
National Commander Roberto
“Bobby” Barrera presented a per-
sonalized commemorative base-
ball bat to President Barack
Obama on March 3, to recognize
his support for the Veterans
Health Care Budget Reform and
Transparency Act and going to
bat for veterans. 

“The President’s support of this
advance appropriation act truly
honors the service and sacrifice of
our nation’s disabled veterans and
their families,” said Commander
Barrera. “His support for this ini-
tiative throughout the 2008 elec-

tion campaign and as President
has improved health care delivery
to veterans by the Department of
Veterans Affairs (VA).” 

The law, signed Oct. 22, 2009,
authorizes Congress to fund VA
health care one year in advance at
the start of each fiscal year. It
effectively ends the funding delays
that have plagued the VA and
forced it to ration health care to
veterans when Congress failed to
pass an appropriations bill on time. 

The commemorative DAV

DAV recognizes President
for supporting

Veterans Health Care
Budget Reform

“I have been impressed with the urgency of doing. Knowing is not enough; we must apply. Being willing is not enough, we must do.”
– Leonardo da Vinci
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Due to budget constraints, the Department of Michigan, Dis-
abled American Veterans recently reduced the number of issues
published annually from 7 to 4. The next issue of the Michigan
Disabled Veteran will be August 2010.

NEXT ISSUE – August, 2010

REFORM See page 7

When participants arrive at
Sault Ste. Marie’s Kewadin Con-
vention Center, they will enjoy
one of Michigan’s finest conven-
tion facilities. The convention
center is only part of a mega com-
plex that houses a full-service
hotel, as well as the latest in
casino gaming. 

The hotel features an indoor
pool, whirlpool, game room and
weight room. Guests can stroll
through specialty shops or enjoy
a meal or a tempting buffet at the
Dreamcatchers restaurant. 

All DAV and DAVA activities
will take place at the Kewadin
Convention Center located at
2186 Shunk Road, beginning on
June 10 when the Service Offi-
cers Conference begins at 8 a.m.
The training sessions that last all
day are designed to help DAV
Chapter service officers become
more effective in processing
claims for veterans in their com-
munities. All DAV chapter serv-
ice officers are required to
successfully complete this train-
ing program in order to be certi-
fied and covered under the
National organization’s indemni-
fication program.

In order to receive the Annual
Service Officer Certification
and to be covered under the
Indemnification of Department
and Chapter Service Programs,
Michigan Service Director
Thomas Wendel again stresses
that the Service Officer must be
listed on the Chapter’s official
Officer Report form as Chapter
Service Officer. Anyone who
attends the Conference and is
not listed as Chapter Service
Officer on the Chapter’s current
Officer Report form, will only
receive a Certificate of Atten-
dance and they will not be cov-
ered under the Indemnification
of Department and Chapter Ser-
vice Program. 

The annual State conven-
tion starts off on Thursday
evening June 10 with adminis-
trative sessions, and ends on
Sunday, June 13 following the
election and installation of
officers. A complete schedule
of DAV convention events
appears below.

State Commander John Lam-
phere, who will preside over
Department sessions, will be wel-
coming National Senior Vice

Commander Wallace E. Tyson
of North Carolina. Auxiliary
National 4th Jr. Vice Commander
LeeAnn B. Karg of Minnesota
will be the distinguished guest of
Auxiliary State Commander
Donna Henshaw, who will be
chairing Auxiliary convention ses-
sions. The Auxiliary convention
agenda appears on page 7.

Pre-register
Those who are planning to

attend should use the Pre-Reg-
istration Forms for the 2010
DAV Service Officer Confer-
ence and/or the DAV/DAVA
State Convention that appear on
page 3. The pre-registration
deadline is May 29, 2010.

Room reservations at the
Kewadin Hotel can be obtained
by calling the Kewadin automated
voice system at 1-800-539-2346.
The special DAV room rates are
$75 for a single or double, $85
for a triple and $95 per night for
a quad. When making your
reservation be sure to specify
you are attending the Disabled
American Veterans convention
and mention Group Code
#9CL1GI. The reservation cut-
off date is May 13, 2010.

June 10, and June 11-13, 2010

Kewadin Convention Center prepares
for annual Service Officer Conference
and Department Convention sessions

Disabled American Veterans
2010 Service Officer Conference – Thursday, June 10, 2010 and

State Convention – June 11, 12 and 13, 2010
Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan

Schedule of Events

All events will be held at the Kewadin Convention Center, 2186 Shunk Road in Sault Ste. Marie.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 9, 2010
5 p.m.-7 p.m. Registration: Water’s Edge

THURSDAY, JUNE 10, 2010
6:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Registration: Water’s Edge
8 a.m.-5 p.m. Service Officer Conference: Ontario 1 & 2 Rooms 
7 p.m. Administrative Board Meeting: Birch Room
8 p.m. Ice Cream Social & Aux. Fundraising Auction: Water’s Edge

FRIDAY, JUNE 11, 2010
8-11 a.m. & 12:30-3 p.m. Registration: Water’s Edge
9 a.m. Executive Committee Meeting: Dream Maker’s Theater
10 a.m. National 10th District Conference: Dream Maker’s Theater
11 a.m. Joint DAV and DAVA Opening Session: Dream Maker’s Theater
11:30 a.m. Joint Past Department and Auxiliary Commanders’ Luncheon: Ontario Room

President Barack Obama is presented with a Louisville Slugger by
DAV National Commander Bobby Barrera during a meeting with
the Disabled American Veterans delegation in the Oval Office,
March 3, 2010. At right are DAV National Adjutant Arthur Wilson
and DAV Executive Director Rick Patterson. Official White House
photo by Pete Souza.

While in Washington, D.C. Michigan delegates visited Senator
Debbie Stabenow on Tuesday, March 2, where Commander John
Lamphere presented Senator Stabenow with a “Champion for Vet-
erans” award in appreciation for all of the hard work she does in
support of veterans. Shown during the presentation are, left to
right, Thomas Wendel, Ronald Schrieber, James Dempsey, Cmdr.
Lamphere, Frank T. Shepherd, Jr., J. David Boozer, Sen.
Stabenow, Gloria Boozer and Rolly Lee, Sr.

SERVICE OFFICER CONFERENCE / STATE CONVENTION See page 4



The Department of Defense
announced in mid-March that
additional campaign stars are
authorized for wear on the Iraq
Campaign Medal (ICM). 

The campaign stars recog-
nize a service member’s partic-
ipation in DoD designated
campaigns in Iraq.

Service members who have
qualified for the ICM may display
a bronze campaign star on their
medal for each designated cam-
paign phase in which they partici-
pated.  The stars will be worn on
the suspension and campaign rib-
bon of the campaign medal. 

The additional campaign
phases and associated dates
established for the ICM are: 
Iraqi Surge - Jan. 10, 2007 to

Dec. 31, 2008.
Iraqi Sovereignty - Jan. 1, 2009

through a date to be
determined.

Four other phases, previously
identified, include: 
Liberation of Iraq - March 19,

2003 to May 1, 2003.
Transition of Iraq - May 2,

2003 to June 28, 2004.
Iraqi Governance - June 29,

2004 to Dec. 15, 2005.
The “National Resolution”

phase, which began Dec. 16,
2005, has been determined
to end Jan. 9, 2007.
Service members should con-

tact their respective military
departments for specific imple-
mentation guidance.

As I write this article, I’m laid-
up with my back hurting and a
sinus infection. That’s when I
thought about just how many vet-
erans don’t have a choice to stay in
bed. There are even more veterans
who have difficulties or can’t stay
in bed. If we can do even the
smallest things for these veterans,
we must help them. I know veter-
ans that are working in a field and
it only worsens their disability. For
them, we need to reach out and
make sure they have a VA claim
submitted. Perhaps getting them
an increase or vocational rehabili-
tation would be the answer. There
are those of you who say you
don’t have a VA hospital, veterans
home or clinic close enough for
you to volunteer to help. Why not
consider making a weekly visit to
the veterans in a local nursing
home? Do something special just
for them. Some chapters send the
chaplain to visit a member who
comes to meetings, but is ill.
What’s wrong with a few of you
going? Don’t we care about the

rest of the members? When we
hear about returning veterans, are
you and your local chapter there
welcoming them in with open
arms? All I’m asking is the next
time you look in the mirror, look
at yourself and ask if you are a
person reaching out or are you the
one letting others pick up the
slack? All of us need your help.

