land-

scaping, as well. The Chapter
and Home Depot are in talks for
future grants in 2013, as well, to
get their bathrooms updated and
finish up any remaining minor
indoor repairs,

Commander Williams is invit-
ing anyone that is interested to
come on over and take a look.

Thank you, Home Depot!

VA Offers a New Tool
to Help Veterans Prevent Diabetes

WASHINGTON The
Department of Veterans Affairs
today announced the implemen-
tation of a pilot version of the
Diabetes Prevention Program
{DPF), a program being pro-
moted nationally by the Cen-
ters for Disease Centrol and
Prevention, aimed at reducing
the number of Veterans who
develop diabetes.

*“The Diabetes Prevention Pro-
gram will provide Veterans with
another tool to help them lead
healthier, fuller lives, reducing
their risk for diabetes,” said Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs Eric
K. Shinseki.

The DPP was a major multi-
center clinical research study
aimed at discovering whether
modest weight loss through
dietary change and increased
physical activity or treatment
with the oral diabetes drug
metformin could prevent or
delay the onset of Type 2
diabetes.

The study enrolled partici-
pants who were pre-diabetic
— overweight and with blood
glucose (blood sugar) levels
higher than normal, but not
high enough for a diagnosis of
diabetes. Results showed those
who lost a2 modest amount of
weight through dietary changes
and increased physical activity

sharply reduced their chances of
developing diabetes.

“Approximately 24 percent
of Veterans have Type 2 diabe-
tes,” said Dr. Linda Kinsinger,
VA’s chief consultant for
preventive medicine. “We've
monitored the DPP’s results
and we feel that it could be
another tool to make a differ-
ence for Veterans.”

Through VA's pilot DPP,
which will be offered on a
strictly voluntary basis, some
Veterans who are at rigk for,
but not diagnosed with, dia-
betes will attend a series of
group sessions and will be
given predetermined weight
loss and physical activity
goals. Research has shown
that, while many Veterans
benefit by establishing their
own health gosls, cthers show
positive improvement working
towards goals determined by
the program.

Other Veterans at risk for dia-
betes will receive weight man-
agement care through MOVE!
— VA’s current weight man-
agement program. The program
targets a broad range of patients
who are obese or overweight
with obesity-related conditions,
whereas the DPP specifically
targets those obese individuals
who have laboratory evidence

of pre-diabetes.

Because VA is cager to
iry new approaches to pro-
moting health and preventing
disease, it is implementing a
pilot VA version of the DPP.
A limited number of Veterans
with pre-diabetes will be able
to perticipate in this pilot
clinical program at the medi-
cal centers in Minneapolis,
Baltimore and Greater Los
Angeles, with VA Ann Arbor
serving as the coordinating
center.

For more information on this
program, contact Jay Shiffler
(jay.shiffler@va.gov) at the
VA National Center for Health
Promotion and Discase Preven-
tion. To learn more about the
VA’s prevention program, visit
hitp://www.prevention.va.gov/
index.asp

VA operates the largest inte-
grated health care system in
the country. With a health
care budget of more than $50
billien, VA expects to provide
care to 6.1 million patients
supporting 920,000 hospitai-
izations and nearly 80 mil-
lion outpatient visits this year.
YA’s health care network
includes 152 major medical
centers and more than 800
community based outpatient
clinics.

- . w }
Chaplain’s Message

By dichael Koutson. 11¢CH

“Dale, Jim and Bil”

b B TR T

“When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed;
this must take place, but the end is still to come.” — Mark 13:7

On meny Sunday mornings, 1
used to have theological discus-
sions with three WWII veterans:
Dale, Jim and Bill, We talked
about many things...life, God,
family and friends and some
interesting conversations on
fishing. Sometimes we would
sit and drink our coffee and say
nothing at all. But we seldom
talked about their time in the
service. Was there something
too painful? 1 will never know
because all three have attended
their last pass and review and
have gone to join the Captain of
their salvation. I miss my friends
and our conversations.