My visits around the state are
going well. We still have some
chapters in trouble. Sydney J.
Allen Chapter 102 that meets in
Trenton is trying to reorganize
and needs members to come to
chapter meetings or National is
looking to revoke the charter. We
have another chapter in trustee-
ship and others that have not
turned in proper financial forms.
We are here to help, but only
those that want it. It’s election
time in the chapters, so I ask you
to think about each candidate. Is
this a person who is going to ful-
fill the duties of the office or just
assume them? With our member-
ship numbers dropping we need

leaders. Be sure to include a
working membership team in
your plans. 

My legislative trip to Washing-
ton, D.C. seemed to be a success.
Most of the legislative offices we
stopped at were very open and lis-
tened to what we had to say. You
can read Commander Roberto
Barrera’s speech on the DAV Web
site. Keep in mind this is an elec-
tion year. Be sure you know who
and what you’re voting for. I hope
to see you at our upcoming
Department convention, June 11-
13 in the Soo.
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Consider volunteering
by John Lamphere, State commander

NOTR Sector of Michigan
to meet

Plans have been finalized for the NOTR Sector Business Meet-
ing to be held on Friday, June 11, 2010 from 7-9 p.m. in the
Ontario 1 and 2 Rooms at the Kewadin Convention Center in Sault
Ste. Marie, reports Sector Golden Rodent Harold DeForest. A $5
registration fee will be collected at the door.

YOU’RE INVITED
GREAT LAKES

NATIONAL CEMETERY
ADVISORY COUNCIL

Presents our Memorial Day Ceremony
“Honoring our Deceased Veterans”

On Sunday, May 30, 2010
(the day prior to Memorial Day)

Please join the Council at Michigan’s Newest National Shrine
GREAT LAKES NATIONAL CEMETERY

HONOR THOSE WHO GAVE US OUR FREEDOM
DATE: May 30, 2010 (Sunday)

TIME: 1:00 p.m.
LOCATION: 4200 Belford Rd., Holly, MI 48442

(866) 348-8603

Secretary of Veterans Affairs
Eric K. Shinseki announced on
March 18 that the Department of
Veterans Affairs (VA) is taking
steps to make it easier for veter-
ans to obtain disability compen-
sation for certain diseases
associated with service in the
Persian Gulf War or Afghanistan. 

Following recommendations
made by VA’s Gulf War Veterans
Illnesses Task Force, VA is pub-
lishing a proposed regulation in
the Federal Register that will
establish new presumptions of
service connection for nine spe-
cific infectious diseases associ-
ated with military service in
Southwest Asia during the Per-
sian Gulf War, or in Afghanistan
on or after September 19, 2001. 

The proposed rule includes
information about the long-term
health effects potentially associ-
ated with the nine diseases: Bru-
cellosis, Campylobacter jejuni,
Coxiella burnetii (Q fever),
malaria, Mycobacterium tuber-
culosis, Nontyphoid Salmonella,
Shigella, Visceral leishmaniasis
and West Nile virus. 

For non-presumptive condi-

tions, a veteran is required to pro-
vide medical evidence that can be
used to establish an actual connec-
tion between military service in
Southwest Asia or in Afghanistan,
and a specific disease. 

With the proposed rule, a veteran
will only have to show service in
Southwest Asia or Afghanistan, and
a current diagnosis of one of the
nine diseases. Comments on the
proposed rule will be accepted over
the next 60 days. A final regulation
will be published after considera-
tion of all comments received.

The decision was made after
reviewing the 2006 report of the
National Academy of Sciences
(NAS), titled, “Gulf War and
Health Volume 5: Infectious Dis-
eases.” The 2006 report differed
from the four prior reports by look-
ing at the long-term health effects
of certain diseases determined to
be pertinent to Gulf War Veterans.

The 1998 Persian Gulf War
Veterans Act requires the Secre-
tary to review NAS reports that
study scientific information and
possible associations between
illnesses and exposure to toxic
agents by Veterans who served

in the Persian Gulf War.
Because the Persian Gulf War

has not officially been declared
ended, veterans serving in Opera-
tion Iraqi Freedom are eligible
for VA’s new presumptions. Sec-
retary Shinseki decided to
include Afghanistan veterans in
these presumptions because NAS
found that the nine diseases are
prevalent in that country. 

Noting that the proposed regula-
tion reflects a significant determi-
nation of a positive association
between service in the Persian Gulf
War and certain diseases, Secretary
Shinseki added, “By setting up
scientifically-based presumptive
service connection, we give these
deserving veterans a simple way to
get the benefits they have earned in
service to our country.”

For more information about
health problems associated with
military service during operations
Desert Shield, Desert Storm, Iraqi
Freedom and Enduring Freedom
and related VA programs go
to www.publichealth.va.gov/
exposures/gulfwar/ or go to
www.va.gov for information
about disability compensation.

New presumptive diseases 
for Persian Gulf War and Afghanistan vets

Additional Phases Identified
for Iraq Campaign Medal



Where to find the DAV
on the top Social Networks

• Become a “fan” today!
http://facebook.com/TheDAV
http://www.facebook.com/

standup4vets
• “Follow” the DAV at:

http//twitter.com/DAVHQ
• Watch DAV videos and news at:

http://www.youtube.com/
DisabledVeterans

• Network with professionals
who are DAV members at:
http://bit.ly/DAVonLinkedin

• Become a “friend” of the

DAV’s at:
http://www.myspace.com/

disabledamericanveterans
http://www.myspace.com/

standup4vets
• Read all about the DAV at:

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Disabled_American_Veterans

What will keep Department
of Michigan Chapters out of

trouble for 2010-2011?
• File National and Department

Officers reports on time
• File financial reports to National

and Department on time
• File appropriate IRS Forms
• Safeguard DAV Membership

lists
• Receive appropriate approvals

for fundraisers.
• Integrity – Doing what is right –

even when nobody is looking.

Resolutions
If your members haven’t writ-

ten and submitted their resolu-
tions yet, they should be busy
writing them! Remember, resolu-
tions concerning the amending of
our Constitution or our bylaws
must be received in Department
headquarters no later than 14
days prior to the first business
session of the State Convention.
Resolutions are a very important
part of our convention. They
establish our Department poli-
cies, our legislative priorities,
and sometimes our National poli-
cies and programs.

Recruit – Recruit – Recruit!
DAV National Commander

Bobby Barrera recently author-
ized lowering the minimum
down payment for membership
from $40 to $20.

“Leadership and learning are
indispensable to each other.”

–John F. Kennedy
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Rolly D. Lee Sr.

Social Media & The DAV
Grassroots Advocacy in the 21st Century

by Rolly D. Lee, Sr., State adjutant

Pre-Registration Forms

2010 DAV Service Officer Conference & 
DAV/DAVA Convention

Sault Ste. Marie, MI • June 10-13, 2010
DAV Service Officer Conference Pre-Registration June 10, 2010

NAME ____________________________________________________

ADDRESS ____________________________________________________

CITY______________________________________________________

STATE __________________________ ZIP CODE ________________

PHONE____________________________________________________

REPRESENTING __________________________________________
(Title, Chapter No., County, Agency, Etc.)

Registration covers: Service Officer materials as well as admittance
to Thursday’s Pie & Ice Cream Social.

********************************

DAV Convention Pre-Registration June 11-13, 2010

NAME ____________________________________________________

ADDRESS ____________________________________________________

CITY______________________________________________________

STATE __________________________ ZIP CODE ________________

PHONE____________________________________________________

Registering As: Chapter No. ______ E.C.       OR
Chapter No. ______ DELEGATE

___________________________________________________________
(If Department Officer – Print Title & Chapter Number)

❑❑ I would like to be considered to serve on a DAV Convention Committee.

(DAV) Choose ONLY ONE (1):
Service Officer Conference Registration ONLY $20.00 ❑❑
Convention Registration ONLY $20.00 ❑❑
Convention Registration & Banquet $40.00 ❑❑
Service Officer Conf. & Conv. Reg. ONLY $40.00 ❑❑
Service Officer Conf. – 

Conv. Reg. & BANQUET – $5.00 SAVINGS $55.00 ❑❑

(DAVA) Auxiliary Convention Pre-Registration June 11-13, 2010

NAME ____________________________________________________

ADDRESS ____________________________________________________

CITY______________________________________________________

STATE __________________________ ZIP CODE ________________

PHONE____________________________________________________

Registering with Unit No. ______ 

___________________________________________________________
(If Auxiliary Department Officer – Print Title & Unit Number)

DAVA (Auxiliary) Choose ONLY ONE (1):
Convention Registration ONLY $20.00 ❑❑
Convention Registration & Banquet $40.00 ❑❑

** Extra Banquet Tickets $30.00 Each ❑❑      ______________________

Make checks payable to: “Disabled American Veterans” (do not send
cash) and mail along with completed registration form to: Disabled
American Veterans, 17779 E. 14 Mile Rd., Fraser, MI 48026.

All tickets will be enclosed in your registration packet to be picked up on
your arrival at the Convention registration desk located at the Water’s Edge
at the Kewadin Convention Center in Sault Ste. Marie, MI. CERTIFIED
CONVENTION CREDENTIALS MUST BE PRESENTED AT THE
REGISTRATION DESK.

******  Pre-Registration deadline is May 29, 2010  ******

Category A (500-over members) Category B (150-499 members) Category C (10-149 members)
HARCOURT TROPHY AUST TROPHY FRISKE TROPHY

Chapter % Gain Chapter % Gain Chapter % Gain
12 102.33 113 103.08 130 118.33
3 102.27 44 103.07 42 112.76

114 102.20 52 102.91 39 112.24
19 101.84 38 102.84 26 106.84

ZONE TROPHIES

ZONE I ZONE II ZONE III ZONE IV
Chapter % Gain Chapter % Gain Chapter % Gain Chapter % Gain

42 112.76 64 104.68 130 118.33 26 106.84
113 103.08 63 104.20 39 112.24 93 103.17
44 103.07 3 102.27 73 106.15 52 102.91

119 102.46 125 102.15 38 102.84 24 102.67
__________________________________________________________________________________

ZONE MEMBERSHIP RACE
ZONE III 102.73%
ZONE IV 101.61%
ZONE I 101.54%
ZONE II 101.38%

__________________________________________________________________________________

(1) No chapter may receive more than one trophy.

(2) Membership on record in the Department office as of May 3, 2010 will be used in computing
trophy winners.

(3) Trophies are based on largest percentage gain over chapter total membership as of July 2, 2009.

(4) All ties will be broken and trophy winners declared on the basis of largest numeric gain.

(5) Winners will be announced and final standings distributed at the State convention. 

(6) National Trial Members were excluded from calculation.

With Zone meetings taking
place in April, it’s time to draft
and finalize resolutions to be
presented at the upcoming State
convention being held June 5-7
in Sault Ste. Marie.

If you have difficulty con-
veying your thoughts or the
idea of drafting a resolution
discourages you, the Interim
General Resolutions Commit-
tee can help. The committee is
eager to help develop resolu-

tions to outline a course of
action or policy for the better-
ment of the organization.

Just jot down what you want
the resolution to accomplish,
giving your ideas and reasons
why this action is necessary and
send it with your name, address
and telephone number to: DAV
Int. General Resolutions Com-
mittee, 17779 E. 14 Mile Road,
Fraser, 48026.
Amending the Con. & Bylaws

Resolutions to amend the
Department Constitution and
Bylaws must be submitted to
State Adjutant at the Depart-
ment office no later than 14
days prior to commencement of
the State convention.

Final versions of all resolu-
tions should be submitted in
triplicate, double-spaced and
preferably in typewritten form to
the Department off ice for
consideration at the convention.

Help drafting a resolution

Department Membership Trophy Standings
As of March 15, 2010
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The Bulletin Board
DETROIT 1, 2nd Wed., 6 p.m., DAV Home, 13221 Puritan St., Detroit 48227.

GRAND RAPIDS 2, 1st Thurs., 7 p.m., DAV Home, 4809 Eastern Ave., S.E., Grand Rapids 49508.

GENESEE 3, 1st Mon., 7 p.m., DAV Home, 4270 E. Bristol Rd., Burton 48519.

SAGINAW 4, 1st Mon., 7 p.m., American Legion Post 439, 5190 Weiss St., Saginaw 48603.

KALAMAZOO BUCK-CROSBY 6, 4th Wed., 6 p.m., VFW Post 1527, 1920 E. Kilgore Rd.,

Kalamazoo 49001.

CALHOUN COUNTY CHAPTER 7, 3rd Tues., 7 p.m., DAV Home, 890 North Ave., Battle Creek 49017.

CAPITOL CITY 8, 2nd Mon., (Except July and August), 7 p.m., Scott House, 125 E. Main, Lansing 48909.

Mail: P. O. Box 24141, Lansing 48909.

WM. SPARKS 10, 2nd Wed., 6:30 p.m., American Legion Post 29, 3200 Lansing Ave., Jackson 49202.

WOOD-TAZELAAR 11, 2nd Thursday, 7:30 p.m., 2415 E. Laketon Ave., Muskegon 49442.

PORT HURON 12, 2nd Mon., Social 6 p.m.; Meeting 7 p.m., 2115 Military St., Port Huron 48060.

WASHTENAW COUNTY 13, 3rd Tuesday, 7 p.m. (No meetings in Aug. & Dec.) Graf-O’Hara VFW

Post 423, 3230 S. Wagner Rd., (betw. Saline & Ann Arbor Rds.) Ann Arbor 48106.

HOLLAND 14, 1st Tues., 7 p.m., DAV Home, 1185 Matt Urban Dr., Holland 49423.

PONTIAC 16, 2nd Wed., 7 p.m., Oakland County Deputy Sheriffs Assoc., 581 W. Kennett Rd., 

Pontiac 48340.

TWIN CITIES 17, 2nd Wed., 7 p.m., Moose Lodge 1570, 2180 Union St., Benton Harbor 49022.

BIG RAPIDS 18, 2nd Thurs., 6:30 p.m., 402 N. Michigan Ave., Big Rapids 49307.

SOUTH OAKLAND 19, 2nd Wednesday, 1 p.m., American Legion Post 374, 2079 W. 12 Mile Rd.,

Berkley 48072.

LENAWEE COUNTY 20, 2nd Wed., 6 p.m., 141 E. Albert St.,  Adrian 49221.

MARQUETTE COUNTY 22, 3rd Mon., 7:30 p.m., Marquette Veterans Facility, 425 Fisher St., 

Marquette 49855.

CLOVERLAND CHAPTER 23, 3rd Thurs., 7 p.m., DAV Home, 1227 West Breen Ave., 

Kingsford 49802.

DELTA COUNTY 24, 1st Monday, 7 p.m., VFW Hall, 904 Sheridan Rd., Escanaba 49829.

MENOMINEE COUNTY 25, 1st Thurs., 6 p.m., Senior Citizen Center, 905 10th St., Menominee 49858.

MANISTIQUE 26, 4th Thursday, 7 p.m., VFW Hall, 344 N. Maple, Manistique 49854.

ALLEN ALTO 38, 3rd Thurs., 1 p.m., VFW Hall, 3400 Veterans Dr., Traverse City 49684.

INLAND LAKES 39, 1st Thurs., 7 p.m., AMVETS Hall, 127 W. Cass St., Cadillac.

SALT CITY 43, 1st Tues. of month, 7:30 p.m., VFW Post, 28th St., Manistee 49660.

MONROE COUNTY 42, 3rd Thursday, 7 p.m., Dundee Veterans Corp., 418 Dunham St., Dundee 48131.

MACOMB COUNTY 44, 2nd Monday, 7 p.m., VFW Post 7573, 35011 23 Mile Rd., New Baltimore 48047.