And so it is with all veterans.
Much of what veterans have
seen and done is buried deep in
their hearts and minds, When a
veteran does finally speak out,
often the comment heard from

family and Ffriends is, “I never
knew.”

This Veterans Day we need
to reach out to the 15 million
veterans who still have not been
reached and have issues buried
in their hearts and minds. You
and I may not be able to reach
every one of those 15 million
veterans, but each of us can go
and find the “One” veteran who
may be our neighbor, our co-
worker or our family member,
There is help available for all.

On Veterans Day, November
11th, 2012 find a veteran and
thank that veteran for their ser-
vice, Better yet, find a veteran
and tell that veteran “Welcome
Home.” But most importantly
find that *One” and tell them
Ged loves you, America loves
you and from “One to One™ — I
love you.

Name. ..ccecraren =
William J Kurth, Ji.

William B Allerton. ..
Joseph § DeMatteo, .......
Lioyd O Gearhart...........

headquarters, in writing, no

TAPS

Entries for this column must be submitted to Department

member’s death. Send notice to: DAV, Attn: TAPS, 17779 East
Fourteen Mile Road, Fraser, MI 48026. You may also send
entries via e-mail to: michelle@davmichigan.com

Name, p

Steve Rowland., ... .oreeeees 19
Francis T DeRocher .24
Alvin K Rieter. ..... .25
Gerard W. Gauthier 26
Charles Robert Kravse....... 33
Walter H. Shoultz... .33

Harvey Beerens...

later than 45 days after the
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Loraine Connelly

The Holidays are almost
here!! I wish each and every one
of you a holiday season that is
full of family and fijends, kisses
and hugs, joy and langhter, babies
and great-grandparents and the
food for your soul that comes
with being around those you love.
The holidays can be stressful, but
nothing warms my heart more
than being with those I love and
care about. Happy Holidays!!

Most recently, I attended
the Auxiliary Fall Confecrence
in Lexinpton, Kentucky. As
always, 1 thoroughly enjoyed
myself. The educational skits and
carnival are always fun. There
was 3 warrant for my arrest and
I was put in jail (at the carnival).
I was about to bail myself out
when they armounced, “You've
been bailed out!” Domna Hen-

shaw came to my rescue, but
she had to pay an extra dollar
because apparently two people
paid to have me arrested, so the
fine to bail me out was double.
It’s a fun part of the camival that
raises funds for the Auxiliary.

Golden Corral now has Camp
Corral, a camp for the children
of wounded or disabled veterans.
This weeklong camp is free of
charpe to the family, The National
Auxiliary recently donated
$10,000 to be used for transporta-
tion costs for camp attendees to
ensure that those chosen to attend
will be able to get to the camp-
site. Units are urged to donate to
this very worthwhile cause. In
fact, umiors could participate in
the fundraising. Flease remember
Camp Corral when making wmit
donations. Send t National ear-
marked for Camp Corral. To leam
more or to apply, g0 tO Www.
campeorralorg

Important Changes

A member in good standing
is one whose dues are paid for the
cumrent membership year and is
not indebted to the organization.

The Initiation Ceremony may
still be given to new members;
however, it is no longer neces-
sary to receive the initiation in
order to have a voice or to vote in
the Auxiliary. As soon as 2 new

Auxilizry Commander’s Mossave

member starts a Life or anmual
membership, they are entitled to
full membership benefits.

Don’t forget to file your 990-
N. The gross receipts amount
has been raised from $25,000 to
$50,000. It is now necessary for
the Unit Adjutant to send a copy
of the acknowledgment you
reccive to State and National
Headquarters when you file the
Form 990-N B-Postcard.

A Beantiful Tribete: My
husband, PDC Joseph Connelly,
recently had surgery at the Ann
Arbor VA and then spent some
time in their Community Liv-
ing Center (CLC). The Palliative
Care Unit is also in the CLC. We
witnessed something 1 want to
share with you.

Upon the death of a Veteran
and consent of the family, the
Veteran is placed in a coffin,
which is then draped with a flag.
With family and friends present,
they play Taps. Everyone on
the floor is urged to come to the
door of their room or into the
hall or pause where they are, in
honor, as the Veteran is moved
from the room and out of the
area. A beautiful, moving tribute
to a veteran.

Loraine Connelly
Auziliary State Commander

Membership —

Our Future

By Barbara McComb, Auxiliary State Membership Chairman

Our filure depends on ocur
Membership. Membership  takes
you and me working topether. Ittakes
our persistence and determination
to achieve our quota. It would be
great for every Unit to make quota
this year, We nieed to get a few new

As a represemauve for the
DAV Auxiliary, you can help out
on parade committees, holiday
programs, Veteran programs and
other events. Iwite guests to
your Auxiliary meetings; they
may become future members,
Remember to welcome all guests,
new and regular members o the

Auxiliary mestings and don’t
forget to sign up Junior members.

‘We will be giving $90.00 towards
a Life Membership this year. All
senior members that have signed
up for Life Membership (July 1,
2012-April 1, 2013} will go imto a
drawing and four (4) winners will
be drawn at State Convention. The
money will go to National to help
pay their Life M i

Our Top Recruiter will receive
54400 this year.

National is offering incentives
for recruiters of 5, 10, 15 new
senior members and for the top
membership recruiter of $250.00.
Itis lime to...Go for the Gold.

Happy holidays to everyone.
If you have any questions, I can
be rteached at Mecomb.ba@
gmail.com

The DAV
Auxiliary
Needs You

Joining is simple and easy
and the criteria has changed, so
please ask your friends, family,
neighbors to jein and help out
our Disabled Veterans.

Family and extended fam-
ily members of Veterans who
were or were not disabled in
the military, active military
family and extended family
members, family and extended
family of current Auxiliary
members.

Grandparents, did you know

ship. This is a great learning
tool; they lean the rewards ¢
of volunteerism and service

4nng Lockwood (68)
517-849-Y709

cmal facm@coppernet
State Ir. Vice Commander
Barbata McComb, {18)

State Judge Advocate

Bety Benzing, {18)
231-832-3339

e-mail: davheben@hughes net
Adjutant/Treasursr

Carof Gray, (11)
616-785-3473

e-mail: dava_mi_pdjidcemenstnet
State Chaplan

Sandi Mudget, (14)
616-199-3398

e-mal, mmudgey@aol.com

Disabled American Veterans Auxiliary

Department of Michigan
2012-2013 Officers and Chairmen
State Commander
Louainz Connelly, (114) Apn Arbos VAMC
734-546-6968 Elizsheth Riley {20)
e-mail' LoraneMC@Eymail cotm 43 Santee River Drive
a Adtiam, MY 49221
State Sr. vice Commander £17-266-9345

Yohn D. Dingell VAMC
Tessie Daviz Randoiph (1)
23599 Coach Lighs Drive, Apt
Southfield, MI 48075
313-445.6357

]

State Vettrans Home Chairmen
Grand Rayids Home for Veterans
Jevkie Lomotaso, (2) Chauman
1659 Playfisld NE

Gramd Rapids M1 49505
616-450-3894

D J. Jacobetti Home for Veterans
Donn» Henshaw, (22) Chawrman
145 Sheryl Street

Marquetto, MI 49855
9HI6-249-3608

to the community, as well as
the significance of honoring 1
our nation’s Veterans. Chil-
dren who are age 17 and under
can join,

You decide how active you
want to be in the DAV Aux-

have the time to help the Aux-

you to de; but if you can only

you can also join the Auxiliary?
Send in your membership appli-
cation and join to help out the
organization,

The DAV Auxiliary is mak-
ing a difference for disabled
veterans and their families

and future,

iliary; everyone has different 1
demands on their time. If you |

iliary’s work, there is plenty for | .\ {520 00 down payment) & New Junior ($3.00) O Lufe Payment
N e e | 0O Junior Renewal {53.00)
support the Auxiliary through 1., o - -
membership, we welcome you! ! 5 Jrr iy apeoily year, huy 1. 20,