CPL. IAN M. GRAY 51, 2nd Thurs., 7:30 p.m., DAV Hall, 6117 Chase Rd. (near Ford Rd.), 

Dearborn 48126.

O’CONNOR-REINHART 52, 2nd Thurs., 7 p.m., National Guard Armory, 1170  E. Portage Ave., 

Sault Ste. Marie 49783.

CASIMIR ZABIK 60, 2nd Tues., 7 p.m., VFW Hall, 25500 Sherwood (between 10 and 11 Mile

Roads), Centerline 48015.

THUNDER BAY 61, 2nd Monday, 6 p.m., DAV Memorial Home, 1020 U.S. 23 North, P.O. Box 856,

Alpena 49707.

SHIAWASSEE COUNTY 63, 1st Tues., 7 p.m., Council on Aging Building, 300 N. Washington St.,

Owosso 48867.

CLINTON COUNTY 64, 1st Wed., 7 p.m., American Legion Post 153, 110 E.Walker St., St. Johns 48879.

NORTHLAND CHAPTER 66, 1st Tuesday, 6 p.m. (Even numbered months), American Legion Post 5,

McLeod Ave., Ironwood 49038.

CHIPPEWA 67, 3rd Thursday, 7 p.m. American Legion Post 17, 326 1st St., Iron River 49935.

HILLSDALE 68, 3rd Tuesday, 7:30 p.m., 228 East Main St., North Adams 49262.

MUNISING 69, 1st Friday, 7 p.m., DAV/VVA Clubhouse, E.8025 Jingle Bell Ln., Christmas 49867.

OGEMAW HILLS 73, 3rd Monday, 5 p.m., Cummings Township Hall, 751 Morrison Rd.

(South of Sage Lake Rd.), Rose City 48654.

THUMB MEMORIAL 75, 2nd Tuesday, 7 p.m., American Legion, 110 W. Frank St., Caro 48723

COL. HAMTRAMCK CHAPTER 83, 3rd Saturday, 4:30 p.m., PLAV Post 6, 9545 McDougall,

Hamtramck 48212.

JACK JOHNSTON 88, 2nd Thurs., 6:00 p.m., VFW Hall, 264 W. Fawn River Rd., Sturgis 49091

STRAITS 93, 3rd Thurs., 7 p.m., N3984 Church St., Moran 49760.

MIDLAND COUNTY 94, 2nd Wednesday, 7 p.m., VFW Hall, 3013 Bay City Rd., Midland 48640.

STANDISH 100, 1st Tues., 2 p.m., VFW Post 3724, 3580 W. Huron Rd., Standish 48658.

SYDNEY J. ALLEN 102, 3rd Tues., 7:30 p.m., Trenton VFW Post 1888, 2763 Veterans Pkwy.,

Trenton 48183.

WILSON-BLACKMER 105, 2nd and 4th Tues., 7 p.m., 9480 School St., Lake 48632;

Second meeting is social meeting. Auxiliary meets at same time and place as chapter.

FLAT RIVER CHAPTER 106, 3rd Tuesday, 7 p.m., 8484 S. Mt. Hope, Carson City 48811.

EAST DETROIT 107, 3rd Wed., 3 p.m., VFW Post 6782, 17645 Nine Mile Rd., Eastpointe 48021.

WILLIAM C. FORD 113, 4th Wednesday, 6:30 p.m., VFW Post 345, 27345 Schoolcraft Rd., 

Redford Twp. 48239.

LIVONIA 114, 3rd Monday, 7 p.m., DAV Home, 30905 Plymouth Rd., Livonia 48150.

DR. PERCY H. WILSON 115, 2nd Tues., 6:30  p.m., Chassell VFW, U.S. 41, Chassell 49916.

Auxiliary meets at same time.

JAMES V. PELLEGRINI/LINCOLN PARK 116, 2nd Wed., 3 p.m., American Legion Club, 1430

Southfield, Lincoln Park 48146.

HALEY BROTHERS 117, 1st Tuesday of month, 6:30 p.m., Aleda E. Lutz VA Medical Center, 1500

Weiss St., Saginaw 48602.

ST. CLAIR SHORES 119, 3rd Thurs., 7:00 p.m., VFW Bruce Post 1146, 28404 Jefferson, 

St. Clair Shores 48081.

GOODRICH-SKIDMORE 122, 2nd and 4th Thurs., 7 p.m., DAV Home, G-3185  W. Pasadena

Ave., Flint 48504.

REED – J. DaPRATO 125, 1st Wednesday, 7:00 p.m., American Legion Club, 3265 W. Grand River,

Howell 48843.

BIEBUYCK-ROMANO 127, 1st Mon., 7 p.m., VFW Post 3130, 6782 Nine Mile Rd. (at Sherwood),

Warren 48091.

ROBERT H. COX 129, 1st Tues., 8 p.m., 47326 Dequindre, Shelby Twp. 48317.

TAWAS BAY 130, 4th Mon., 7 p.m., East Tawas City Community Bldg., 760 Newman, E. Tawas 48730.

MID-STATE 135, 3rd Thurs., 7:30 p.m., Lyon Township Hall, 7851 West Higgins Lake Dr., 

Higgins Lake 48627.

Well another Mid-Winter
Conference is in the books.
There were eight Michigan
DAVers and Auxiliary in atten-
dance. There were several semi-
nars that put out a lot of
information, although person-
ally I did not think it was as use-
ful as the ones in the past. A lot
of the information is redundant.

Each of us in attendance visited
a Representative’s office so they
were all covered. The only legisla-
tor that was in office at the time
was Senator Debbie Stabenow. In
the other offices we talked to the
Reps’ Assistants which were
mostly knowledgeable in the area
of Veteran Affairs. We gave them
a list of DAV priorities for veter-
ans’ legislation and discussed it
with them. So all in all it was a
fairly successful trip.

The National Commander’s
presentation was well received
by the House and Senate Veteran
Affairs Committees. After the
Commander’s presentation they
asked the Commander or his
staff to comment on several
issues. One of the main things
they were concerned about was
fixing the VA claims system.
They seem to be determined to
get something done this year.

There was also a promise to do
more for Vietnam veterans in the

line of Agent Orange related ben-
efits. There was also a promise to
include Blue Water Navy and vet-
erans who served in other parts of
South East Asia such as Cambo-
dia, Thailand, Guam and other
places that handled Agent
Orange. I hope it wasn’t just talk.

The President’s budget for VA
for 2011 is 7 percent above the
2010 budget which is good for
veterans. The budget is $60.3
billion for discretionary funding.
Key initiatives are to hire 4,000
more claim adjudicators to try to
get a grip on the claims backlog,
to reduce the homeless veterans
population, to build new med-
ical facilities in Denver and New
Orleans, to maintain an Informa-
tion Technology Program that
will enable a 21st century VA to
fully automate its GI Bill bene-
fits system, and create a seam-
less electronic record for
military members entering the
VA system.

Other notable recommenda-
tions would enhance Women Vet-
eran’s programs, increase
specialized care for Post Trau-
matic Stress Disorder, Traumatic
Brain Injury and other Mental
Health conditions. They would
also expand the National Ceme-
tery systems, and request $50.6
billion in advanced appropriation

for VA’s fiscal year 2012 budget.
For 2011 VA is seeking $250 mil-
lion to strengthen access to health
care for 3.2 million veterans
enrolled in VA’s Medical System
who live in rural areas. Rural out-
reach includes expanded use of
home based primary care and
mental health. A key part of rural
outreach is VA’s Innovative “Tele-
health” Program. It links patients
and health care providers by tele-
phones and includes telephone
based data transmission, enabling
daily monitoring of patients with
chronic problems. Once again the
budget would allow VA to expand
access to VA Health Care System
for more than 99,000 veterans
who were previously denied
because of their income.

We are asking for your grass-
roots assistance on getting Veter-
ans Health Care Legislation
passed (S 1963), The Caregivers
and Veteran Omnibus Health Ser-
vices Act of 2009. This critical
legislation is needed by women
veterans, sick and disabled veter-
ans and their caregivers. 

This will be a very active leg-
islative year so please try to stay
in touch with what is going on
and respond to any grass roots
action needed, our well being
depends on it. Thank you for
your support.

Kewadin Convention Center
2186 Shunk Rd.

Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783

Room Rate: Single/Double: $75
Triple: $85 / Quad: $95
Living Room Suite: $95

(Room Upgrade add $10 – If available)

For room reservations call the Kewadin auto-
mated voice system at 1-800-539-2346. At the
first set of options, press or say 2.  At the second
set of options, press or say 1. At the third set of
options, press or say 1 to reach the hotel. Be sure
to mention DAV and Group Code #9CL1GI.

The reservation cut-off date is May 13, 2010 
and reservations are subject to availability

Report on Mid-Winter Conference
by Ronald Schrieber, Sate legislative chairman

1 p.m. 1st Convention Business Session: Dream Maker’s Theater
Roll Call
Annual Report of Commander and State Vice Commanders
Membership Awards presentation
Committee Appointments
RECESS for Committees to meet in Birch Room

4:30 p.m. Memorial Service: Dream Maker’s Theater
7-9 p.m. NOTR Business Meeting: Ontario 1 and 2 Rooms

SATURDAY, JUNE 12, 2010
8:30 a.m.-10 a.m. Registration: Water’s Edge
9 a.m. 2nd Convention Session: Dream Maker’s Theater

Annual Report of State Officers
Committee Reports
Guest Speakers

Approx. 11 a.m. Zone Caucuses 
Zone I Caucus: Dream Maker’s Theater
Zone II Caucus: Whitefish Point room
Zone III Caucus: Ontario 1 Room
Zone IV Caucus: Ontario 2 Room  

1 p.m. 3rd Convention Session: Dream Maker’s Theater
Awards presentation
Committee Reports

5:45 p.m.-6:45 p.m. Reception (prior to Banquet): Dream Maker’s Theater
7 p.m. Banquet: Dream Maker’s Theater

SUNDAY, JUNE 13, 2010
9 a.m. 4th Convention Session: Dream Maker’s Theater

Committee Reports
Election of Officers 
Installation of Officers
Executive Committee Meeting after adjournment 

Approx. 11:30 a.m. Administrative Board Meeting: Birch Room

SERVICE OFFICER CONFERENCE / STATE CONVENTION From page 1

DAV Service Officers Conference – Thursday, June 10, 2010
and

DAV 84TH Annual State Convention – June 11, 12 and 13, 2010
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On March 9, the Department of
Veterans Affairs (VA) announced
an aggressive new initiative to
solicit private-sector input on a
proposed “fast track” veterans’
claims process for service-con-
nected presumptive illnesses due
to Agent Orange exposure during
the Vietnam War. 

“This will be a new way of
doing business and a major step
forward in how we process the
presumptive claims we expect
to receive over the next two
years,” Secretary of Veterans
Affairs Eric K. Shinseki said.
“With the latest, fastest, and
most reliable technology, VA
hopes to migrate the manual
processing of these claims to an
automated process that meets
the needs of today’s veterans in
a more timely manner.”

Over the next two years, about
200,000 veterans are expected to
file disability compensation
claims under an historic expan-
sion of three new presumptive
illnesses announced last year by
Secretary Shinseki. They affect
veterans who have Parkinson’s
disease, ischemic heart disease
and B-cell leukemias. 

In practical terms, veterans
who served in Vietnam during the
war and who have one of the ill-
nesses covered by the “presump-
tion of service connection” don’t

have to prove an association
between their medical problems
and military service. This “pre-
sumption” makes it easier for
Vietnam veterans to access dis-
ability compensation benefits.
Vietnam veterans are encouraged
to submit their claims as soon as
possible to begin the important
process of compensation. 

Along with the publication of
proposed regulations for the three
new presumptives this spring, VA
intends to publish a formal request
in Federal Business Opportunities
for private-sector corporations to
propose automated solutions for
the parts of the claims process that
take the longest amount of time.
VA believes these can be collected
in a more streamlined and accu-
rate way. 

Development involves deter-
mining what additional informa-
tion is needed to adjudicate the
claim, such as military and private
medical records and the schedul-
ing of medical examinations. 

With this new approach, VA
expects to shorten the time it takes
to gather evidence, which now
takes on average over 90 days.
Once the claim is fully developed
and all pertinent information is
gathered, VA will be able to more
quickly decide the claim and
process the award, if granted. 

The contract is expected to be

awarded in April with proposed
solutions offered to VA within 90
days. Implementation of the solu-
tion is expected within 150 days. 

“Veterans whose health was
harmed during their military serv-
ice are entitled to the best this
nation has to offer,” added Sec-
retary Shinseki. “We are under-
taking an unprecedented
modernization of our claims
process to ensure timely and accu-
rate delivery of that commitment.”

Last year, VA received more
than one million claims for dis-
ability compensation and pen-
sion. VA provides compensation
and pension benefits to over 3.8
million veterans and beneficiar-
ies. Presently, the basic monthly
rate of compensation ranges
from $123 to $2,673 to veterans
without any dependents.

Disability compensation is a
non-taxable, monthly monetary
benefit paid to veterans who are
disabled as a result of an injury
or illness that was incurred or
aggravated during active mili-
tary service. 

For more information about
disability compensation, go to
www.va.gov. Additional infor-
mation about Agent Orange and
VA’s services and programs for
veterans exposed are available
at www.publichealth.va.gov/
exposures/agentorange

DAV “SAY NO TO DRUGS” POSTER CONTEST ENTRY FORM
Complete this form and affix it to the back of each Poster entry.

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT CLEARLY

Student Name______________________________________ Age _____ Grade level ___________

Telephone (           ) _________________________________________________________________

Street Address______________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip _____________________________________________________________________

Name of School ____________________________________________________________________
(City) (Zip Code)

Name and number of local DAV Chapter: ________________________________________________

All posters can be mailed to: DAV Department Headquarters, 17779 E. 14 Mile Road, Fraser, MI
48026 (before May 29, 2010) or can be turned in at any local DAV Chapter.

2010 DAV Mobile Service Office
(MSO) Tour

Week 1

May 24 Hancock Clinic Phone: (906) 482-7762
787 Market Street POC: Gary Henshaw
Hancock, MI 49930-1495 (906) 249-3608

May 25 D.J. Jacobetti Home for Veterans Phone: 1-800-433-6760
425 Fisher POC: Gary Henshaw
Marquette, MI 49855 (906) 249-3608

May 26 Manistique Outreach Clinic Phone: (906) 341-3420
813 East Lakeshore Drive POC: Aaron Hayward
Manistique, MI 49854 (906) 495-3030

May 27 Sault Ste Marie Phone: (906) 495-3030
16523 S. Watertower Drive, Unit 1 POC: Aaron Hayward
Kincheloe, MI 49788 (906) 495-3030

Week 2
June 1 Benton Harbor Outpatient Clinic Phone: (269) 934-9123

115 West Main Street POC: Dave Martin
Benton Harbor, MI 49022 (269) 223-5106

June 2 Grand Rapids Outpatient Clinic Phone: (616) 365-9575
3019 Coit Street Northeast POC: Steve Pruitt
Grand Rapids, MI 49505 (616) 365-7576

June 3 Lansing Outpatient Clinic Phone: (517) 267-3925
2025 South Washington Avenue POC: Dave Martin
Lansing, MI 48910 (269) 223-5106

June 4 Jackson Outpatient Clinic Phone: (517) 764-3609
4328 Page Avenue POC: Dave Martin
Michigan Center, MI 49254 (269) 223-5106

Office hours for the MSOs are generally 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Secretary seeks fast track to process
New Agent Orange claims

Disabled American Veterans, Department of Michigan

2010 ‘Say No To Drugs’ poster contest
The DAV, Department of

Michigan Child Welfare/Drug
Education Committee is once
again sponsoring its annual
poster contest, and all elemen-
tary age students who reside in
Michigan can participate. The
purpose of the poster contest is
to raise awareness about the neg-
ative aspects of drug, alcohol
and tobacco use in our society.