DAY Members, did you know |
) If this 1n a RENEWAL o Life Membershnp Payment wkip o the Signatrc Ling

through service — past, present |

The newly
updated and

The Bylaw books
and all other supplies are to he
ondered and/or purchased through
the DAV National Service Foun-
detion. That's right — the DAV
National Service Foundation. Pay-
ment is needed prior to the ship-
ment of your order. You may order
online with a credit card with a
minimurn onder of $10.00 or you
may send your unit check for the
items ordered with the check made
payable to the DAV National Ser-
vice Foundation. Available Auxil-
iary items can be viewed online at
www.DAVstore.org

Bylaw changes that were
adopted at the most recent
National Convention delegates
can be found in the updated
Bylaw books very easily as they
are shaded in gray.

Upit Adjutants - By sign-

Adjutant Ad Libs

By Carol Gray, State Adfutant

ing the officer report form, you
affirm that you understand that
you are the officer designated
to receive the mail sent for the
Unit, Just YOU have that respon-
sibility. However, receiving the
mail for the Unit also means
that you are to bring any mail to
the Unit meeting. If you don’t
bring it to your Unit meeting,
the Unit Commander, the other
officers nor the unit membership
will get the information that was
intended for gif members. An
infermed Auxiliary is better able
to accomplish the mission of the
Auxiliary, which is “Making a
difference for disabled veterans
and their families.”

State Commander Loraine Con-
pelly’s theme for the year includes
you as Unit Adjutant very aptly.
“Be the Thread™ to a Unit Adju-
tant means that you have the
“needle™ (Unit mail) that will put
the “patches™ (updates and mnfir-
mation) that will give your Unit
the opportunity to also follow the
theme of Auxiliary National Com-
mander Donna Adams which is
“The Key Is Understanding”.

National Auxiliary Com-
mander Mee Holmes, who was
from Michigan, served from
1954-1955, She wanted to
reward the Units that partici-
pated in all the Auxiliary pro-
grams and showed exemplary
work in all areas. They also had
to make quota by April 1,

The Mae Holmes report
documents what your Unit has
done to support our Disabled
Veterans, their families and
how we have made a mark in
our community.

The Mae Holmes report is
completed by using informe-

1
1
1 MAIL TO+

! Disabled A Veterans, Dep

Membership Application

t of Mich

Make A Plan for Mae Holmes

By Anna Lockwood, Auxiliary State Mae Holmes Chairman

tion from all other reports. The
most important question on it
is: if you would like to win the
award and if you have met quotz
by April 1.

In order to prevent your Mae
Holrmes, or any other reports you
want to submit from being dis-
qualified, be sure they are post-
marked by May 1. Make sure
each question at the top of the
report is answered and signed at
the bottorm.

Anna Leckwood

Anxiliary State Mae Holmes
Chairman

: 17779 E 14 Milc Road_ Fraser, M 48026

that your grandchildren can ; ANNUAL MEMBERSHIF | 1 offered on a fissal vear besis, July T through June
also join as a Junior member- 1 30. Dues for thi type of membersiup are $15.00 a vear. Dues enust b paid cach year

1 10 cormmie tis type of membeship.
! LIFE MEMBFRSHIP: [

18 encouraged for those who want to be per-

' mmmmnbmoﬂhtDAV Awxiliary The life membership foe moludes alf dues, fees
.m.mh&mlﬁﬁmpumhsedmhmﬁuhmam

! Age 18-30...8250, 4gs 31-45. §230, Agbm $200, Age 61-70  S180,

Ase 71-79.,..$140, Age 30 or older ..]
' STATE._

UNIT

1
! NAME.