Instructions
Who can enter: Any student

(including the learning dis-
abled in special education
classes) in grades 1 through 8
residing in the State of Michi-
gan. Only one poster can be
submitted by each student.

How to enter:
• Posters can be made up using

any material, however, its size
should not be any smaller than

8 1/2" X 11".
• The entry form printed below

must be completed and
affixed to each poster entry.

Please print clearly.
All posters can be mailed to:
DAV Dept. Hdqtrs., 17779 E.

14 Mile Road, Fraser, MI 48026
or

Can be turned in at any local
DAV Chapter

Judging: All posters will be
judged by members of the DAV
Department Drug Education
Committee. They will consider
originality of design, the artistic
merits of each poster and the use
of language that depicts the dan-
gers of drug, alcohol or tobacco
use or the benefits of non-use.

Deadline: All posters that
are mailed to the DAV must be
received no later than May 29,

2010. Entries can be turned in
at any local DAV chapter who
should take them to our annual
State convention being held in
Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan to
submit prior to judging by Fri-
day, June 11, 2010.

Awards: Prizes will be
awarded in each of the following
five categories:
1st and 2nd grade
3rd and 4th grade
5th and 6th grade
7th and 8th grade
Learning disabled in special
education classes

Prizes: in each category shall be:
1st Place – $50 Barnes & Noble

Bookstore gift certificate
2nd Place – $30 Barnes & Noble

Bookstore gift certificate
3rd Place – $25 Barnes & Noble

Bookstore gift certificate

The Department of Veterans
Affairs (VA) is in the middle of a
two-month, nationwide advertis-
ing campaign to assist student vet-
erans and servicemembers
applying for the Post-9/11 GI Bill. 

“VA, student veterans and our
schools have made significant
progress in implementing the GI
Bill this spring, but we still have
more to do,” said Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs Eric K. Shinseki, said
on February 23. “We won’t rest
until all student veterans have
received the education benefit they
earned in defense of our nation.” 

Since inception of the new
program, VA has issued nearly
$1.9 billion in Post-9/11 GI Bill
benefit payments and opened
the door to higher education to
209,490 people.

As of Feb. 12, VA received
spring semester Post-9/11 GI Bill
enrollments from approximately
180,000 student veterans and
already paid nearly 90 percent of
students. All Post-9/11 GI Bill
participants whose spring enroll-
ments were received by Jan. 18
have been paid. 

The GI Bill Advertising cam-
paign includes half-page ads in
top college publications, online
and social media, print, radio, and
outdoor advertising such as
posters and flyers. Public service
announcements have been deliv-
ered to approximately 150 col-
lege radio stations and 750 local
stations in areas where there is a
high density of students, as well
as military installations. 

Student veterans on college
campuses will also see a variety
of posters in registrars’ offices,
dormitories, cafeterias, student
union buildings and other high

traffic areas. 
“This comprehensive, nation-

wide advertising campaign will
help us reach those student veter-
ans, servicemembers and educa-
tional administrators who need
help in understanding the GI Bill
and their role in the benefits
process,” said Keith Wilson, direc-
tor of VA’s educational service.

Social media and online
advertising will be extensively
used to reach the younger gener-
ation of student veterans. VA
has placed banner ads on social
media sites such as Facebook,
Google, MySpace, Yahoo, and
other outlets. 

Text messaging ads will also
link student veterans to VA. By
texting “GIBILL,” veterans will
receive the basic message: “You
Served. Get Benefits.” Veterans
will then be directed to follow
three steps: “Review your benefit
options online. Submit your
application. And check with your
school certifying official to con-
firm that your VA enrollment cer-
tification has been sent to VA.” 

VA also developed a hip
pocket guide and checklist with
helpful tips to assist veterans
and servicemembers in the
application process. 

The Post-9/11 GI Bill, passed
by Congress last year, is the
most extensive educational
assistance program authorized
since the original GI Bill was
signed into law in 1944. 

Information about the Post-
9/11 GI Bill, as well as VA’s
other educational benefit pro-
grams, is available at VA’s Web
site, www.gibill.va.gov, or by
calling 1-888-GIBILL1 (or
1-888-442-4551).

VA nationwide GI Bill
advertising campaign 
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Name.......................Chapter
Virgil D. Kimble ..................2
Richard E. Crosby .............11
Victor G. Wiesenauer ........11
Richard R. Bertoni ............13
Wofford Britton .................13
Floyd J. Cosgray ................13
Clifford Johnson ................13
Charles K. Perry ................13
Adam F. Ponte ...................13
Hillard H. Gardner.............17
John A. Sturgeon ...............17
Lawrence Zuhl...................17
Roy J. Beno........................25
Carl B. Progrant.................25
Clarence J. Wery ................25
Walter R. Plowman............39
Donald L. Wood ................39
Stephen Migdalski .............60
James J. Shaw ...................61
John D. Johnson.................75
William R. Gielincki .......135

Entries for this column must
be submitted to Department
headquarters, in writing, no
later than 45 days after the
member’s death. Send
notice to: DAV, Attn: TAPS,
17779 East 14 Mile Road,
Fraser, MI 48026.

TAPS

8050 N. MIDDLEBELT RD. (AT ANN ARBOR TRAIL)
WESTLAND, MICHIGAN

Store Phone (734) 513-6020
Donation Line: (866) 520-5328

Visit the DAV Store in Westland

FOR DAV ADVICE
AND ASSISTANCE

ON VETERANS BENEFITS

DETROIT VA REGIONAL OFFICE
Detroit National Service Office

477 Michigan Avenue, Room 1200
Detroit, MI 48226

(313) 964-6595

VA ANN ARBOR HEALTHCARE SYSTEM
James Dempsey, DSO
VAMC, Rm. B157A

2215 Fuller Road
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48105

(734) 845-3839

BATTLE CREEK VA MEDICAL CENTER
David C. Martin, DSO
Building 2, Room 077
5500 Armstrong Rd.

Battle Creek, Michigan 49037
(269) 223-5106

DETROIT - JOHN D. DINGELL
VA MEDICAL CENTER

Stephen Griffin, DSO
4646 John R, Room A1013

Detroit, Michigan 48201
(313) 576-1000, Ext. 63508

GRAND RAPIDS VA OUTPATIENT CLINIC
Steven C. Pruitt, DSO

3019 Coit, NE - Room 1114
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49505

(616) 365-7576

GRAYLING AREA
Ronald McNally, DSO

Crawford County Building
200 W. Michigan Ave.

Grayling, Michigan 49738
(989) 348-5645

IRON MOUNTAIN - OSCAR G. JOHNSON
VA MEDICAL CENTER

Joseph Marczak, DSO
VA Medical Center, 325 E. H Street

Iron Mountain, Michigan 49801
(906) 779-3194

MARQUETTE - D. J. JACOBETTI
HOME FOR VETERANS

Joseph Marczak, DSO
425 Fisher Street

Marquette, Michigan 49855
(906) 226-3576, Ext. 362

SAGINAW - ALEDA E. LUTZ
VA MEDICAL CENTER

Stacey J. Plunkett, DSO
1500 Weiss Street; Saginaw, Michigan 48602

(989) 497-2500, Ext. 13382

SAULT STE. MARIE VA OUTPATIENT CLINIC
Aaron Hayward, DSO

16523 S. Watertower Dr., Unit 1
Kincheloe, Michigan 49788

(906) 495-3030

Golfers, mark your calendar
for Saturday, September 18,
2010, the date of our 5th Annual
Thomas McMasters Charity
Golf Outing to be held at the
Selfridge Air National Guard
golf course which offers 18
holes over 6,477 yards.

This year promises to be better
than ever and much closer to
home. We will once again have
numerous prizes to be raffled off,
and they’ll be serving up a great
NY Strip Steak dinner with all the
fixings, as well as a hot dog, chips
and a soft drink at the turn.

We have dropped the price to
$70.00 per person, which still
includes 18 holes of golf, a
power cart, food at the turn, a

steak dinner with all the fixings
and prizes!

We’ve also set a special price
for all active duty personnel of
$60.00 in order to thank them
for all they are doing and to
show our support. 

We anticipate a great turnout
and urge all who wish to play to
register early. A registration
form is located on the DAV Web
site or can be obtained by calling
1-888-448-2328.

In addition, we are looking for
Cart sponsors as well as Hole
sponsors. We’ve kept the prices
down. The Cart sponsorship price
is still $25.00 per cart and it’s still
only $100.00 to sponsor a hole.

Overnight Accommodations

near the Base are:

Concorde Inn of Clinton
Township, 44315 Gratiot Ave.,

Clinton Twp. 48036
586-493-7200 • Jacuzzi Ste.

Rate: $109.99 • w/Military I.D.:
$85.00

Holiday Inn Express & Suites,
458905 Market Place Blvd.,

Chesterfield, MI 48051
586-598-4000 • Room Rate:
$104.99 • w/Military I.D.:

$77.00

We will have more informa-
tion in the months to come, but
mark your calendar for a very
special day of DAV golf.

DAV Department of Michigan’s
5th Annual Thomas McMasters Golf Outing

set for Saturday, September 18
by David Van Hill, State golf committee chairman

Tee it up
for Michigan’s

Disabled Veterans!
Disabled American Veterans

Thomas McMasters
5th Annual Golf Outing

SATURDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 18, 2010

Selfridge Golf Course
Selfridge ANG Base

Selfridge, Michigan 48045

Call 1-888-448-2328 
or visit our Web site at

http://www.davmembers
portal.org/mi

to register!

The number of veterans home-
less on a typical night dropped 18
percent as the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs (VA) entered the
second year of its campaign to
eliminate homelessness among
veterans within five years.

“It will take the dedication,
creativity and hard work of many
parts of American society to end
homelessness among veterans,”
said Secretary of Veterans Affairs
Eric K. Shinseki on March 10.
“But mostly it takes the resolve to
say: It is unacceptable for a single
veteran to spend the night on the
streets of America.”

VA’s Community Homeless
Assessment Local Education
and Networking Groups
(CHALENG), which conducts a
widely cited, annual census of
homeless veterans, estimated
107,000 veterans were homeless
each night last year. That figure
was 131,000 in 2008 and
154,000 in 2007.

“The reduction was achieved
through VA’s commitment to
end homelessness among veter-
ans through enhanced collabora-
tion with other federal, state,
faith-based, veteran service
organizations and community
partners,” Shinseki said.

VA has approximately 4,000
agreements with community part-
ners. Last year, more than 92,000
homeless veterans were served by
VA’s specialized homeless pro-
grams. This is an increase of 15
percent from the previous year.

An important program that has
helped veterans leave homeless-
ness began in June 2008 when
VA partnered with the Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban
Development. VA provides dedi-
cated case management to home-
less veterans, and HUD provides
housing vouchers to veterans and
their families. Since the program,
called HUD-VASH, began,
20,000 housing vouchers have
been given for homeless veterans.

A recent VA study of veterans
discharged from VA-funded resi-
dential rehabilitation and transi-
tional housing programs indicated
that 79 percent remained housed
one year after discharge.

Many homeless veterans are
treated in VA mental health pro-
grams. National policies on sui-
cide prevention, medication
management and substances
abuse have improved the lives of
homeless veterans.

“To eliminate homelessness,
we must help more than veter-
ans currently without a place to
live,” said Shinseki. “We must
prevent approximately 27,000
new veterans who are at risk of
becoming homeless from cross-
ing that tragic line each year.”

Information about the
CHALENG process and previous
CHALENG reports about home-
lessness can be found on the
Internet at http://www1.va.gov/
HOMELESS/chaleng.asp. The
2009 report is projected to be pub-
lished in spring 2010.

Wide-Ranging Partnerships
and VA commitment credited

with drop in homeless rate



What qualities make a suc-
cessful Auxiliary unit? I don’t
have all the answers, but I have
been a Unit Commander for
eight years and some things are
pretty clear to me. 

A unit must do their best to
recruit new members. They need
to welcome them and give them
the opportunity to participate
from the start. 

A successful unit understands
the importance of having rules
and regulations to guide them
when making decisions and
avoiding chaos. They try very
hard to get their reports in on

time because they know that
those who receive the reports
have deadlines. 

Members need to do
“hands on” activities when
working on their service pro-
grams. One of my best mem-
ories is tying yellow ribbons
with members of many vet-
eran organizations, and
spouses of a deployed Army
Reserve Unit. Recently, I
received a letter in response
to our unit’s Military Mail
Christmas Card program.
This soldier, who is stationed
at Bagram Airf ield, said the
troops were very appreciative
of the support they receive
from back home. A simple
card can mean so much. 

It is important to work with
your parent chapter. Support-
ing each other can make both
programs stronger and more
successful. Having a few
laughs together is a good
thing, too! 

A successful unit has officers

who share the information they
receive with all members when
possible. When the members
are informed, they are more
likely to accept a position in
the organization. 

Most of all, a successful
unit truly believes in our Four
Principles: Comradeship, Loy-
alty, Devotion and Service.
During my unit meeting in
March, we shared a moment of
silence for three brave men
from Michigan, who lost their
lives in service to their coun-
try. They lived and died for
those principles. 

As I write this, my last arti-
cle as your State Commander, I
want you to know this has been
a very special time in my life,
and I know there is much that I
will miss! I will continue to
support our mission and those
who dedicate themselves to
doing what is right for our vet-
erans, their families and our
organization. My thanks to all
of you! 
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Donna Henshaw

Tips to consider
by Donna Henshaw, Auxiliary State commander

Disabled American Veterans
Auxiliary

2010 State Convention
June 11, 12 and 13, 2010

Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan
Schedule of Events

All convention events will be held at
Kewadin Convention Center,

2186 Shunk Road, Sault Ste. Marie.

THURSDAY, JUNE 10, 2010
6:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. Registration: Water’s Edge
2 p.m. - 5 p.m. Finance Board Meeting: Drummond Island
6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. State Standing Rules Meeting: Sugar Island 
8 p.m. Ice Cream Social & Aux. Fundraising 

Auction: Water’s Edge 

FRIDAY, JUNE 11, 2010
8-11 a.m. & 12:30-3 p.m. Registration: Water’s Edge
9 a.m. Executive Committee Meeting: 

Oak/Spruce/Cedar Rooms
10 a.m. National 10th District Conference:

Dream Maker’s Theater
11 a.m. Joint DAV and DAVA Opening Session:

Dream Maker’s Theater 
11:30 a.m. Joint Past Department and Auxiliary 

Commanders’ Luncheon:
Ontario Room

1 p.m. 1st Convention Session:
Oak/Spruce/Cedar Rooms

4:30 p.m. Memorial Service: Dream Maker’s Theater
7 p.m. - 9 p.m. Auxiliary Commander Henshaw’s Reception 

(Yooper Theme): Water’s Edge

SATURDAY, JUNE 12, 2010
8:30 a.m. - 10 a.m. Registration: Water’s Edge
9 a.m. 2nd Convention Session: 

Oak/Spruce/Cedar Rooms
11:30 a.m. Aux. Forget-Me-Not Luncheon:

Upper & Lower Tahquamenon Rms. 
1 p.m. 3rd Convention Session:

Oak/Spruce/Cedar Rooms
5:45 p.m. - 6:45 p.m. Reception (prior to Banquet):

Dream Maker’s Theater 
7 p.m. Banquet: Dream Maker’s Theater

SUNDAY, JUNE 13, 2010
9 a.m. 4th Convention Session:

Oak/Spruce/Cedar Rooms
* Election of Officers

Installation of Officers will take place at the Post Convention
Executive Committee Meeting

that convenes immediately following close of convention

Limited time life member-
ship offer – Act at once –
Effective immediately the DAV
Auxiliary is offering a mini-
mum life membership down
payment of just $20 through
June 30, 2010, the end of the
membership year. These new
life members will still have
three years in which to pay the

balance owed. So, come on
members, let’s work hard at
getting some new members
signed up during this Auxiliary
limited time offer. Disabled
veterans and their families
need our support.