1
| ADDRESS*

1 CITY. STATE, ZIP:

! PHONE/E-MAIL:

1 O New Annusl ($15.00)

I Date of Birth Req)

= Annwal Renewal
0 June 30, 20
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7th Annual
Thomas McMaster
Golf Outing

Ancther successful outing
and a great time had by ali

This year marked the 7th
Amnual Thomas McMaster Golf
Quting at Fern Hill Country
Club in Clinton Township,
Michigan on September 8, 2012.
The weather cooperated and a
21-gun salute started off the
festivities at 9:00 a.m. Golfers
were ftreated to a continental
breakfast upon arrival, a hot
dog &nd drink at the turn and a
wonderful buffet dinner. SGT
Michelle Sroka and MSG Gatto
donated 100 cans of beer at the
turn for golfers, too — how very
generous they were.

‘We were very fortunate to have
some really nice raffle items and
silent auction items. Some of the
top raffle prizes were a 32" flat
screen TV, a Garmin GPS and
a Nook Tablet, just to name a
few. There were about 30 raffle
prizes in all. The Silent Auction
also had some very nice items as
well, including an autographed
baseball by Triple Crown winner

Miguel Cabrera, an autographed
Alex Avila picture and for the
Red Wing fans, we had an
autographed Pavel Datsyuk
framed picture. Other items that
drew a lot of attention were
overnight stays and gift cards
from area casinos with the top
one being valued at $350.00.

The Department would like
to congratulate and thank Golf
Chairman Paul Klosterman
(Chapter 44) for all of his hard
work and dedication in putting
together this golf outing. Paul
was presented with a plaque at
the banquet by Commander Bob
Blevins to show the Department's
appreciation for what he does to
make this outing successful.

Thank you to all who
participated, volunteered or just
came out for dinmer and the
raffle, Everybody had a great
time and we already have 3 list
of golfers who want to come
back next year.

PHOTO Cont from puge I

phy, high school senior pictures,
family portraits, children’s por-
traits, pet portraits and event and
commeteial photography.
Detroit Photography is one
of Tony's passions and he goes
weekly to areas in Detroit where
the old architecture is still stand-
ing and capiures beautiful pic-
tures taking you back to the
good 'ol days. Toty also offers
Detroit Photography Training,
giving lessons and workshops in
a condensed hands on, no bull,
fun fashion — the “learn right and

learn fast” method.

Tonys studic is located in
Macomb County, Michigan and
he can be reached by phone
at 586-996-3686. Please vigit his
website at www.detroitp
training.com if you are inter-
ested in lessons and make
sure to visit Tonys website at
WWW.t0 ertycom and visit
and *Like” his Facebook page
at www.facebook.com/pages/
photography-by-tonylafferty/
121585257875632

Thank you, Tony, from the staff
at the Disabled American Veter-
ans Department of Michigan,

Pictured, L-K: Rolly 1. Lee; Wing Commander Bonald W Wilson, dipena ANG; PDC Jokn Lamphere;
and Eve Biurcar (61},

2012 National Convention in Las Yegas. Pictured are Department and National Service office staff;

along with ether Michigan members.

Pictured, Back Row, L-R: Chris Garcia, Sandi Mudget, Gloria Boozer, Carol Gray and Garry Henshaw.
Front Row, L-R: Florencio Loper, Anna Lockwood, Kathy Adams, Helen Wayne, State Commander

Loraine Connelly and Donna Henshaw.

—

Please tell us what you are doing and what you
have done i the community We would love
to let other Chapters out there know what great
things you have done and what 15 coming down
the road Maybe we can all get some 1deas from
one another or at least be proud of what other
Chapters and members in our state are aomg for
the Disabled American Veterans i Michigan.

Feel free to send photos, as well. We would

Calling All Chapters

like to start doing a “Chapters Corner” section in
the newspaper featuring the wonderful work that
all of you da.

Please send any information o photos to:
michelle@davmichigan.com or Kelly@dav
michigan.com

‘You can also mail to Departruent Headquarters
at: DAV Dept. of Michigan, 17779 14 Mile
Road, Fraser, MTI 48026,