I want to remind every Unit
to complete their Mae Holmes
Report. In order to be eligible

for the Mae Holmes Award,
your Unit must make quota by
April 1st. I trust that every Unit
remembered to send them in to
National headquarters by mid-
March so they can process
those memberships! 

I hope to see you at a Zone
meeting this month, and at the
State convention in June.

Where do you start to look for
new members? The first place
would be right in your own back
yard, such as your kids, grand-
kids and eligible relatives of the
veteran in your life. Where do
we go from here? 

I recently heard about a
chapter that had a booth at a
gun show. They handed out a
lot of literature and signed up
some new members. Car
shows may be another avenue
to consider. Ask your chapter

if they would be willing to put
out Auxiliary literature in
their booth. Better yet, offer
to sit for a couple of hours in
the booth. 

Summer is a time for com-
munity fairs and there are sev-
eral chapters and units that
have booths at the local fairs. I
visited one Auxiliary who is
working on a quilt to raffle off
at the chapter’s booth, and I
hope they save some tickets for
me. A list of your unit’s activi-

ties throughout the year may
spark someone’s interest enough
to come out and visit your unit.
Since many of our activities are
and have been female oriented
for many years, suggest to
potential male members that
you could use their help in
making some of the Auxiliary
activities more male friendly or
get together with your chapter
and your juniors and plan
something the whole family
can do together.

Da Commander’s Reception in Da Soo dis year will be a Yooper
Theme since Commander Donna is from the UP, reports Loraine
Connelly, State distinguished chairman. All Da Trolls are encour-
aged to dress like Da Yoopers…plaid flannel shirts, one a dem hats
with flaps, dem stocking caps, yer wool mittens, and dose dat have
it – hunting attire. Starts at 7 p.m., Friday, June 11. See ya dere, eh?

WWARAR
RELICS RELICS 

WWANTEDANTED
Private collector paying 

top dollar for daggers,

swords, medals,

uniforms, etc.

CALL OR WRITE: 
William Harbowy,
7247 Weddel St.
Taylor, MI 48180 
(313) 386-2384

baseball bat was presented to
President Obama by Comman-
der Barrera, accompanied by
DAV National Adjutant Arthur
H. Wilson and National Head-
quarters Executive Director
Richard E. Patterson. 

“President Obama’s continu-
ing support in the recently pro-
posed $125 billion VA budget
will provide expanded health
care to a record number of vet-
erans and includes $60.3 bil-
lion for discretionary spending,
mostly for health care,” said
Commander Barrera. “That is
nearly $4.2 billion more than
the fiscal year 2010 appropri-
ated level.” The budget request
includes advance appropria-
tions recommendations of
$54.3 billion for medical care
programs for fiscal year 2012. 

“This is one of the greatest

victories for veterans in the
history of the DAV,” said Adju-
tant Wilson. “President Obama
never gave up. He worked dili-
gently, always keeping the ben-
efits of our veterans in mind,
and continues to do so in the
current proposed budget.” 

“We are deeply grateful to
President Obama for his sup-
port of our nation’s veterans,”
Barrera said. “This commemo-
rative baseball bat is a small
token of our appreciation for
going to bat for veterans.” 

President Obama discussed a
number of important issues
with the DAV delegation, par-
ticularly the logjam of veter-
ans’ benefits claims and said
the VA is working on the prob-
lem. He also talked about his
administration’s efforts to
address the problem of home-
less veterans and improved job
opportunities for veterans.

Take advantage of special offer
by William Taylor, Auxiliary State Mae Holmes chairman

Finding new members
by Linda Walters, Auxiliary State membership chairman

A reminder
DAVA Members attending

State convention

DONATE REAL ESTATE 

TO BENEFIT

MICHIGAN DAV!

REFORM From page 1
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DAV State Commander John Lamphere (left) and State Senior
Vice Commander Frank T. Shepherd prepare to visit with Senator
Stabenow during her “Good Morning Michigan” hour that is held
each weekday morning.

MEMORIAL DAY – MAY 31, 2010

REMEMBER

Patients at the Oscar G. Johnson VA medical center enjoyed a trib-
ute hosted by the DAV.VAVS Representative Dale LaPalme reports
patients enjoyed the specialty cake (top picture), as well as the
two-man band (bottom picture), “The Hat Guys”, who change hats
with every song that’s performed.

ORDER FORM
DAV DEPARTMENT OF MICHIGAN MOTORCYCLE RAFFLE

Raffle tickets are $10 each.

NAME ________________________________________________________________________

CHAPTER NO. ________________________ PHONE NUMBER ________________________

ADDRESS______________________________________________________________________

CITY _____________________________________ STATE ______ ZIP CODE ______________

Send me ____  raffle tickets at $10 each.  Total amount enclosed is $_________.

Make check or money order payable to: DAV Department of Michigan and forward with this com-
pleted form to DAV Department of Michigan, 17779 E. 14 Mile Road, Fraser, MI 48026. Raffle
ticket(s) will be mailed once payment is received.

**Order tickets using this form, before May 7, 2010**

Win a 
Harley Davidson
Sportster 1200

Custom 
Motorcycle!
Order your DAV 

Motorcycle Raffle
ticket(s) today!

The federal departments of
Veterans Affairs, Labor and
Defense unveiled an improved
Web site for wounded warriors
on Feb. 25. 

The National Resource
Directory is a comprehensive,
free, online tool for wounded,
ill and injured service mem-
bers, veterans and their fami-
lies. Visitors to the site can find
an extensive range of informa-
tion about veterans’ benefits,
including disability and pen-
sion benefits, VA health care
and educational opportunities.
The site also provides informa-
tion for those who care for vet-
erans, such as access to
emotional, financial and com-

munity assistance.
The Web site has been

enhanced to provide a single
point of access to a wealth of
information from more than
10,000 sites by federal, state and
local governments and organiza-
tions offering services for
wounded warriors. 

“This online directory is an
invaluable resource for those
involved in helping service
members and veterans,” said
Secretary of Veterans Affairs
Eric K. Shinseki. “Reliable
information about government
and private-sector programs can
be a priceless tool.”

A recent addition to the Web
site is a specialized section

where users can find help for
homeless veterans. These
resources will help end veteran
homelessness over the next
five years. 

The new design will help
visitors find needed resources
easily. Other enhancements
include a fast, accurate search
engine; a “bookmark and
share” capability that allows
users to share valuable
resources on Facebook, Twitter
and other social media sites;
and a news feature with
updates on relevant informa-
tion and events. Resources are
added daily.

Visit the site at www.national
resourcedirectory.gov

The Department of Veterans
Affairs is allocating $39 million
to fund about 2,200 new transi-
tional housing beds through
grants to local providers.

“VA is committed to ending
the cycle of homelessness
among veterans,” said Secretary
of Veterans Affairs Eric K. Shin-
seki on March 11. “We will use
every tool at our disposal –
health care, education, jobs, safe
housing – to ensure our veterans
are restored to lives with dignity,
purpose and safety.”

The $39 million in funding
is broken into two categories.
About $24 million in grants

are available to renovate or
rehabilitate space to create
about 1,000 transitional hous-
ing beds. The grants put a pri-
ority upon housing for
homeless women and housing
on tribal lands.

A second group of grants,
valued at about $15 million, is
expected to fund about 1,200
new beds for homeless
providers who already have
suitable transitional housing.
The grants will provide per
diems based upon the number
of homeless veterans being
served in transitional housing.

VA is the largest federal

provider of direct assistance
to the homeless, with 14,000
transitional beds in operation
or development. About
107,000 veterans are home-
less on a typical night. Secre-
tary of Veterans Affairs Eric
K. Shinseki has committed the
department to ending home-
lessness among veterans
within five years.

For more information, visit
VA’s Web page for the grant and
per diem program at
www.va.gov/homeless or con-
tact VA’s program off ice at
1-877-332-0334, or e-mail VA
at homelessvets@va.gov

During February’s National
Salute to Hospitalized

Veterans Week

VA targets $39 million
for homeless veterans

Women, Tribal Services are special priorities

Web site offers single access point
for Wounded Warriors
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